
1 
 

Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Questions for Discussion for August 4, 2019 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 13 

 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Hosea 11:1-11 Alternate: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

1 When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 2 The more I 
called them, the more they went from me; they kept sacrificing to the Baals, and offering 
incense to idols. 3 Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them up in my arms; but 
they did not know that I healed them. 4 I led them with cords of human kindness, with bands 
of love. I was to them like those who lift infants to their cheeks. I bent down to them and 
fed them.  

5 They shall return to the land of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their king, because they 
have refused to return to me. 6 The sword rages in their cities, it consumes their oracle-
priests, and devours because of their schemes. 7 My people are bent on turning away from 
me. To the Most High they call, but he does not raise them up at all.  

8 How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O Israel? How can I 
make you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my 
compassion grows warm and tender. 9 I will not execute my fierce anger; I will not again 
destroy Ephraim; for I am God and no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not 
come in wrath. 10 They shall go after the LORD, who roars like a lion; when he roars, his 
children shall come trembling from the west. 11 They shall come trembling like birds from 
Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyria; and I will return them to their homes, says 
the LORD.  

Worth Noting: Couldn’t these be any parent’s words, spoken in hope of a beloved child’s turn from a 
disastrous course?  

 
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 Alternate: Psalm 49:1-11 
1 O give thanks to the LORD,  

for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.  
2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,  
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those he redeemed from trouble  

3 and gathered in from the lands,  
from the east and from the west,  
from the north and from the south.  

 

4 Some wandered in desert wastes,  
finding no way to an inhabited town;  

5 hungry and thirsty,  
their soul fainted within them.  

6 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,  
and he delivered them from their distress;  

7 he led them by a straight way,  
until they reached an inhabited town.  

8 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,  
for his wonderful works to humankind.  

9 For he satisfies the thirsty,  
and the hungry he fills with good things.  
 

43 Let those who are wise give heed to these things,  
and consider the steadfast love of the LORD. 

 
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11 

3 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.  

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming 
on those who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways you also once followed, when you were 
living that life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such things – anger, wrath, malice, slander, 
and abusive language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have 
stripped off the old self with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11 In that renewal 
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave 
and free; but Christ is all and in all!  

Worth Noting: This week’s selection from Colossians is the last in the Lectionary. The first verse 
and the last provide appropriate bookends and summaries. In baptism Christians put to death the 
faults of the present age and are reborn, with a primary identity no longer ethnicity but one-in-Christ. 
Do Christians that you know transcend race, ethnicity, and nationality in their lives? 

 
Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.”  

14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?”  
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15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for 
one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”  

16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And 
he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he 
said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all 
my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, 'Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.'  

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of 
you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’  

21 “So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward 
God.”  

Worth Noting: Over the next six weeks, the Lectionary includes many of Luke’s teachings on 
wealth. Luke emphasizes that wealth is to be shared with others, not hoarded as the rich man tries to 
do (verses 16-21). “Money is the root of all evil:” right? Is it the pursuit of money? Greed? Or 
unwillingness to share? Or is money just the root of all evil full stop? 

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 After publishing last week’s Journeying, I led some Bible Studies in which the question 
of whether Jesus’ calling on God as Father was unusual for his time and place. After doing 
some scrambling, I concluded that this was not so unusual, that Old Testament literature 
includes many similar references with which Jesus would have been very familiar.  
 It is true that the Hebrew Bible does not include any prayers referencing God as 
father. The Deuterocanonical books of Sirach and Tobit, probably written within a century 
of Jesus’ birth and included in the first Christian collections, do include prayers to God as 
father. The Book of Sirach reads:  

O Lord, Father and Master of my life, do not abandon me to their designs, and do 
not let me fall because of them!  . . . O Lord, Father and God of my life, do not give 
me haughty eyes (Sirach 23:1,4). 
I cried out, “Lord, you are my Father; do not forsake me in the days of trouble, when 
there is no help against the proud” (Sirach 51:10). 

And in Tobit: “He has shown you his greatness even there. Exalt him in the presence of 
every living being, because he is our Lord and he is our God; he is our Father and he is God 
forever” (Tobit 13:4).  
 In addition, the Old Testament commonly refers to Israel as the son of God, 
implying a familial relationship between the people and God. Hosea 11:1 and 10 (above), for 
example, emphasizes Israel’s sonship and God’s love: “When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
and out of Egypt I called my son . . . They shall go after the LORD, who roars like a lion; 
when he roars, his children shall come trembling from the west.” (Hosea 11:1, 10). Other 
explicit references come at Deuteronomy 14:1; Psalm 2:7; Isaiah 45:11; 63:16; and Jeremiah 
3:19, 22; 31:9, 20.  
 Also recall that Luke composed a Gospel for and on behalf of a Greco-Roman 
audience, one certainly familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures but also embedded in the 
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broader culture. It was common to speak of Zeus and Jove as fathers and Roma as mother 
of the people (besides being fathers and mothers of other gods). More closely related to the 
Gospel of Luke would have been the practice of Roman emperors, themselves considered 
both sons of gods and deities (at death or in life), inscribing on coins their image with the 
title “Father of the Empire.” 
 Romans may have thought calling the God of the Jews “Father” slightly treasonous 
(only Caesar is god and father); no one would have been surprised when Jesus addressed 
God as “Father.”  

 
If Money Can’t Buy Happiness, What Can It Buy? 

 The rich man in the Gospel parable acts like a supreme individualist of the 21st 
century. He thinks his wealth is his to dispose of as he sees fit, without thought to the needs 
of those around him. He has food and shelter beyond measure, enough to last a lifetime. He 
speaks only to himself, as if looking into the mirror to find someone with whom to 
converse. He should be, by all the measures of a modern society, happy. 

And right up to the moment he dies, he may claim to be happy. But is there more to 
life than happiness? Our community has been talking about the difference between 
happiness and joy. It seems to be a popular topic these days, with a bestseller by David 
Brooks (The Second Mountain: The Quest for a Moral Life) dealing with the subject. In our 
conversation, we found Brooks’ argument that joy springs from a life organized around a 
commitment to a person (as in marriage), or a cause (promoting literacy, for example) to be 
persuasive. Happiness is static, self-satisfied. Joy-filled commitments open us up and make 
us see how much deeper we are than the surface representation of materials and feelings. 
Happiness prioritizes the individual, while joy springs from and nourishes connections with 
others. 

Nevertheless, some hesitate. Some would say that freedom is a greater value than joy, 
and commitments binding us to others inhibit our freedom.  

The Biblical tradition holds that happiness, joy, freedom, intelligence, persistence are 
all given to us as gifts not to make more money but to build the kingdom of God. In the 
process of building the kingdom, we make commitments that make each of us the best 
person we can be. When we accept that mystery, then we must interrogate each of these 
values to see how, first, they promote the growth of individuals and, second, how they 
promote God’s kingdom.  

This is the message of Colossians: Christians who have died to the world and been 
raised to new life in baptism, now take on the rule of their Lord. It is the lesson of the good 
marriage: two people committed to each other find freedom to live life richly, fully, and 
freely. Making a commitment is like a super power, raising personality to new heights.  

 
Questions to Prompt Conversation 

What is your take on money and wealth? For sure something about wealth can be 
toxic (see A Christmas Carol) and it can help promote joy (see A Christmas Carol). Was 
the prosperous farmer doing anything more than providing for his old age? Were the 
barns just his first century IRA? 
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How does being a child of God impact the way you live your life? What’s the role of 
“tough love” in your relationship with God?  
 
Ever see a picture of a joyful person? Chances are the body is upright, perhaps 
jumping, with the hands up – way, way, way up – in a defenseless, vulnerable pose. Is 
the person surrendering to life? Is that what’s going on? 
 
How is a commitment to be a disciple of Christ differ from any other commitment, 
such as climbing the corporate ladder, pursuing social justice, or growing as spouse 
and parent?  
 
One habit meant to promote joy is to record daily, with a pen or pencil, three things 
for which you are grateful. Ever tried it? Did it work?  
 

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years, promoting 
engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills and burnish 
his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University of 
Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program. He has been publishing Journeying 
through the Revised Common Lectionary since October, 2013 and plans to end his 
involvement with Journeying with the November 24, 2019 posting. Anyone wanting 
to take it on? More than happy to discuss. As always, he appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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