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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for August 6, 2017 

Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Exodus 34:29-35 Reading for 9th Pentecost: Genesis 32:22-31 

29 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with 
the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face 
shone because he had been talking with God. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw 
Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses 
called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and 
Moses spoke with them.  

32 Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that 
the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses had finished speaking with 
them, he put a veil on his face; 34 but whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak 
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the 
Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that 
the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he 
went in to speak with him. 

Worth Noting: The passage marks the delivering of the Ten Commandments by God, through 
Moses, to the Hebrew people. Transmission of the whole of the Torah, including the Ten 
Commandments is the occasion for a major Jewish celebration (Simchat Torah). Does your 
community celebrate the transmission of the Law? For a secular parallel, how might Americans 
celebrate the completion of the Constitution? 

 
Psalm 99 Psalm for 9th Pentecost 17:1-7, 15 
1 The LORD is king; let the peoples tremble!  

He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!  
2 The LORD is great in Zion;  

he is exalted over all the peoples.  
3 Let them praise your great and awesome name.  

Holy is he!  
4 Mighty King, lover of justice,  

you have established equity;  
you have executed justice  

and righteousness in Jacob.  
5 Extol the LORD our God;  

worship at his footstool.  
Holy is he!  

 

6 Moses and Aaron were among his priests,  
Samuel also was among those who called on his name.  
They cried to the LORD, and he answered them.  
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7 He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud;  
they kept his decrees,  
and the statutes that he gave them.  

8 O LORD our God, you answered them;  
you were a forgiving God to them,  
but an avenger of their wrongdoings.  

9 Extol the LORD our God,  
and worship at his holy mountain;  
for the LORD our God is holy.  

Worth Noting: The poet explores the holiness of God – God’s complete and utter otherness, a being 
like no other – and at the same time God’s deep engagement with the world. God executes justice 
and righteousness from the Jerusalem Temple. God’s otherness then includes God’s commitment to 
justice. Is justice one of your marks of holiness? 

 
Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:13-21 Reading for 9th Pentecost: Romans 10:5-15 

13 I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to refresh your memory, 14 since I know 
that my death will come soon, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15 And I 
will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these 
things. 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 

For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him 
by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

18 We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy 
mountain. 19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed.  

You will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the 
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, 
that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy 
ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.  

Worth Noting: The author describes the Transfiguration as a foretaste and prophecy of the Second 
Coming, countering some persons’ denial of this teaching (see 2 Peter 3:1-18). Do you see creation 
moving (slowly or quickly) towards such a day? 

 
Gospel: Luke 9:28-36 Gospel for 9th Pentecost: Matthew 14:22-33 

28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and 
James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the appearance of 
his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly they saw two men, 
Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31 They appeared in glory and were speaking of his 
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.  

32 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had 
stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 Just as they were 
leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” – not knowing what he said.  

34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 
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terrified as they entered the cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my 
Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”  

36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in 
those days told no one any of the things they had seen. 

Worth Noting: Throughout the Bible, mountain tops are sacred places of divine and human 
encounters. Rather than a place, some encounter God in activities, whether personal or communal. 
Do you have a routine to encounter God? 

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
In the Gospel scene, Peter, James, and John, having spent time with Jesus in his 

human, visible ministry, now glimpse divinity as Jesus’ full identity is revealed first in his 
transformed appearance. and then in the words from the cloud. For the witnessing apostles, 
the major take-away from the experience doubtless was this revelation of Jesus’ true identity. 
For today’s Christians, for whom the belief in the divine-human unity in Jesus is orthodox 
belief reinforced over many centuries, the Transfiguration may be less startling.  

An aspect emphasized by Eastern Christians is that Jesus’ transformation and the 
presence of the glorified Moses and Elijah, offered the apostles then and Christians now a 
brief glimpse of their own divinization, their participation in the Resurrection. With the 
apostles, Jesus had climbed to the top of the mountain after a day walking unpaved roads 
through the Judean countryside. As mountain tops rarely hold water, one can imagine that 
they were physically spent, hot, and grimy. Now they see Jesus post-Resurrection, in his 
transformed and glorified body. He is joined by Moses and Elijah, whose own radiant 
personas emphasize the glorification of the righteous. Life after death is life transformed. 

Readers rarely remark how easily Moses and Elijah converse with Jesus, while Peter, 
James, and John are speechless (or incoherent). Their conversation concerns the 
continuation and completion of Jesus’ earthly ministry. In that way, the Gospels show how 
Moses and Elijah share the divine perspective.  

Glorification and divinization, then, extend beyond the transformation of the body to 
include the enlightenment of the spirit. When glorified, the righteous will commune fully and 
easily with the divine. It is a beatific vision. 

 
August 6 

 When we think about events which changed the world, perhaps nothing since the 
time of Christ compares with the weaponization of nuclear energy. It is an unhappy but 
strangely appropriate coincidence that August 6, celebrating the Feast of the Transfiguration, 
also marks the anniversary of the explosion of the atomic bomb over Hiroshima Japan in 
1945. Why might we say appropriately linked? In many ways, they provide contrasting 
images of each other. With blinding light, for instance, both released enormous amounts of 
energy, one for destruction and one for transformation. Both provoked enormous change in 
the world, one evoking a fear of others not dissipated in the decades since, and the other 
commanding love of enemies, a change not fully realized in two millennia since. Both 
represent the heights of human achievement, one for killing, the other for giving life. One 
speaks loudly of the valley of tears in which humans labor, while the other offers God’s 
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vision for humanity.     
 

Prompting Conversations 
We read of the handing down of the Ten Commandments to the Jewish people and 
later to Gentiles. How do the Commandments (in any formulation) structure our 
lives? 
 
The Transfiguration gives one glimpse of the glory awaiting the righteous. How 
might you describe life-after-death? To what extent are you moved to transform 
yourself now? How do you do it? 
 
In an ironic twist, celebration of the Transfiguration and remembrance of Hiroshima 
fall on the same day. Do you feel the weight of the ties between the two that we do? 
Is there some way Christians could celebrate or remember both together? 
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