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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for July 30, 2017 

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 12 
 

THE READINGS 
 
First Reading: Genesis 29:15-29 Alternate: 1 Kings 3:5-12 

15 Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore 
serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?”  

16 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of 
the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah's eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 18 

Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter 
Rachel.”  

19 Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any 
other man; stay with me.”  

20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days 
because of the love he had for her.  

21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is 
completed.”  

22 So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. 23 But in 
the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24 

(Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 25 When morning came, it 
was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve 
with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?”  

26 Laban said, “This is not done in our country – giving the younger before the 
firstborn. 27 Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for 
serving me another seven years.”  

28 Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as 
a wife. 29 (Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be her maid.) 

Worth Noting: What are we to make of Biblical family values? Jacob had nine children with his two 
wives, Leah and Rachel, and was father to four sons with Bilhah and Zilpah. Each of Jacob’s 
offspring played a role in salvation history. How does your community support unusual family 
constellations?  

 
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b Alternate Psalm 119:129-136 
O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name,  

make known his deeds among the peoples.  
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him;  

tell of all his wonderful works.  
3 Glory in his holy name;  

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.  
4 Seek the LORD and his strength;  

seek his presence continually.  
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5 Remember the wonderful works he has done,  
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,  

6 O offspring of his servant Abraham,  
children of Jacob, his chosen ones.  

 

7 He is the LORD our God;  
his judgments are in all the earth.  

8 He is mindful of his covenant forever,  
of the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations,  

9 the covenant that he made with Abraham,  
his sworn promise to Isaac,  

10 which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute,  
to Israel as an everlasting covenant,  

11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan  
as your portion for an inheritance.” 

 
45bPraise the LORD! 

Worth Noting: Muslims, Christians, and Jews may all pray this Psalm. How should the three 
faiths negotiate God’s eternal covenant with the descendants of Abraham to give to them “the land of 
Canaan”?  

 
Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27 And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God. 28 We know that all things work together for good for 
those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.  

29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he 
predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he 
justified he also glorified.  

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 

He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  

35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we 
are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”  

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
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Worth Noting: Throughout Romans 8, Paul writes poetically of creation’s mystical union with 
Christ and the Spirit in love.  As the body of Christ, how does your community embody and enact 
this love? 

 
Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

31 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when 
it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come 
and make nests in its branches.”  

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened. 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found 
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into 
baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out 
and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

51 “Have you understood all this?”  
They [the disciples] answered, “Yes.”  

52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is 
new and what is old.” 

Worth Noting: Jesus expresses appreciation for the scribes who remember and update our story. Who 
is the scribe, the memory-catcher, in your local, religious community? How does your community pass 
on its history and way of doing things to newcomers – with intentional group sessions? Mentoring?  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 Jesus and Matthew use parables to prod thinking, to rouse the imagination, to break 
old ways of thinking. While the parables in this week’s Gospel are often called “parables of 
the kingdom of heaven,” two of them may be said to do that while the others describe how 
one must react to the presences of the kingdom. 
 The parables of the mustard seed and of the leaven in dough (verses 31-33) suggest 
that the kingdom of God works invisibly, silently, to transform the world. The Church is not 
necessarily coextensive with the kingdom of heaven but is itself silently and invisibly 
transformed.  

Who is included in the kingdom of heaven? As the mustard tree-shrub provides 
shelter and resting place to birds from everywhere, can we say that the kingdom of heaven 
welcomes peoples from all directions? The fifth parable, of the net bringing in many fish 
(verses 47 -50) affirms that the kingdom does exactly that, drawing in all indiscriminately. 
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Jesus does not set out the criteria for judgment between the evil and the righteous in this 
parable but does later in Matthew 25:31-46, the parable of the judgment of the nations. 
There the criteria are clear: the corporal works of mercy (feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked, etc.). Many of all beliefs and none meet these standards. 
 We also note that people consume the mustard plant and the leaven. Just so, humans 
are to use and in turn be enriched by the kingdom.  

Jesus emphasizes the value of the kingdom in the parables of the treasure in the field 
and pearl of great value (verses 44-46). Matthew could not have provided a more direct 
lesson than with these stories. His community would have been familiar with similar stories 
of suddenly found riches, stories used for general education and for legal analysis. Jesus 
simply assumes typical human behavior. In both of these parables, he emphasizes that both 
finders sell all they had in order to capture the prize. Jesus asks just such commitment from 
his followers, here and elsewhere in the Gospel (see Matthew 6:19-21; 19:21).  

 
Leaving It All on the Field 

 Parables are meant to be mulled over, preferably in dialogue with others. We are 
urged to find new meanings in them as we change and grow. The observations above reflect 
a broad consensus on the way Matthew’s first hearers would have understood the parables. 
We don’t usually think about these particular parables as telling us about God and Jesus, but 
perhaps they do that too. Christians assert that Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, 
relinquished his divinity in order to dwell as a human within creation. Could not the treasure 
hunter and the merchant who sell everything be figures of Jesus? Is this not what Paul spoke 
of in Philippians 2, when he reminds us that Jesus emptied himself for the sake of the 
kingdom of heaven. When Jesus urges his followers to sell all and follow him, he walks the 
talk.   

Prompting Conversations 
Why does it seem so important to remember our family stories? Do we make an 
equal effort to remember and pass down the stories of our communities?  
 
We can “risk it all” financially, socially, and often, most frighteningly, in our 
relationships. Getting married represents such a move. When have you ever been 
willing to risk it all to achieve a major goal? What were your emotions as you did? 
 
If in these parables, it is Jesus who goes all in, how might we understand the treasure 
in the field and the pearl of great price?  

 
 

Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
publications to academic and general audiences for the New Testament. He earned 
his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University of Denver/Iliff School of Theology 
joint program.  He appreciates any correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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