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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Questions for Discussion for October 6, 2019 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 22 

 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Lamentations 1:1-6 Alternate Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 
1 How lonely sits the city  

that once was full of people!  
How like a widow she has become,  

she that was great among the nations!  
She that was a princess among the provinces  

has become a vassal.  
 

2 She weeps bitterly in the night,  
with tears on her cheeks;  

among all her lovers  
she has no one to comfort her;  

all her friends have dealt treacherously with her,  
they have become her enemies.  

3 Judah has gone into exile with suffering  
and hard servitude;  

she lives now among the nations,  
and finds no resting place;  

her pursuers have all overtaken her  
in the midst of her distress.  

 

4 The roads to Zion mourn,  
for no one comes to the festivals;  

all her gates are desolate,  
her priests groan;  
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her young girls grieve,  
and her lot is bitter.  
 

5 Her foes have become the masters,  
her enemies prosper,  

because the LORD has made her suffer  
for the multitude of her transgressions;  

her children have gone away,  
captives before the foe.  
 

6 From daughter Zion has departed  
all her majesty.  

Her princes have become like stags  
that find no pasture;  

they fled without strength  
before the pursuer.  

Worth Noting: The tradition names Jeremiah, whom we have been reading for several weeks, the 
author of Lamentations, a work clearly related to the destruction of Jerusalem and the exile of 
Judean leadership in the Babylonian captivity (587-525). The image of a desolate destroyed city 
evokes memories of Dresden, Hiroshima, Coventry, and Ground Zero. Have you an experience of a 
home destroyed? How did you cope? 

 
Canticle: Lamentations 3:19-26 or Psalm 137 Alternate Psalm 37:1-9 
19 The thought of my affliction and my homelessness  

is wormwood and gall!  
20 My soul continually thinks of it  

and is bowed down within me.  
21 But this I call to mind,  

and therefore I have hope:  
 

22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases,  
his mercies never come to an end;  

23 they are new every morning;  
great is your faithfulness.  

24 “The LORD is my portion," says my soul,  
"therefore I will hope in him.”  

25 The LORD is good to those who wait for him,  
to the soul that seeks him.  

26 It is good that one should wait quietly  
for the salvation of the LORD.  

 
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of 
life that is in Christ Jesus,  
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2 To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  

3 I am grateful to God – whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did 
– when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long 
to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that 
lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 
you.  6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the 
laying on of my hands; 7 for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of 
power and of love and of self-discipline.  

8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, 
but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9 who saved us 
and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own 
purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 but it 
has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For this gospel I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I 
am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is 
able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound 
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard 
the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.  
 
Gospel: Luke 17:5-10 

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”  

6 The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this 
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.  

7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 
tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8 Would you 
not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat 
and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for doing what was 
commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We 
are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’” 

Worth Noting: Luke continues with Jesus’ teaching on discipleship. The disciple is one who trusts 
that ultimately the power and love of God will right the wrongs of the world. The disciple trusts that 
following the life of God is its own reward, not honor or status. Who can you point to as a model 
disciple in your life? What attribute do you find most compelling? (For me, it’s perseverance.) 

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

But Why, oh God? 
Part of the power of the Bible is the very breadth of its concerns, its willingness to 

take on the peaks and valleys of human existence: delirious love in the Song of Solomon, a 
parent’s grief at the death of a rebellious son (2 Kings 18), and in Lamentations the 
destruction of a homeland. The Bible prompts us to be mindful of God’s presence in each 
of these moments and to speak honestly of our relationship with God, whether in the light 
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of joyful appreciation of God’s grandeur, or in the darkness of distrust in God’s power. All 
of these texts convey the message that “God can take our rants, for God already knows the 
pain.” 

The Lectionary proposes Psalm 137 as the alternative Old Testament response to the 
first reading. That Psalm, an inspiration for the 1970’s pop chart hit “By the Rivers of 
Babylon,” expresses the grief of the exile who remembers with pain the contours of their 
homeland and suffers the taunts of the oppressors: “Come on: Sing us one of your Jewish 
songs!” Who can sing of Mount Zion in the plains of Babylon?  

Encouraging us to sit with our pain and grief, the Bible also helps us to move 
through it. When the barbarians have sacked our city or cancer killed a child when can we 
say, with Lamentations,  

3:24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul,  
“therefore I will hope in him.”  

25 The LORD is good to those who wait for him,  
to the soul that seeks him.  

26 It is good that one should wait quietly  
for the salvation of the LORD.  

 Nor can we forget, in our desire to see others “move through the pain” that some do 
die in exile. Slaves may be callously and casually slaughtered by their masters. Children do die 
of brain cancer. Well may we ask “Why, oh God?” but the disciple also asks “Where am I in 
this pain? How do I act with the liberating God to help others in their times of torment? 
When are we the LORD’s portion?” 

 
Christianity 102: Sustaining Discipleship 

 This week’s Gospel reading, while seemingly disjointed, does provide a conclusion to 
the previous four week’s teachings on discipleship: demands that disciples be prepared to 
walk away from their families of origin, plan ahead, search out the wisdom of God’s reign, 
use wealth to build relationships with God, and do all with trust that it is worthwhile. Now 
Jesus adds “And once you have done all that, don’t go around patting yourself on the back: 
You’re just doing your job.”  
 Jesus says more than that, however. Luke 16:7 introduces the image of the master 
preparing a meal for the slave. Within the limited context of Luke 16, the expected response 
to the image is “Why of course he wouldn’t do that!” But Luke’s community would hear this 
within the context of the full Gospel of Luke, recalling the feeding of the five thousand, the 
Last Supper, and the post-Resurrection Emmaus appearance and would respond “But . . . 
but . . . but wait! That is exactly what Jesus did in his ministry and still does at every 
Eucharist!” Indeed, Christians find in the proclamation of the Word, the affirmation of faith, 
praying for the world, and sharing the bread and wine Christ’s invitation to “Come: Take 
your place at the table.” It is the table where Christians gather for food for the journey.  

 
Questions to Prompt Conversation 

Is it really reasonable to expect to have a faith that moves mountains? I mean, real 
mountains? On the other hand, do you have a friend who exhibits true faith? How 
does it affect their life?  
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Consider your relationship with your best friend (who may be a spouse). Can the two 
of you “call each other out” when things don’t go right? What about your 
relationship with God? Have you a Psalm, other passage from the Bible, or some 
other text that expresses your displeasure with the way God has ordered creation?  
 
While grieving in our own distress or sharing others’, we look for solace and strength 
to “move through it.” Can you share a time when a Eucharistic celebration provided 
solace, strength, and wisdom? 
 
 

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years, promoting 
engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills and burnish 
his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University of 
Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program. He has been publishing Journeying 
through the Revised Common Lectionary since October, 2013 and plans to end his 
involvement with Journeying with the November 24, 2019 posting. Anyone wanting 
to take it on? More than happy to discuss. As always, he appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 

 
Unless expressly stated otherwise, all quotations from Scripture are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
“Family Eating Lunch” from Wikimedia. 
Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary © 2019 Dennis Haugh. Recent postings may be accessed at 
https://www.sttims.net/journeying-through-the-lectionary/. 

 
 
 

 


