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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for September 3, 2017 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 17 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Exodus 3:1-15 Alternate: Jeremiah 15:15-21 

1 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led 
his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel 
of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was 
blazing, yet it was not consumed.  

3 Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the 
bush is not burned up.”  

4 When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 
bush, “Moses, Moses!”  

And he said, “Here I am.”  

5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on 
which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  

And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.  
7 Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I 

have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I 
have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land 
to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry 
of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10 

So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”  

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?”  

12 He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent 
you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this 
mountain.”  

13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of 
your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 
them?”  

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to 
the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  

15 God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God 
of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent 
me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations.”  

Worth Noting: When the NRSV uses LORD, as in Exodus 3:15, the translators mark the 
appearance of the divine name. The name is considered so holy, that it is not even uttered in prayer. 
To avoid that, the NRSV substitutes LORD the name. Which leads us to ask: What’s in a name? 
Why do we take some time to use first names or nicknames of people we have just met?  
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Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b 
1 O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name,  

make known his deeds among the peoples.  
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him;  

tell of all his wonderful works.  
3 Glory in his holy name;  

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.  
4 Seek the LORD and his strength;  

seek his presence continually.  
5 Remember the wonderful works he has done,  

his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,  
6 O offspring of his servant Abraham,  

children of Jacob, his chosen ones. . . . 
23 Then Israel came to Egypt;  

Jacob lived as an alien in the land of Ham.  
24 And the LORD made his people very fruitful,  

and made them stronger than their foes,  
25 whose hearts he then turned to hate his people,  

to deal craftily with his servants.  
26 He sent his servant Moses,  

and Aaron whom he had chosen.  
45b Praise the LORD! 

Worth Noting: Even though the Hebrew people are close to God, they avoid using the holy name. 
What name for God do you use when you pray? How about trying to use an especially affectionate, 
personal name for God? (I won’t tell you mine.) 

 
Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.  
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those 

who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay 
anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, 
so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 20 No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something 
to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

Worth Noting: In an age and at a time when evil seems everywhere, Paul’s admonition “Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” seems both appropriate and nearly impossible to follow. 
How do you overcome evil with good? How does your community go about doing it? 
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Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and on the third day be raised.  

22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! 
This must never happen to you.”  

23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block 
to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”  

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit 
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for 
their life?  

27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then 
he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”  

Worth Noting: Two weeks ago, Peter almost drowned when he was distracted by a storm. Last week 
Jesus blessed Peter when he focused on Jesus and declared him “Messiah,” and “Son of God.” This 
week Jesus rebukes Peter for, once again, losing sight of divine reality. How do you keep your focus 
on the important things of life? Have you a regular practice that somehow helps you do that?  

 

CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 
Entering into the Scriptures 

In Matthew 16:24-28, Jesus, prompted by Peter’s inappropriate solicitude for his well-
being, reiterates and expands the message of Matthew 10:38-39 (read June 25): To be a 
disciple is to take up the cross and follow Jesus. This fits surprisingly well with last week’s 
second reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans, when Paul urged the Romans to transform 
their mind and will to conform with the mind and will of God. Matthew’s recollection of the 
experiences of Peter provides some perspective into what it means to deny oneself and take 
up one’s cross. 

When Peter became distracted while walking on the water (Matthew 14:30; read 
August 13), he began to sink. We can conclude that for Matthew focusing on and trusting in 
Jesus is part of transforming one’s life. That’s because when we focus on another, we give up 
our self-consciousness, our self-regard – might one say our egos? – to join in spirit, in mind, 
and even in body with another. 

Peter was rebuked when he attempted to steer Jesus away from taking up his cross 
(Matthew 16:23), from pursuing his vocation. Peter, contrary to much preaching, was no 
dummy. Just as Jesus foresaw his own passion in Jerusalem, Peter could foresee the 
consequences for those who remained faithful to a disgraced, tortured, and executed Jesus; 
they were not good. Peter feared for the life of his beloved Lord, but in the back of his mind 
must there not have been more than a speck of fear for his own life and for the welfare of 
his family?  

Jesus demanded that all disciples, including Peter and 21st century Christians, change 
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their conscious horizon, to take on the mind of God. There is nothing in the Gospel of 
Matthew to suggest that Jesus was a suicidal masochist. What Jesus knew, what Peter came 
to realize, and what Christians through the ages have learned, is that God’s ways are not the 
ways of the world. Those who pursue God’s justice and righteousness, who live trusting no 
material goods, no matter the quantity they amass, face the death of a self-centered ego each 
day. As Paul also said (Galatians 6:4), they have become crucified to the world. 

 
On Social Jiu-Jitsu 

 After the latest atrocity, the all-star mega-hero basketball player urges his millions of 
followers to focus on love to overcome the evil around us, the systems and fears and people 
that weigh us down.  In Paul’s letter to Rome, he urged something similar, to “Bless those 
who persecute you” (Romans 12:14).  
 Isn’t that just foolishness? Don’t we have to do more than sing “We Shall 
Overcome”? Music is one way; others have used humor, art, and story-telling to change the 
world. 
 The citizens of Wunsiedel, Germany have grown famous for ingeniously turning an 
annual neo-Nazi march into a fund-raising operation for those leaving the same groups. 
Individuals and businesses pledge 10 Euros for every meter marched to a fund helping the 
disaffected. During the march, citizens hand out food and drink, helping the marchers 
complete the route and raise the maximum amount to reduce their numbers.  
 The German artist Gunter Demnig sets memorial cobblestones, called “stumbling 
stones,” before the last known residences of victims of Nazi persecution – including Jews, 
Romas, the disabled, Christian dissidents. Since 1992, over 55,000 such stones have been 
placed in 22 countries. They provide a witness to the horror of state-sponsored terror and 
the determination to remember that horror lest it ever happen again. 
 What was Jesus’ model? Start small, with just a small band of women and men; start 
local, even in a backwater town in a backwater province of the great Roman Empire. More 
than anything we remember that Jesus used stories to change people’s imaginations, their 
concepts of the possible. And always, Jesus took the long view, God’s view.  

 
Prompting Conversations 

Moses foresaw difficulty in convincing the Israelites of the validity of his mission. 
How do you go about assessing the credentials of those who would lead your 
community? What values do you prize and how do you discern their presence?  
 
Despite Paul’s exhortation, few Christian communities have survived long without 
serious conflict. How does your community manage that conflict? Do people ignore 
the conflict, just leave, or do they stay to resolve differences? Do Paul’s words 
provide any help in working through conflict? 
 
Can you recall an incident when humor, art, or other tactic deflected and defused 
tense situations? Were some changes a consequence?  
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