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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Questions for Discussion for October 13, 2019 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 23 

 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 Alternate 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 

1 These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to 
the remaining elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. . . 

4 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent 
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat 
what they produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and 
give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and 
do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray 
to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.  

Worth Noting: Jeremiah takes it as given that the Word of the LORD, though sent from Jerusalem 
to exiles 700 miles away in Babylon, will have power. The message is not to assimilate but to make 
a life in exile, to plant trees anticipating that future generation will enjoy their fruit. The Word bore 
fruit, for the Jewish community in Babylon led Judaism for several centuries after the Romans 
destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple seven centuries later (125 C.E.), producing the still authoritative 
Babylonian Talmud. Exiles – immigrants, refugees – enrich the new land when they come with 
warm memories of the food of their homeland and expand the palates of the native peoples. When 
was the last time you enjoyed a restaurant owned and operated by an immigrant? On reflection, what 
does it tell you about universal values? Anything? 

 
Psalm 66:1-12 Alternate Psalm 111 
1 Make a joyful noise to God,  

all the earth;  
2 sing the glory of his name;  

give to him glorious praise.  
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!  

Because of your great power, your enemies cringe before you.  
4 All the earth worships you;  
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they sing praises to you,  
sing praises to your name.” 

  

5 Come and see what God has done:  
he is awesome in his deeds among mortals.  

6 He turned the sea into dry land;  
they passed through the river on foot.  

There we rejoiced in him,  
7 who rules by his might forever,  

whose eyes keep watch on the nations –  
let the rebellious not exalt themselves.  

 

8 Bless our God, O peoples,  
let the sound of his praise be heard,  

9 who has kept us among the living,  
and has not let our feet slip.  

10 For you, O God, have tested us;  
you have tried us as silver is tried.  

11 You brought us into the net;  
you laid burdens on our backs;  

12 you let people ride over our heads;  
we went through fire and through water;  
yet you have brought us out to a spacious place.  

Worth Noting: Psalm 66 calls on all creation to rejoice and to praise the God (verses 1, 8) who 
delivered a particular people from slavery (verses v-7). How does your community celebrate the 
liberation of other people, regardless of ethnicity or religious tradition?  

 
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David – that is my 
gospel, 9 for which I suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But 
the word of God is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, so 
that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 11 The saying 
is sure: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign 
with him; if we deny him, he will also deny us; 13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful-- for 
he cannot deny himself. 14 Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to 
avoid wrangling over words, which does no good but only ruins those who are listening. 15 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need 
to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth. 
 
Gospel: Luke 17:11-19 

11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and 
Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, 13 they 
called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”  

14 When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And 
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as they went, they were made clean.  
15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with 

a loud voice. 16 He prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a 
Samaritan.  

17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? 18 

Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he 
said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”  

Worth Noting: The Greek used in verse 13 for “Master” epistatēs, is used elsewhere in Luke only 
by the apostles and only when they are having difficulty following Jesus (5:5; 8:24, 45; 9:33, 49). 
The more common term is kurios, “Lord.” What was it about the approach of the ten lepers that 
led Luke to use the rarer vocabulary? 

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 The story of the healing of the ten lepers has too many holes to bear scrutiny. Where 
were the priests that the lepers were to see? Jerusalem? In which case: (a) No wonder the 
Samaritan turned around once he found out he was cured. What kind of a reception could 
he expect in Jerusalem? And (b) no wonder the other nine, presumably Jews, kept going: 
They simply were being obedient to Jesus’ command. Jerusalem being a week’s walk away, 
they were still on their way when the Samaritan returned to Jesus.  
 But the point of the story seems to be that an encounter with Jesus can be physical 
but when it involves the whole person, the encounter can be salvific. Jesus, like Jeremiah, 
like God at the creation, can do things simply with words. In the case of the lepers, Jesus 
never says “Be healed!”  but just sends them off to do the proper rituals and thus restored to 
the whole community. All ten show faith in Jesus the wonderworker by promptly heading 
off to find the nearest priest. All ten we assume were healed. Their faith in Jesus led to a 
healing. But the Samaritan, returning, established a relationship with Jesus and in that was 
saved.  

 
Strangers in a Foreign Land 

The readings from Jeremiah and Luke highlight the status of the foreigner, the exile, 
the refugee. Jeremiah writes to the exiles in Babylon to do something not unheard of but still 
unusual: Stop thinking about returning to the homeland; make your home there in Babylon. 
The Samaritan embraces the Jewish Messiah and is saved. 
 We have commented recently on the fact that this section of Luke, on the road from 
Galilee to Jerusalem, heavily concentrates on Christian discipleship (to use modern 
terminology). Does this story of the ten lepers mark the end of that theme or is it somehow 
connected to discipleship?  

 
Questions to Prompt Conversation 

Many Christian communities enjoy a ritualized blessing of pets early in October, 
remembering the life and ministry of Francis of Assisi. Is this what the psalmist was 
proclaiming “Make a joyful noise to God/all the earth” (Psalm 66:1)? How does non-
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sentient creation – rocks, rills, and streams for instance – praise God? 
 
What do you think happened to the other nine lepers: Were they healed? Saved? 
(After all, they did have faith, didn’t they?) 
 
Jeremiah’s exhortation to pray for the welfare of the state presages the contemporary 
practice of praying for the welfare of all leaders in civil society. How does it feel to 
you to pray for the welfare of elected officials for whom you did not vote? Is there a 
way to leverage this practice to engage people with differing political convictions?  
 
Are followers of Jesus refugees in a strange land? What does it mean to be “in the 
world but not of it”? How might refugees be lights to the world? 
 

 
 

Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years, promoting 
engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills and burnish 
his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University of 
Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program. He has been publishing Journeying 
through the Revised Common Lectionary since October, 2013 and plans to end his 
involvement with Journeying with the November 24, 2019 posting. Anyone wanting 
to take it on? More than happy to discuss. As always, he appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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