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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Questions for Discussion for May 12, 2019 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Acts 9:36-43 

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became ill 
and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was 
near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the 
request, “Please come to us without delay.”  

39 So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the 
room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other 
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and 
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.”  

Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and 
helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive.  

42 This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 

Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

Worth Noting: Isn’t it fitting to hear of Tabitha on Mothers’ Day! We know that women 
throughout the Roman Empire prompted the growth of devotion to Jesus, many by doing good well as 
Tabitha clearly did. Think of women whom you admire and are influential in your life today. How 
do they affect you?  

 
Psalm 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd,  

I shall not want.  
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;  

he leads me beside still waters; 3 he restores my soul.  
He leads me in right paths  

for his name's sake.  
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4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  
I fear no evil;  

for you are with me;  
your rod and your staff –  
they comfort me.  

 

5 You prepare a table before me  
in the presence of my enemies;  

you anoint my head with oil;  
my cup overflows.  

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  
all the days of my life,  

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD  
my whole life long. 

 
Second Reading: Revelations 7:9-17 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a 
loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!”  

11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?”  

14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.”  
Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they 

have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 For this reason 
they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the 
one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no 
more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb at the center of 
the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and 
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Worth Noting: Even after her recovery, Tabitha (Acts 9:36-43) will be hungry again, for that is the 
mortal condition. But the saints before the throne “will hunger no more” (Revelation 7:16). Is being 
satisfied with your lot, a mark of being in heaven? Is desire for more a sign of mortality? What of 
those who “hunger and thirst for justice”? 

 
Gospel: John 10:22-30 

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 

and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered 
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around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 
Messiah, tell us plainly.”  

25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in 
my Father's name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 
sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father 
has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. 30 The 
Father and I are one.” 

Worth Noting: Today we know the festival of Dedication as Chanukah, celebrating the liberation, 
purification, and rededication of the Temple by the Maccabees (164 B.C.E.). The Gospel selection 
follows the discussion of Jesus as the Good Shepherd, and shepherds were a popular image of the good 
kings of Israel. Within that context, the Jews are asking whether Jesus is a Messiah, an anointed 
one (as Saul, David, Solomon and all the other kings were anointed and therefore messiahs) come to 
liberate the nation from the Romans.  Jesus and the questioners speak at cross-purposes: one side 
looking for a political, doubtless violent liberation; Jesus speaking of a peaceful but difficult 
transformation of lives and systems as his followers join together to liberate all. These days it seems 
we often speak at cross-purposes with others. How can we move to foster meaningful dialogue?  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
“The Father and I are one.” Here is a claim that surely would turn the stomach of a 

devout, worshipping first-century Jew. The Shema, the single most important prayer and 
statement of Jewish identity cries “Hear O Israel, the LORD is our God, the LORD is one” 
(Deuteronomy 6:4; author’s translation). In John 8:41 Jesus’ interlocutors affirmed the 
Shema: “. . . They said to . . . [Jesus], ‘We are not illegitimate children; we have one father, 
God himself.’” Perhaps to reduce tensions, Jesus makes an interesting feint with his 
statement, for when he says “the Father and I are one,” the Greek one is hen, a neuter noun, 
not heis, which is masculine. Jesus says the Father and I are one thing, not one person. But 
how? 

Throughout the Fourth Gospel, Jesus asserts a unity with the Father in mind, in 
power, and in operation while he ministered to humanity. In verses 28 and 29 above, for 
instance, the Father gave Jesus his sheep, and no one can snatch them from Jesus or from 
the Father. Jesus can only do what he has seen the Father do and hears from the Father 
(5:19, 30)  

Since the time of the New Testament, the Church has worked to understand and 
describe the relationship among the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. In the first several 
centuries, some, the Sabellians and others, held that God is one person with three names: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Others, notably the Arians, taught that Jesus, the Son, was the 
first-born of creation but was indeed created and therefore inferior to the Father. Against 
the Sabellians, John 10:30 uses “are;” against Arians, “one.” Over the centuries, the Church 
has discerned the mystery of the Trinity, of one God and three persons. God is, the Church 
concluded, three persons in one God.  
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These 100 Days 
Each year, Christians celebrate the forty days that Jesus remained with his disciples 

after his Resurrection. We may wonder during this time what the world would be like had 
Jesus chosen to remain with the Church, even to today. Wouldn’t the world be a better place 
if Jesus’ divinity were beyond speculation? These forty days come as a transition time for the 
Church as we prepare for the time, the right now, ordinary and Ordinary time, when we 
must carry the presence of Christ into the world. 

Each year, our preparation includes sustained reading from the Book of Revelation 
which offers a view of the next life, the goal to which Christians move. While Revelation 
points to the future, our readings from Acts of the Apostles provide an inspiring and 
chastening view of what the Church could look like: focused on mission to the world and 
formation of communities devoted to care for each other. Together the readings help us 
keep our prize in view while emphasizing how our common life brings that life into reality 
here and now.  

Questions for Discussion 
How do Christians affirm the unity of the Father and the Son? How do Christians 
affirm their own unity with Christ? When have you experienced such unity? 
 
The period from Ash Wednesday to Pentecost, sometimes referred to (with only 
slight hyperbole) as the Great 100 Days, accounts for one-third of our liturgical 
calendar. During this long season, those in northern climes move from winter to early 
summer, from ski jackets and gloves to bridal dresses and graduation gowns, from 
repentance to . . . what? What has this season meant to you this year? 
 
What do you understand the role of the Church to be? Is our common life simply an 
aid to help us, foolish and frail as we are, to follow the way of the Lord? Or is there 
more to it than that? 
 
 

Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years, promoting 
engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills and burnish 
his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University of 
Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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