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I zving Against the Grain

The modern world too often seems to be focusedtohe Gr ai n. 6

materialism and consumption, without much regard dSFing Lent we seek to change our way of living, trying to

spiritual - growth, - helping others, or mtergeneratl%%%lform to the will of God. In our society one natural

connectians. As a faith community we fry io offer de%%%rcern is how we are caring for the abundant gifts we have

meanllng to those who hunger fpr a more aut.h-entlc B'é%‘n given. The way we use our resources and time has a bi
Imagine a yearlong program that introduces part|C|pantsfrﬁ%§tct on our lives, and there is so much we can learn from
simpler way of living, a way that explores stewardship c{tngu(gther generations represented in our church family. The

gifts, sustainable practices, and outreach. first phase of this program will include sharing our
Jesus is our mo d e | for 0 kxperienceg in gaplh dgroups tso we hcan béhefia from .each
season we celebrate Gododsotbheeirnigs bwmirsmdoonn earth in a

ca .r pent .e ros f a_ mt _I y- He | As¥ tﬁed yea{r Lntinudd \b]vee fook * forv\}ars qol éxgloqing t
§ervmg thqse in need, teaching his foIIowgrs. InSteasduscﬂfatinable patterns of living, outreach, and .alternatives to
improving his status, Jesus gave up everything he hadtp{\éh%gnsumer mentality. Along with other forums or guest

he died on the cross for us. speakers we hope to reintroduce Alpha or some other faith
Being a disciple of Jesus means focusing on his valuessdtharr i n g program to St . Tin
than worldly comfort and success. It means deepeningditieipant younger and older, families and sifigha#l
connections within our faith community. It means being Gemefit.

journey together in search of a more authentic and abugq%r)
life.

ttuned for more information about how we can live out

the call to be Gérsiéestunpeopl e
Over the past eight months a series of conversations about Michael+
the future of St. Ti mot hyds has transformed the frui

search process and its congregational profile into concrete

steps that will lead us into our future. Three focus areas have

emerged: welcoming and retaining new members, serving the

needs of families with children, and discovering what it

means to live a Christian life in a secular world. This third

area has grown into the program wedre calling OoLivin



STEWARDS OF OUR GIFTS

For a number of years Jerry King has been faithfu

cruci al role of Treasurer. | &m sure he spends mor
in order and that accurate financial information is available to our leaders. Though he has been ready for some
to step down from this position, filling Jerryds

Thanks to a study undertaken by the Vestry, it has become clear that most churches of our size ¢mgloy a part
bookkeeper. The complexity of our accounts and the importance of careful tracking make this a necessity for u
Thankfully, with this plan in place, one of our members with outstanding qualifications has volunteered to take
the ministry of Treasurer. Jeff Rudolph is an accountant who has served for years as a C.F.O. in corporations,
his experience will be invaluable as we make this new beginning.

ltds hard to know how to properly thank Jerry for
grateful to Jeff for stepping forward. Jerry will continue as our Pledge Secretary and in the variety of other minit
he enjoys, and we appreciate his help in making a smooth transition into the new year.

Michael+

VISIONARY NEWCOMERS COMMITTEE

During this past year three Visionary meetings were held for the Vestry and Ministry Leaders. After Canon Lou Blanch
led the last meeting with great discussion on activating wonderful ideas, the group divided into two committees:
Community and Mission, and Newcomers and Caring. Both committees have met and are beginning to plan some
important activities for the near future.

The Newcomers and Caring Committee has embellished the system of welcoming new visitors by adding a table in the
Narthex (close to the front door) with brief yet important information about the nursery, services, coffee/fellowship after
the services, and restroom |l ocations. Also, an invit
cookies given to each visitor.

The second thrust of this committee is termed O0congr
assistance to any congregational member who needs support. Especially when members are absent we want to offer
understanding and when needed, action that will assist those parishioners. We have a good start, but we are endeavo
take a little training to get it right.

What does this really mean? I't may mean we care so
missing in action, help will be offered to you.

fi Joyce Culwell
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ST. TIM'S YOUTH GROUP

11th Annual Youth Group Retreat
February 22-24, 2008

Once again itds here. . . the weekend everyone |

The retreat will consist of worship, listening to the speaker, small groups, games, crafts, and free time. Fe= time a
include basketball, a game room, hiking, and more.

We wi | | meet at St. Timdéds at 4:30 on Friday and wil
We will be going to Camp Id*Ra*Ha*Je near Bailey.

Cost is $115 per person.

All youth in grades-6l2 are welcome and encouraged to come!

Call Shanda with any questions at churcl@@0B565 or home 386834350.

w W W W W w

Like all our events, bringing friends is encouraged! As disciples of Christ we are called to show other people who Chris
and retreat is the perfect place to do that.

Mark your calendar for the dates and turn in a deposit of $50 and your permission slip by Friday, February 15. You car
advantage of the early bird registration and pay just $100 by January 6. You will receive a confirmation letter with all tr
details in February.

Remember, money is never a reason to miss this wonderful weekend. Shanda has plenty of jobs available in her office
need help paying for the retreat.

Mission 2008 Other Events

Time to get serious about fundraising! Upcoming Youth Sunday:
We will be presenting a drama during the sermon. Shanda is

) ] looking for someone to share his or her thoughts with the
Start getting items for t goﬁ regation gftrértthe graha tPieaOsenIét Shlar{da khow'it oﬁ
gotten the information it will be mailed soon. greg : y

. _ _ ) _are interested in participating in the drama or sharing your
If you signed up to write an article for the Epistle, try Wm'ﬁ%ughts

it during Christmas break. Email it to Shanda and she wi

See Shanda if you have not gotten your packet yet.

make sure it gets published the correct month. Video Production Small Group:

January 6~ Mission meeting right after church The group will be responsible for putting together a video

February 5~ Pancake supper which will be shown during the retreat. More information
coming soon.

Ski trip:

March 89 we will be going to Winter Park to ski and will
stay overnight at a church outside Winter Park. Cost will be
\ minimal.

(S
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PATRONAL FEAST AND ANNUAL MEETING

Celebrate Our Gifts of Time, Talent, and Treasure

Our annual Patronal Feast will be held on Saturday evening, January 26 at 6:00 in the Parish Hall. We w
enjoy an informal pot luck dinner and music followed by a blessing of the gifts our parishioners bring to
service of the Lord and our church.

The dinner is a family event. Signwill be in the narthex on Sunday Janu@irsgriBSunday January20

Each family is asked to bring an entrée or a side dish for eight people. Dessert and beverages will be su

Come and enjoy a casual evening of fun and fellowship with your church family.

Annual Meeting
On Sunday, Jan.
Annual Meeting.

combi
be el

n
e

have a
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27 wedl |
New Vestry

singl e,
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Attention ministry leaders: please submit your annual reports to Lindsay by January 10. You can either
your report (lleaman@sttims.net) or drop it off in the office.

A Letter of Introduction:

Other Stewardship Notes: Hello,

Stewardship Update My name is Cammie Houpt and | ©&r

As 2007 draws to a close, we continue to receijek NOW | 6ve been introduced to yc
Sshould write this to you to exf

Stewardship commitments. The total pledged fd
2008 is close to our projected needs but still ref
sents an approximate $50,000 shortfall.

Calling All Snowmen
The Stewardship Committee is in need of decof
snowmen for the tables at the Patronal Feast. If
have any idle snowmen who would like to atten

rWorking on my preparation for 3 years and now it has reached its
'fmal phase. | hope to be ordained next November.
Deacon candidates dondt go to
diocese on a series of four modules covering Scripture, Church
History, Theology, and Diaconia. Each module involves reading,
afve search and essays. |1 d6ve fini
)jgﬁlrth.
; In"addition to our studies we have to do a practicum, or field study.
That

involves moving from our s
the dinner, please contact Mary Schwartz #730Bwh er e you come i n! I 61 1 be prac
-2473. Il 8l be involved in | ots of ar e

know you al . I dm | ooking f or we
I want to thank you for wel comi
for at |l east six mont hs, pr obat
participate in your Outreach efforts and in your communal life.

Thank you again for taking me i

forward to a happy association.

Blessings and Peace,
Cammie
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