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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Questions for Discussion for August 11, 2019 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 14 

 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 Alternate: Genesis 15:1-6 
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days 
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. . . 
 
10 Hear the word of the LORD,  

you rulers of Sodom!  
Listen to the teaching of our God,  

you people of Gomorrah!  
11 What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?  

says the LORD;  
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams  

and the fat of fed beasts; 
I do not delight in the blood of bulls,  

or of lambs, or of goats.  
 

12 When you come to appear before me,  
who asked this from your hand?  
Trample my courts no more;  

13 bringing offerings is futile;  
incense is an abomination to me.  

New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation –  
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I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.  
14 Your new moons and your appointed festivals  

my soul hates;  
they have become a burden to me,  

I am weary of bearing them.  
15 When you stretch out your hands, 

I will hide my eyes from you;  
even though you make many prayers,  

I will not listen;  
your hands are full of blood.  

16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;  
remove the evil of your doings  
from before my eyes;  

cease to do evil,  
17 learn to do good;  

seek justice,  
rescue the oppressed,  

defend the orphan,  
plead for the widow.  
 

18 Come now, let us argue it out,  
says the LORD:  

though your sins are like scarlet,  
they shall be like snow;  

though they are red like crimson,  
they shall become like wool.  

19 If you are willing and obedient,  
you shall eat the good of the land;  

20 but if you refuse and rebel,  
you shall be devoured by the sword;  
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

Worth Noting: Isaiah delivered these oracles as the Assyrians were conquering and occupying most of 
Judea outside of Jerusalem. Isaiah attributes the disaster not to Temple rituals but to ignoring the 
demands of the LORD to meet the needs of the oppressed, the orphan, and the widow (verse 17). Do 
you suppose the king’s advisors thought this an unconstitutional intrusion of religion into politics? 

 
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 Alternate Psalm 33:12-22 
1 The mighty one, God the LORD,  

speaks and summons the earth  
from the rising of the sun to its setting.  

2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,  
God shines forth. 
 

 3 Our God comes and does not keep silence,  
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before him is a devouring fire,  
and a mighty tempest all around him.  

4 He calls to the heavens above  
and to the earth, that he may judge his people:  

5 “Gather to me my faithful ones,  
who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!”  

6 The heavens declare his righteousness,  
for God himself is judge.  

7 “Hear, O my people, and I will speak,  
O Israel, I will testify against you.  
I am God, your God.  

8 Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you;  
your burnt offerings are continually before me. . . 

22 “Mark this, then, you who forget God,  
or I will tear you apart, and there will be no one to deliver.  

23 Those who bring thanksgiving as their sacrifice honor me;  
to those who go the right way  
I will show the salvation of God.” 

 
Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.     
2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds 
were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not 
visible. . .  

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he 
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did 
Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he looked forward to 
the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By faith he received 
power of procreation, even though he was too old – and Sarah herself was barren – because 
he considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and this one as 
good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the 
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”  

13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance 
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the 
earth, 14 for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If 
they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for 
them. 
 
Gospel: Luke 12:32-40 

32 [Jesus told his disciples] “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 
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yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near 
and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as 
soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when 
he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will 
come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds 
them so, blessed are those slaves.  

39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

Worth Noting: What do these three sayings have in common? Why did Luke group them here?  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Introduction to the Letter to the Hebrews 
 Last year we read from Hebrews for seven weeks, concluding in chapter 10. This week we take up 
where we left off with chapter 11. We can review briefly our comments from last year. 
 The who, what, when, where, and why of Hebrews has never been known definitively. It’s clear that 
Hebrews was written for an audience of Christians sometime around the year 100. Throughout the author 
emphasized the image of Jesus as immortal High Priest who has completed the perfect sacrifice for the 
remission of sins. Because of its emphasis on Jewish Temple rituals (which had probably ceased since the 
Roman destruction of the Temple in 70) and its portrayal of heroes from the Hebrew Bible as paradigms for 
Christians, it appears likely that the initial audience were a community of Jews in the final stage of 
preparation for baptism.   

Entering into the Scriptures 
 Temple sacrifice? Isn’t that pretty old fashioned, with echoes of superstition and 
black magic? Isn’t that what the witches in Hamlet were doing? (Well, no, not the witches.) 
We speak today of “the ultimate sacrifice” when a soldier gives her life, but otherwise we 
avoid the term in an environment that encourages us to want it all, and want it right now. 
 Some may even be a bit embarrassed by all the talk of sacrifice in the Bible, 
particularly in the books we love to avoid, Leviticus and Numbers. One commentator 
observed that “Sacrifice is one of the most inescapable, impenetrable, and off-putting 
themes in Christian thought” and goes on to point out that, despite this discomfort, 
Christian theology regularly describes Christ’s death as a sacrifice to atone for sins. To justify 
our discomfort, we cite the Hebrew prophets who railed against sacrifice – just have another 
look at Isaiah 1:11 above. On the other hand, priests and people were sacrificing daily in the 
Temple when Jesus walked through Palestine, and was he really anti-sacrifice? 
 Sacrifice represents one of the ways humans widely use to recall and strengthen their 
relationship with the divine. We need to understand that Temple sacrifice took place within 
the covenant between the God of Israel, and the people God called out of Egypt. Hebrew 
prophets certainly demanded more from the people than rote repetition of ancient formulae. 
But they never for a moment thought that the Temple sacrifices should be ended. Consider 
Psalm 50, above, in which the psalmist records the voice of the LORD “Not for your 
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sacrifices do I rebuke you; your burnt offerings are continually before me” (Psalm 50:8).  
The prophets and psalmists were deeply informed by a culture of sacrifice. To see why, and 
why sacrifice ties into the Gospel of Luke, consider one of the commands for sacrifice from 
Deuteronomy 26:1-16. Please turn to this passage and read it. We can wait. 
 In this passage, the Lord demands a sacrifice of the first fruits of the crop. The 
farmer, not the priest, recalls all that the LORD did taking Israel out of Egypt and into a land 
flowing with milk and honey. Every third year the offering of produce is to be shared with 
those who are landless – the Levites, widows, orphans, and aliens in the land. 
 In this ritual, Israel acknowledges that all possessions, all income, all wealth are from 
God and God retains the right to say how to dispose of possessions, income, and wealth. In 
the same spirit, in Leviticus 19:9-10 the LORD forbids harvesting all the produce from fields 
or orchards, requiring that the “windfall” (so to speak) be left for the landless. (The 
institution of the Sabbath and the Jubilee Year are examples of the LORD retaining the right 
to dispose of time as well as physical goods.) 

These themes reverberate through the prophets and in Jesus’ teaching. Hold your 
possessions lightly: They do not belong to you. Use your time wisely: God can demand a 
reckoning at any time.  
 Sacrifice, the ritualized transformation of objects often accompanied by the shared 
consumption of the offering, reminds us of the ultimate truth that we are stewards, not 
owners, of the world.  

 
“The One with the Most Toys Wins” 

 Sacrificing our goods and our time requires faith and trust. In the second reading, 
Hebrews holds Abraham and Sarah as paradigms of faith/faithfulness. They leave their 
home, their family, their jobs, their whole support system, in faithful trust to the call of an 
unknown God. They hold lightly their possessions and their earthly relationships. Hebrews 
goes on to praise their willingness, despite decades of deep, wrenching disappointment, to 
trust in God and to try for a descendant.  
 At bottom, our grasp on our possessions seems inversely related to trust in God and 
in ourselves. Our grasp is lightest when we trust that God will provide when we come up 
short. Do we trust ourselves to flourish with fewer possessions? In the same vein, our 
desires may be a matter of trusting the accumulation of possessions over relationships: The 
Scrooge syndrome. Gold never walks out the door to leave us heart-broken. IRA’s don’t 
cancel dates at the last moment. They may not be great conversationalists but bank accounts 
never talk back. 

 
Questions to Prompt Conversation 

Giving to religious institutions varies pretty widely by religious tradition. Members of 
some religious traditions give more of their income to their institutions (parishes and 
the like) than do others. Any idea why that might be? How does your tradition 
prioritize stewardship?  
 
Just curious: How much income do you need to live on? Could you survive on half 
your current income? If so, what would you cut out?  
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In your own life or as you see others, is the push for more income and wealth 
(beyond the sustenance level) more about competition than wealth for its own sake? 
Is money, in other words, the way to keep score in the game of life?  
 
Do you know someone who holds their wealth lightly? And do you think that’s easier 
when someone has more wealth than you have? 
 

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years, promoting 
engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills and burnish 
his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University of 
Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program. He has been publishing Journeying 
through the Revised Common Lectionary since October, 2013 and plans to end his 
involvement with Journeying with the November 24, 2019 posting. Anyone willing to 
take it on? More than happy to discuss. As always, he appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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