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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Questions for Discussion for May 19, 2019 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Acts 11:1-18 

1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?”  

4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of 
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming 
down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked 
at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also 
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8  

“But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered 
my mouth.’  

But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you 
must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 
heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house 
where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between 
them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. 13 

He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and 
bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire 
household will be saved.’ 

 15 “And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at 
the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same 
gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder 
God?”  

18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then 
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God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

Worth Noting: The story of the reception of the Holy Spirit and Baptism of Cornelius and his 
household was so important to the early Christian community that it appears twice in Acts. The first 
time (Acts 10:1-48) is a narration as the events unfold. The text above is the second, a retelling by 
Peter of the incident. How to bring Gentiles into the household of the God of Israel was the burning 
question for the first Christians. The story of Cornelius confirmed that God wills that the Gentiles be 
brought in as Gentiles, without becoming Jews. They don’t need to be initiated into Judaism. Often 
communities adopt formal and, even more often, informal steps newcomers must take to be fully 
welcomed. In your immediate faith community, a parish or the like, what kind of initiation do 
newcomers have to undertake in order to be fully accepted? Be introduced at the principal service? 
Bring coffee and rolls on a Sunday morning? Sign up for a ministry? Register for giving envelopes? 
Whatever the process, how is it helpful? 

 
Psalm 148 
1 Praise the LORD!  

Praise the LORD from the heavens;  
praise him in the heights!  

2 Praise him, all his angels;  
praise him, all his host!  

 

3 Praise him, sun and moon;  
praise him, all you shining stars!  

4 Praise him, you highest heavens,  
and you waters above the heavens!  

 

5 Let them praise the name of the LORD,  
for he commanded and they were created.  

6 He established them forever and ever;  
he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.  
 

7 Praise the LORD from the earth,  
you sea monsters and all deeps,  

8 fire and hail, snow and frost,  
stormy wind fulfilling his command!  
 

9 Mountains and all hills,  
fruit trees and all cedars!  

10 Wild animals and all cattle,  
creeping things and flying birds!  
 

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,  
princes and all rulers of the earth!  

12 Young men and women alike,  
old and young together!  
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13 Let them praise the name of the LORD,  
for his name alone is exalted;  
his glory is above earth and heaven.  

14 He has raised up a horn for his people,  
praise for all his faithful,  
for the people of Israel who are close to him.  
Praise the LORD!  

Worth Noting: The Book of Psalms really has something for all occasions. Imagine the 
unimaginable: You are a parent of a student shot at school asked to pray this Psalm on a Sunday. 
This Sunday. Could you do it? Perhaps you would prefer Psalms 13 or 23? 

 
Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  

“See, the home of God is among mortals.  
He will dwell with them;  
they will be his peoples,  
and God himself will be with them;  

4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  
Death will be no more;  

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,  
for the first things have passed away.”  

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It 
is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”  

Worth Noting: “Dwell” is the same kind of dwelling as in John 1:14 “and the word was made flesh 
and dwelt/lived/threw his tent in with us.” Does going camping with God fit your image of God? 

 
Gospel: John 13:31-35 

31 When he [Judas Iscariot] had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will 
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a 
little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am 
going, you cannot come.’ 

 34 “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

Worth Noting: In this prayer, Jesus directs his disciples to “love one another,” not necessarily to love 
those outside the circle of Jesus followers. What prompts you to extend the circle of love to others? 
How far does your circle go? 
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CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 
Entering into the Scriptures 

 The opening of the Gospel selection raises one of the most distressful aspects of 
John’s Gospel: Jesus’ death is for his own glory, the glory of God in Jesus, and the glory of 
God. Back in John 12:23 ff. Jesus tells his disciples the same thing: His death is to glorify 
God. Furthermore, this seems to continue to his followers, for John closes the Gospel with 
the prediction of Peter’s martyrdom “by which he would glorify God” (John 21:19). Do we 
conclude that painful, violent, murders give glory to God?  
 All of this lies at the very heart of Christianity and as with most things has been the 
subject of reflection for two millennia. Our reflections here have no hope of providing 
definitive, once and for all answers but to suggest some ways to think about this mystery. As 
usual, some background will be helpful. 
 First a bit of terminology. “Glory” for John (doxa, in Greek) might as easily be 
translated as “reputation” or “good name.” While the term took on a negative connotation 
in certain contexts (contrasting the image an individual projects to the world in contrast to 
their true selves), that was not the sense that John used it. Instead, John refers to the glory 
that might be accorded to a king for his victories or magnanimity or wise law-giving. To his 
subjects, a king’s glory might bring fear, awe, or hope.  
 In the Gospel of John, Jesus’ miracles are symbols pointing to Jesus’ true nature, Son 
of God (e.g., raising of Lazarus John 11:4, 27) and Son of Man come to give food (6:27), 
heal (9:35), and judge the world (John 5:27). As we saw two weeks ago, Jesus insists in the 
Gospel of John that he and the father are one (John 10:30; 17:11, 21). Then these same 
miracles point to the nature of the Father as well as to the Son’s.  

Finally, we must also take into account that John links the crucifixion with the 
resurrection as one continuous act, as in John 3:13-14. The crucifixion is the presupposition 
of the resurrection, for unless Jesus dies, he cannot rise. More, the crucifixion is the 
continuation of the descent of Jesus from his pre-existent glory. Thus, the crucifixion and 
resurrection are but the completion of a single action initiated by the Incarnation.  

What, then, does the life of Jesus tell us about the nature of God? One can say that 
God truly is Emmanuel, God with us. Through the Incarnation of Jesus, God has infused 
human nature with a divine spark. From Jesus’ miracles, one can say that God heals, raises 
from the dead, and feeds. God associates the divine self with the least presupposing people 
in the world, starting with fishermen from a back-water region in a back-water province of 
the glorious Roman Empire. From the crucifixion and resurrection, one knows that God has 
experienced the depths of injustice and violence and has power over the death that ensues.  

Jesus’ life defines the doxa, the glory, the reputation, of Jesus’ God. This is not a 
warrior god, but a God who eventually will overcome unjust, violent death, and asks the 
faithful to do likewise. 

 
 “Chicago is My Kind of Town” 

I grew up on the southside of Chicago and have lived in large cities all my life. I love 
cities and grow restless in small towns. For me it is hopeful that John of Patmos describes 
heaven as a New Jerusalem, not a mountain top retreat, not a forest-surrounded lake, but a 
city. It is a huge city: 1500 miles long, wide, and high. (Next week’s lectionary includes more 
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descriptions of this city.) Like every great city, the New Jerusalem will be filled with people 
of many nations. It will not be filled with new things, but all things will be made new – food, 
transportation around the city, culture, traffic laws – for make no mistake about it, this is a 
real city that John describes, with massive walls and twelve portals in those walls. And every 
portal is open. Outsiders can come into this city; the walls are to define boundaries, not to 
keep people out. I can’t wait for all the great food, bright lights, colorful dress, and 
symphony of many languages. I can’t wait. 

 
Questions for Discussion 

For John of Patmos, cities represented civilization, rule of law, education, and culture. 
Such must be heavenly. Is that your vision of heaven? Or do you want a more 
peaceful setting. Maybe a stream-fed lake in the mountains, or a mountain top 
experience, or an idyllic village with a tree-lined green, clapboard church, and 
eighteenth century townhall. How might you use your vision of heaven?  
 
What image of God accompanies your vision? A mountain climber or mountain guru 
or benevolent elder in your village maybe. Mine is of a mayor who calls together all 
the citizens to decide on who does what at the next fête and opens the festivities with 
his expansive, fun loving personality.  
 
How does our brief disquisition on the glory of God strike you? Does this mini-
explanation for the crucifixion jibe with what you have been taught? Does it jibe with 
your experience of suffering, death, and God? 
 

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years, promoting 
engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills and burnish 
his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University of 
Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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