
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

 
In the darkness, fire is kindled. 
Congregation members are invited to gather outside under the portico. 
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord  
Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed  
throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the  
Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in  
his victory over death. 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your 
people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this 
Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that  with pure minds we 
may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the Deacon 
leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times to sing: 
 

Deacon: The light of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

The congregation’s candles are lighted by the acolytes in procession. Please 
remain standing as the Exsultet is sung by the Deacon. 

St. Timothyõs Episcopal Church 
òTo Celebrate and Proclaim Jesusõ Loveó 

The Great Vigil of Easter 

Holy Baptism of Lilian Keller 

March 22, 2008 
 



 2 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout  
Salvation for the victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the round 
earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our 
eternal King. Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in 
radiant light, resound with the praises of your people. Amen. 
 

Deacon: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Deacon: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind 
and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the 
feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adamôs sin, and by his blood 
delivered your faithful people. 
 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of 
bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. This is the 
night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are 
restored to grace and holiness of life. This is the night, when Christ broke the 
bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. 
 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-
kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. How holy is this night, 
when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence 
to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and 
brings peace and concord. How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are 
joined and man is reconciled to God. 
 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your 
honor. May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the 
Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning - he who gives his light to 
all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Be Seated. 
Celebrant: Let us hear the record of Godôs saving deeds in history, 
how he saved his people in ages past; and let us pray that our God 
will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 
 

THE STORY OF CREATION Genesis 1:1-2:2 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. O God, who wonderfully created, and yet 
more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share 
the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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ISRAELôS DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA  Exodus 14:10-15:1 
 

CANTICLE 8 The Song of Moses (say together) 
 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 
the Lord has become my Savior. 

This is my God and I will praise him, * 
the God of my people and I will exalt him. 

The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
Yahweh is his Name. 

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 
they sank into the depths like a stone. 

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 

Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 

You stretched forth your right hand; * 
the earth swallowed them up. 

With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 
with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 

You will bring them in and plant them * 
on the mount of your possession, 

The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 

The Lord shall reign * 
for ever and for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

SALVATION OFFERED FREELY TO ALL Isaiah 55:1-11 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. O God, you have created all things by the power of your 
Word, and you renew the earth by your Spirit: Give now the water of life to those 
who thirst for you, that they may bring forth abundant fruit in your glorious 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A NEW HEART AND A NEW SPIRIT Ezekiel 36:24-28 
 

CANTICLE 9 The First Song of Isaiah  Please stand.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrant: Let us pray. O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look 
favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the 
effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; 
let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being 
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all 
things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were 
made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia 
 

Bells are rung and the altar candles are lighted. 
GLORIA    (Warner Mass, inside Hymnal cover) 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the 
glory of the Lordôs resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption 
which is given to us in    Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, 
may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ out Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 6:3-11 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were       
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a 
death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We 
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is 
freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once 
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN    He is risen, He is risen! Hymnal 180 
 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 
white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But 
the angel said to the women, ñDo not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, óHe has 
been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 
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you will see him.ô This is my message for you.ò So they left the tomb quickly with 
fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 
said, ñGreetings!ò And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 
him. Then Jesus said to them, ñDo not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.ò 
 

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON   The Reverend Michael Carney 
 

HYMN    Come receive the light  Byzantine Sisters 
 

Holy Baptism 
 

The baptismal service begins on page 301  
of the black Book of Common Prayer. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC: 
 Glory Bells The Day of Resurrection Arnold Sherman 
 

The People’s offerings are brought to the altar. 
 

People:  Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Old 100th 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ you 
have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, 
and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People  (Warner Mass, inside Hymnal cover) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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The people stand or kneel 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, ñTake, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.ò  
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, ñDrink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.ò 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve 
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN. 
 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

People:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  
   your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power,  and the glory are yours,  
   now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Christ our Passover  (Warner Mass, inside Hymnal cover) 
 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion. 
If you would like to receive a blessing, cross your hands on your shoulders. 
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COMMUNION MUSIC: 
 Choir:  Alleluia Ralph Manuel 

Congregation: Alleluia No. 1 Hymnal 178 
    Shine, Jesus, Shine Praise and Worship 142 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. (people stand or kneel) 
People: Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of 
the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send 
us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful 
witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

HYMN   Come ye faithful raise the strain HYMNAL 199 
 

Deacon:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

ORGAN   Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won! Paul Manz 
 

Please join us downstairs after the service for a reception. 

 

 


