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The modern world too often seems to be focused on 

materialism and consumption, without much regard for 

spiritual growth, helping others, or intergenerational 

connections. As a faith community we try to offer deeper 

meaning to those who hunger for a more authentic life. 

Imagine a yearlong program that introduces participants to a 

simpler way of living, a way that explores stewardship of our 

gifts, sustainable practices, and outreach. 

Jesus is our model for òLiving Against the Grain.ó In this 

season we celebrate Godõs being born on earth in a humble 

carpenterõs family. He lived for others: healing the sick, 

serving those in need, teaching his followers. Instead of 

improving his status, Jesus gave up everything he had when 

he died on the cross for us. 

Being a disciple of Jesus means focusing on his values rather 

than worldly comfort and success. It means deepening the 

connections within our faith community. It means being on a 

journey together in search of a more authentic and abundant 

life. 

Over the past eight months a series of conversations about 

the future of St. Timothyõs has transformed the fruits of the 

search process and its congregational profile into concrete 

steps that will lead us into our future. Three focus areas have 

emerged: welcoming and retaining new members, serving the 

needs of families with children, and discovering what it 

means to live a Christian life in a secular world. This third 

area has grown into the program weõre calling òLiving Against 

the Grain.ó 

During Lent we seek to change our way of living, trying to 

conform to the will of God. In our society one natural 

concern is how we are caring for the abundant gifts we have 

been given. The way we use our resources and time has a big 

impact on our lives, and there is so much we can learn from 

the other generations represented in our church family. The 

first phase of this program will include sharing our 

experiences in small groups so we can benefit from each 

otherõs wisdom. 

As the year continues we look forward to exploring 

sustainable patterns of living, outreach, and .alternatives to 

the consumer mentality. Along with other forums or guest 

speakers we hope to reintroduce Alpha or some other faith 

sharing program to St. Timothyõs. We believe that all 

participantsñyounger and older, families and singlesñwill 

benefit. 

Stay tuned for more information about how we can live out 

the call to be Godõs people in the twenty-first century. 

Michael+ 
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During this past year three Visionary meetings were held for the Vestry and Ministry Leaders. After Canon Lou Blanchard 

led the last meeting with great discussion on activating wonderful ideas, the group divided into two committees: 

Community and Mission, and Newcomers and Caring. Both committees have met and are beginning to plan some 

important activities for the near future. 

The Newcomers and Caring Committee has embellished the system of welcoming new visitors by adding a table in the 

Narthex (close to the front door) with brief yet important information about the nursery, services, coffee/fellowship after 

the services, and restroom locations. Also, an invitation to the next Newcomersõ dinner will be attached to the sack of 

cookies given to each visitor.  

The second thrust of this committee is termed òcongregational.ó We wish to offer concern, a listening ear, and help or 

assistance to any congregational member who needs support. Especially when members are absent we want to offer 

understanding and when needed, action that will assist those parishioners. We have a good start, but we are endeavoring to 

take a little training to get it right.  

What does this really mean?  It may mean we care so much about every family member at St. Timothyõs that if you are 

missing in action, help will be offered to you. 

ñJoyce Culwell 

For a number of years Jerry King has been faithfully serving St. Timothyõs in a number of capacities, including the 

crucial role of Treasurer. Iõm sure he spends more time at it than anyone would imagine, ensuring that our affairs are 

in order and that accurate financial information is available to our leaders. Though he has been ready for some time 

to step down from this position, filling Jerryõs shoes is not an easy matter. 

Thanks to a study undertaken by the Vestry, it has become clear that most churches of our size employ a part-time 

bookkeeper. The complexity of our accounts and the importance of careful tracking make this a necessity for us. 

Thankfully, with this plan in place, one of our members with outstanding qualifications has volunteered to take on 

the ministry of Treasurer. Jeff Rudolph is an accountant who has served for years as a C.F.O. in corporations, and 

his experience will be invaluable as we make this new beginning.  

Itõs hard to know how to properly thank Jerry for the devotion heõs shown in this position over the years, and weõre 

grateful to Jeff for stepping forward. Jerry will continue as our Pledge Secretary and in the variety of other ministries 

he enjoys, and we appreciate his help in making a smooth transition into the new year.   

Michael+ 
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11th Annual Youth Group Retreat 
February 22-24, 2008  

Once again itõs here. . . the weekend everyone talks about. . . the weekend you have been waiting for! 

§ The retreat will consist of worship, listening to the speaker, small groups, games, crafts, and free time. Free time activities 
include basketball, a game room, hiking, and more. 

§ We will meet at St. Timõs at 4:30 on Friday and will return by 2:30 Sunday. Bring money for dinner on Friday. 

§ We will be going to Camp Id*Ra*Ha*Je near Bailey. 

§ Cost is $115 per person. 

§ All youth in grades 6 - 12 are welcome and encouraged to come! 

§ Call Shanda with any questions at church 303-794-1565 or home 303-423-4350. 
 
Like all our events, bringing friends is encouraged! As disciples of Christ we are called to show other people who Christ is 

and retreat is the perfect place to do that. 

Mark your calendar for the dates and turn in a deposit of $50 and your permission slip by Friday, February 15. You can take 

advantage of the early bird registration and pay just $100 by January 6. You will receive a confirmation letter with all the 

details in February. 

Remember, money is never a reason to miss this wonderful weekend. Shanda has plenty of jobs available in her office if you 

need help paying for the retreat. 

Mission 2008 

Time to get serious about fundraising! 

See Shanda if you have not gotten your packet yet. 

Start getting items for the silent auction. If you havenõt 
gotten the information it will be mailed soon. 

If you signed up to write an article for the Epistle, try writing 
it during Christmas break. Email it to Shanda and she will 
make sure it gets published the correct month. 

January 6 ~ Mission meeting right after church 

February 5 ~ Pancake supper 

Other Events 

Upcoming Youth Sunday: 

We will be presenting a drama during the sermon. Shanda is 

looking for someone to share his or her thoughts with the 

congregation after the drama. Please let Shanda know if you 

are interested in participating in the drama or sharing your 

thoughts. 

Video Production Small Group: 

The group will be responsible for putting together a video 

which will be shown during the retreat. More information 

coming soon. 

Ski trip: 

March 8-9 we will be going to Winter Park to ski and will 

stay overnight at a church outside Winter Park. Cost will be 

minimal. 
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Hello, 
My name is Cammie Houpt and Iõm a candidate for the Diaconate. I 
know Iõve been introduced to you in church, but Michael felt I 
should write this to you to explain whatõs going on. Iõve been 
working on my preparation for 3 years and now it has reached its 
final phase. I hope to be ordained next November. 
Deacon candidates donõt go to seminary. We do our work within the 
diocese on a series of four modules covering Scripture, Church 
History, Theology, and Diaconia. Each module involves reading, 
research and essays. Iõve finished three and am working on the 
fourth. 
In addition to our studies we have to do a practicum, or field study. 
That involves moving from our sponsoring parish to another. Thatõs 
where you come in! Iõll be practicing on you and learning from you. 
Iõll be involved in lots of areas in your church and hope to get to 
know you all. Iõm looking forward to that. 
I want to thank you for welcoming me so graciously. Iõll be with you 
for at least six months, probably longer. Iõll be looking for ways to 
participate in your Outreach efforts and in your communal life. 
Thank you again for taking me in and taking me on. Iõm looking 
forward to a happy association. 

 
Blessings and Peace, 

Cammie 

 

Celebrate Our Gifts of Time, Talent, and Treasure 

Our annual Patronal Feast will be held on Saturday evening, January 26 at 6:00 in the Parish Hall. We will 

enjoy an informal pot luck dinner and music followed by a blessing of the gifts our parishioners bring to the 

service of the Lord and our church.  

The dinner is a family event. Sign-up will be in the narthex on Sunday January 13th and Sunday January 20th. 

Each family is asked to bring an entrée or a side dish for eight people. Dessert and beverages will be supplied. 

Come and enjoy a casual evening of fun and fellowship with your church family. 

Annual Meeting 

On Sunday, Jan. 27 weõll have a single, combined worship service at 9:30, followed immediately by our 

Annual Meeting. New Vestry members will be elected, and weõll honor some of our dedicated lay ministers. 

Attention ministry leaders:  please submit your annual reports to Lindsay by January 10. You can either email 

your report (lleaman@sttims.net) or drop it off in the office.  

 

Other Stewardship Notes:  

Stewardship Update 

As 2007 draws to a close, we continue to receive 

Stewardship commitments. The total pledged for 

2008 is close to our projected needs but still repre-

sents an approximate $50,000 shortfall. 

Calling All Snowmen 

The Stewardship Committee is in need of decorative 

snowmen for the tables at the Patronal Feast. If you 

have any idle snowmen who would like to attend 

the dinner, please contact Mary Schwartz at 303-471

-2473.  

 

A Letter of Introduction:  


