
St. Timothy’s Annual Reports 2015 
 

2015 Annual Report   Rev. Michael Carney, Rector 

2015 at St. Timothy’s was a time of gradual changes: we started out looking back at recent 
events and slowly began moving forward. Our fall Stewardship campaign compared this 
movement to growing a garden: preparing the soil, planting the seeds, nurturing the growth, 
and harvesting the fruit. To get to the harvest every step needs to be carried out.  
 
For many people the year began in grief over the departures of long-time music leaders Joyce 
and Gene Culwell and Youth Director Shanda Velisek. At last year’s Annual Meeting I 
introduced an Interim Youth Minister who simply was not a fit for St. Timothy’s. Even as the 
youth group struggled, however, our music program moved forward without missing a beat 
under Patty Lewis’ interim leadership. January also brought the most dynamic adult formation 
program we’d ever known: a series on Jewish-Christian relationships led by Dennis Haugh.  
 
The Vestry retreat in March represented a tipping point in the year. On the one hand we 
decided to suspend the youth outreach programs at the D’Zone. We also committed to 
searching for new staff members in music, youth and senior ministry. The next week I began 
making invitations to serve on planning teams in those three areas; the process of preparing 
the soil had begun. 
 
Many people had been praying for healing and renewal, and signs began to appear of the 
Spirit at work. These included a congregational outreach ministry day, powerful Holy Week 
services, the children’s Easter pageant, the formation of a new Stewardship team, our diaconal 
intern Pam Stewart preparing for ordination, and the start of a new adult Confirmation group. A 
well-attended congregational meeting in April provided a time for learning about church 
dynamics, raising questions and concerns, and offering updates about the process of renewing 
our staff. 
 
In April and May the three planning teams conducted surveys in order to gather congregational 
feedback. After this information had been analyzed it was reported to our members and used 
to create position profiles. These were posted online and two of the teams began to screen 
candidates. The Youth Ministry planning team found it more difficult to move forward, partly 
because the Vestry had not decided whether the position would be full-time.  
 
Gardeners know that growing plants is a painstaking process, with few visible results at first. 
During this season of nurturing new growth we celebrated the touching baptism of a newly-
adopted twelve-year-old boy, our Community Garden was planted, our annual Veteran’s 
display began, delegates attended the national gathering of the Daughters of the King, and an 
Episcopal consultant from Colorado Springs began to rebuild our youth group.  
 
In retrospect the signs of new growth are clear, but at the time the progress seemed 
frustratingly slow. Attendance and giving had fallen by almost 25%, raising concerns and 
anxiety among our members and leaders. The Vestry and Finance committee held a joint 
meeting in the summer and Senior Warden Karin Sugarman made a detailed financial 
presentation to the congregation.   
 



As the new program year began, visible signs of forward movement began to appear, including 
the beginning of Jeff Jentz’s time as Interim Youth Minister. The harvest table at coffee hour 
offered delicious tomatoes, the Children’s Weekend Bible School drew a crowd of kids and 
teenage counselors, church members enjoyed the annual picnic, fifty people attended the 
Youth Group Kickoff party, and dozens of animals and their human companions came for the 
Blessing of the Animals.  
 
During that time Patty Lewis was called to be our Music Director, Zachary Allen began serving 
as Organist/Accompanist, and Diane Waack took on leadership of our Young @ Heart senior 
ministry. Not only do they embody the forward movement of these ministry groups, but they 
joined a staff which had grown into a collaborative and mutually supportive team of leaders. 
 
We saw more steps forward in the revival of the Youth Group, which took the lead in putting on 
a Fall Festival for neighborhood kids and held a retreat at Camp IdRaHaJe. Our Stewardship 
campaign brought in a number of new pledges, and though total giving was down a little from 
last year, the presentations by congregation members of all ages were inspiring.  
 
In December we Bishop O’Neill’s visit was highlighted by a dynamic sermon, another moving 
baptism and special blessings for five adults. As always Christmas Eve brought the joy of the 
children’s pageant and beautiful music at the later service. The first weeks of 2016 have seen 
a new series of Young @ Heart events, planning for next summer’s youth mission trip, 
outreach to refugees settling on the Front Range, a powerful and well-attended series on 
“Dialoguing with Colorado Muslims,” and Vestry approval of a contract to renovate our kitchen. 
 
On a cold Sunday just after Christmas, dozens of people joined the Bartusiak family outside 
the front entry to dedicate two benches in Ray’s memory. This beloved man embodied the 
hospitality and positive spirit which are enduring qualities of St. Timothy’s. We all miss Ray but 
know that, just as he’s found his eternal home, we carry his love in our hearts. Keep that in 
mind whenever you pass those benches—it’s what the church and the world need the most.  
 

 

2015 Annual Report   Deacon Cammie Houpt 

Within the Wider Community 

 HAAT Force: south metro:   
 continued to provide motel vouchers for homeless families on severely cold 

nights, 
 continue partnerships with participating motels, the Severe Weather Shelter 

Network, Café 180, Giving Heart Englewood and House of Hope, Family Tree 
 developed fundraisers and working on grants for further funding 

Within the Church 

 Outreach: 
 help to develop multiple levels of participation in outreach projects 
 help to raise awareness of needs  outside the church community 
 supported the committee in the Lutheran Family Services/Episcopal Migration 

Ministries project and other efforts 



 Seniors and Pastoral Care: 
 continued to help organize events and programs for Young@Heart and am 

working with Diane Waack, our new Senior Ministry Coordinator  
 participated in the Care Committee meetings 
 sustained the Caregiver Support Group 
 provided training for new Eucharistic Visitors  

Within the Diocese of Colorado 

 Commission on Ministry 
 attended BACOM for interviewing aspirants to Holy Orders 
 participate in meetings and conference calls 
 attended subcommittee “round table” discussions on diaconal formation 

 
 

2015 Annual Report   Patty Lewis, Music Director  

January of this year brought a BIG change to the music department. A new interim 
director/organist was chosen to span the gap between the Culwell departure and the hiring of a 
new choir director and organist.  

I agreed to take on the task of maintaining the choir and organ positions while decisions were 
made regarding the future music program requirements. The choir continued to present two 
anthems every week during the church year for all 10:00 services and Holy Week services. 
Solos and ensembles provided music through the summer months and I provided direction for 
the choir during this time as well as playing the organ every week for both services.  

 After much work on the part of the music committee reviewing surveys submitted by the 
congregation, the job of choir director was posted. Several applicants were interviewed and I 
was hired to be the permanent music director, continuing to play the organ until Zachary Allen 
was hired as our organist. He began playing in September and has been a welcome addition 
to the music program. The choir has continued to provide two anthems through the fall months 
and the Christmas season.  

The music department also provided brass instrumentalists for Easter Morning and string 
instrumentalists for Christmas Eve services. These are wonderful additions to our program. 
During the past year the choir lost three singers, but we have gotten 5 new singers. So our 
choir remains strong and growing. When all are here we number 20. We welcome newcomers 
any time. No auditions are required.  

 We are looking forward to 2016 with excitement and the anticipation of growth and new 
challenges. 

  

2015 Annual Report   Diane Waack, Senior Ministry Coordinator 

During the last 6 months, we have continued our monthly event in the Parish Hall on the third 
Thursday.  We have a Pot Luck and a program (Panty Raid, Operation Christmas Child, 
Cammie's Birthday, Game Day, "Show and Tech").  I have a planning board that helps me 
focus on the desires of our members. We have also attended a number of events through the 



RTD Senior Ride (Dazzle, Shrek, The Nutcracker).  We are beginning a new series of 
educational programs on the second Tuesday of the month in the afternoon to offer an 
expanded variety of topics.  Our first program featured a pharmacist who shared concerns with 
medication management. 

My view is that with a variety of offerings, at least three per month, seniors in the parish can 
choose what events interest them.  I want to encourage friendship and help all Young @ Heart 
members with their challenges and joys during this stage of their lives.   We are exploring a 
possible monthly book club focusing on Christian authors. This is still in the planning stage.  In 
upcoming months we have a slide show of my trip to the Holy Land, The Denver 
Mountaineers, Cinzettis, visiting author, Barb Warner, Movie Day and Memory Issues 
(presented by the Alzheimer's Association).  Attendance varies from 16-30 depending on the 
event.   

We are exploring transportation issues to make this program accessible to members who're 
isolated but have an interest in coming.  I am also exploring increased participation in planning 
events and reaching new seniors who attend St. Tim's but do not presently participate. 

 

2015 Annual Report   Margaret Utter, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

What a productive year for the children in 2015.  We began by celebrating Epiphany with an 
offering from our prayer boxes.  These funds were sent to the Colorado Haiti Project to support 
a child at St. Paul’s school in Petite Troup. Palm Sunday saw us joining with the choir to sing 
Hosannas in a processional anthem.   This was the first time the children of St. Timothy’s had 
been invited to join with the choir.  We had a blast and look forward to a repeat this Palm 
Sunday. 

The children spent the summer in the garden learning about how they help God bring life.  Big 
topic.  We could make all manner of connections with this theme.   The children learned that 
they pray to God and dig the holes, weed the beds and harvest the love.  Children’s Weekend 
Bible School was about Freedom.   The children presented to the congregation the story of the 
Exodus.  We had 30 children, 10 Youth, and many adults taking part in this weekend.  The 
CWBS was also the beginning of our Sunday school season.  This year there are 40 children 
enrolled in Sunday school.  We have seven Godly Play storytellers and several parents who 
come to help in the classrooms. 

Our prayer box focus in Advent was the Food Bank of the Rockies.  Once again we sent funds 
to provide weekend meals for school children in the metro area.  Our prayer was “NO MORE 
HUNGRY CHILDREN”. It’s a full schedule of learning, listening, and reaching out to be the 
hands and heart of Jesus in our own world. 

 

2015 Annual Report   Maria Gair, Communications Coordinator 

The Communications Ministry got a late start in 2015 with a meeting on June 3, 2015 attended 
by Steph Pike, Jennifer Saldano, and Maria Gair. We started off with the name “Publications 
Ministry” but quickly changed the name to “Communications” as we realized that less and less 
is published in a traditional hardcopy form. We spoke of bringing St. Tim’s further into the 21st 
century by improving and expanding our online communications. Discussions included 



updating the current Epistle to mostly electronic form, expanding the website, and utilizing 
more social networking and other avenues to reach a wider audience for St. Timothy’s. 
 
For the last half of the year, we transitioned to an almost completely electronic form for the 
Epistle. This not only allows us to share more with the congregation at a much lower cost (no 
mailing costs,  color photographs, more in depth content) but also allows for immediate 
distribution of timely information. We also worked on keeping the website more up to date, and 
Mickey Jackson is currently working on providing a new website template that would be 
available on mobile devices. Funding cuts mean that 2016 may see fewer new 
communications avenues being pursued, but the actions taken to date have improved and 
streamlined our current communications strategies hopefully reaching more people in a more 
timely manner. 

 

 

2015 Annual Report   Dennis Haugh, Adult Faith Formation Coordinator 

 January 2015 and January 2016 served as bookends to an interesting year for St Tim’s 
Adult Faith Formation. How interesting? Well we had occasion recently to count those who 
engaged during the last year with one or more of our programs, and it comfortably exceeds 
100 adults.  

What were the bookends? The first, in January 2015, was a special four week program 
on Jewish liturgy culminating in a Sabbath evening at Denver’s Temple Emanuel. Then this 
January Monir Ludin, previously chair of the steering committee of the Abrahamic Initiative 
(hosted by St John’s Cathedral) facilitated the series “Dialoguing with Colorado Muslims.” 
Again, believing it necessary to experience the worship practices of the religion we study, we 
traveled to the Denver Islamic Society for an evening witnessing the last of the community’s 
five daily prayers, informally conversing with members of the mosque, and sharing great 
desserts. One of the notable developments this past year has been the increased attraction of 
St Tim’s programs to those in the surrounding community. 

 Faith Formation, however, is more than just Christian education. At a minimum, it must 
include prayer and reflection. To meet some of those needs, during the year we sponsored the 
Lenten series on reconciliation, facilitated a Blessings group providing background in what it 
means to be an Episcopalian (in preparation for Bishop O’Neill’s visit), began preparation for a 
women’s retreat next January, supported a continuing Easter and Beyond group, produced the 
weekly Bible study material for Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary, and 
hosted two series of evening prayer with a Taize lilt.  

 Faith formation of course encompasses much more than the programs enumerated 
above. Contributing to the rich spiritual fabric of St Tim’s are the Daughters of the King, the 
weekly Contemplative Prayer group, the Transmitters, and the Brotherhood of St Andrew. We 
learn more about and grow closer to each other at Divine Diners, the Ladies Out to Lunch 
Bunch, the very informal Friday-pie men’s group, and coffee after Sunday services.  

A common theme: Food, sharing bread for the journey, being sustenance for one other, 
taking Sunday communion into our whole life. That’s faith formation in action. 

Save the Date Women’s Retreat January 20-22, 2017 



 See, the thing is: I have enough on my plate already. So when the likes of Andi Spoor, 
and Kathy Hendricks, and Nancy Hough, and Nancy Battilega, and Pat Jackson, and Mary 
Carr, and Jenn Ditmarsch start talking about a theme for the next St Tim’s Women’s Retreat 
and I know that I am physically unable to attend . . . well I just kind of tune out. I do know that 
the retreat is scheduled for January 20-22, 2017 at Cathedral Ridge and I am more than happy 
to help make it happen, but the theme? When I won’t be there? Come on!  

 It’s not like I remember nothing about it. I do remember that mimosas are involved 
somehow and I found out what a mimosa is (sparkling wine and orange juice). And a brunch 
on October 15 is involved too. I don't think football is ever involved. Johnny Depp was 
mentioned (favorably, I might add). Maybe he will be a co-facilitator? Not sure about that. 
Kathy seems to like him; maybe even better than Ken Phillips.  

 Like I said, all will be well and all manner of things will be well with that group running 
the show. Why worry? Be happy! And Save the Date! 


