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St. Timothy’s Vestry Minutes 

October 4, 2022 

Vestry Minutes taken by Donna Packard, on behalf of Dominic Dezzutti, Clerk of the Vestry 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Present: Mother Lauren Grubaugh Thomas, Shawn Murphy (Senior Warden), Donna Packard 

(Junior Warden), Dennis Haugh (Treasurer), Erin Blankenship, Craig Bowie, Dig Chinn, Tim Mills, 

Ann Pontius, Marie Schriefer 

 

Absent:  

Rev. Mother Kim Seidman, Dominic Dezzutti, Jennifer Doskocil, Victoria Parker  

 

SPIRITUAL REFLECTION 

Mother Lauren led a welcoming exercise where vestry members formed teams of three: one 

newcomer, one greeter, and one observer. She gave some examples of greeting a person (or a 

parishioner we don’t know) in an open-ended welcoming manner. One good example might be 

to say, “I haven’t had the opportunity to meet you yet.” This allows someone who may be a 

visitor or a parishioner to respond in a graceful manner (and avoid embarrassment that we 

don’t know someone). We rotated roles, going through the exercise three times. The observer 

was able to coach the greeter and reflect on positive interactions or offer suggestions.  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Shawn called the meeting to order at 7:04p.m. A quorum was present. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Erin moved and Craig seconded to approve the amended minutes of the September vestry 

meeting; the motion was approved. 

 

TREASURER REPORT 

As explained in his written treasurer’s reports, Dennis highlighted our financial position: August 

giving is tracking close to pledges and expenses are under control; however, we continue to 

have losses due to market conditions. There is no progress finding a new treasurer. Vestry 

needs to put their thinking caps on and if a vestry member feels led to ask someone to serve as 

treasurer, they should have a conversation with that person. 

 

CLERGY AND WARDEN REPORTS 

Tim remarked that Mother Kim's report was uplifting, and he is pleased that we have hired a 

nursery caregiver. 
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There was a brief discussion about the Renewal of Ministry and Celebration of New Ministry on 

October 20 at 5:30. There will be a catered dinner to follow. Dig and Craig volunteered to help 

with setup and Erin volunteered to help with cleanup. Shawn will check with Sandra about the 

time for helpers to arrive. He will contact everyone by email. 

 

Shawn reminded us about the October 22 all parish workday as well as the Trunk or Treat 

celebration on October 30. 

 

Donna asked vestry members to let the property committee know of questions pertaining to 

parking lot lighting. Donna also informed the vestry of an apparent intrusion into the building in 

the early morning hours of October 4. Englewood lock and key will meet with Susan and Jana 

tomorrow to obtain information needed to get a bid for key cards in lieu of hard copy keys. 

 

VESTRY RETREAT REPORTS 

Believe Out Loud – There is some concern about parishioners who may think BOL is a decision 

that has been made and not a process of discernment. Shawn observed that we need to hold 

the objectives of the BOL process in front of people. People need to be reminded that there is 

no predetermined outcome nor is there a hard timeline. This is a process for us as a parish to 

discern what kind of a congregation we want to be. Ann will discuss with Kim the best methods 

to communicate the BOL objectives. 

 

Fall Stewardship – Shawn invited vestry members to provide feedback on the stewardship 

mailing. We need to get updates to Susan by COB on October 5 so the materials can be printed 

and mailed on October 10. Dig wondered if the pledge card should include an estimate of when 

distributions from stock or IRAs might be received by the church. Dennis said no. The consensus 

was that the stewardship package is well written. Dennis will add the names of the vestry 

members to the narrative budget and Shawn will send the three other pieces of the 

stewardship package to Susan on October 5. 

 

Second Service Survey – A discussion about the second service survey focused on a question 

about when the survey might be conducted. Shawn wants to conduct the survey in the near 

term; we have teased that the survey is coming. There was discussion about the phrase "the 

second service is comfortably full". It was decided that sentence should be dropped. Shawn will 

discuss the survey timing with Kim. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

The vestry is very enthused to employ a nursery caregiver. Vestry approval is required for the 

addition of 1K to the 2022 budget. Tim moved and Craig seconded that the additional money be 

added to the current year budget. The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

The Finance Committee charter has been reviewed by Shawn, Tim, and Dig. They recommend 

updating the spending limit language per the approval of vestry at the September meeting. 
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Shawn will make updates based on comments and send it out to the vestry for approval by 

email. 

 

 

CALENDAR REVIEW 

October 10 Fall Stewardship Campaign Mailing 

October 22 All Parish workday 

October 30 Trunk or Treat 

November 1 vestry meeting 

 

CLOSING PRAYER AND ADJOURNMENT 

Dig asked an interesting question of vestry members: When we pray, do we pray to God the 

Father, to Jesus, to the Holy Spirit or to the Trinity. Vestry members offered their thoughts with 

some short discussion. 

 

The group closed with a prayer from Craig. 

 

There not being any additional business, Ann moved, and Craig seconded the motion to adjourn 

at 8:20 p.m. Approval was unanimous. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Donna Packard for 

Dominic Dezzutti 

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 


