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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Questions for Discussion for September 29, 2019 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 21 

 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 Alternate Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of King Zedekiah 
of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar. 2 At that time the army of the 
king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the 
court of the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah, 3 where King Zedekiah of 
Judah had confined him.  

6 Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came to me: 7 Hanamel son of your uncle 
Shallum is going to come to you and say, “Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of 
redemption by purchase is yours.”  

8 Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in accordance with 
the word of the LORD, and said to me, “Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of 
Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.”  

Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD. 9 And I bought the field at 
Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to him, seventeen shekels 
of silver. 10 I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the money on scales. 11 
Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions, and the open 
copy; 12 and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the 
presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of 
purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. 13 
In their presence I charged Baruch, saying, 14 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them 
in an earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a long time. 15 For thus says the LORD 
of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this 
land. 
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Worth Noting: Disaster impends: Verses 1 and 2 date these events to 587 B.C.E., the year 
Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem, razing it to the ground, pillaging the Temple, and carrying off 
the governing elite, including king Zedekiah, to exile in Babylon. In this desperate situation, 
Jeremiah offered a sign of hope: a command from the LORD to buy a farm. Who are prophets 
proclaiming God’s hope today? Are there rituals that restore your hope? 

 
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 Alternate Psalm 146 
1 You who live in the shelter of the Most High,  

who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,  
2 will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress;  

my God, in whom I trust.”  
3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler  

and from the deadly pestilence;  
4 he will cover you with his pinions,  

and under his wings you will find refuge;  
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.  

5 You will not fear the terror of the night,  
or the arrow that flies by day,  

6 or the pestilence that stalks in darkness,  
or the destruction that wastes at noonday. . .  
 

14 Those who love me, I will deliver;  
I will protect those who know my name.  

15 When they call to me, I will answer them;  
I will be with them in trouble,  
I will rescue them and honor them.  

16 With long life I will satisfy them,  
and show them my salvation. 

Worth Noting: Psalm 91 is not a theological proof of God’s care for the righteous, but a poetic 
affirmation of the singer’s intimate relationship with God (sheltering under God’s wings, verse 4; 
knowing God’s name, verse 14) and a confession of trust in that God. Then in verses 14-16, God 
responds, promising to deliver, to protect, to answer, to be with, to rescue, to honor. to satisfy with 
long life, and to show salvation to those who love God, who maintain that intimate relationship. The 
apostle Paul summarizes all this in Romans 8:31b: “If God is for us, who is against us?” Can you 
describe a moment in your life of such trust in the face of severe threats? 

 
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7 for we brought 
nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8 but if we have food and 
clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those who want to be rich fall into temptation 
and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to 
be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.  
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11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, 
to which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of 
many witnesses. 13 In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, 
who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to 
keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 15 which he will bring about at the right time – he who is the blessed and only 
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 16 It is he alone who has immortality and 
dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and 
eternal dominion. Amen.  

17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or 
to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us 
with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 
generous, and ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 
 
Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 

[Jesus said to the Pharisees] 16 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and 
fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich 
man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was 
carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In 
Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with 
Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 
to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’  

25 “But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your 
good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you 
are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that 
those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from 
there to us.’  

27 “He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house – 28 for I have 
five brothers – that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of 
torment.’  

29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’  
30 “He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they 

will repent.’  
31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they 

be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

Worth Noting: Just before telling this parable, Jesus says “But it is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass away, than for one stroke of a letter in the law to be dropped” (Luke 16:17). In verses 29 and 
31, Jesus affirms that this teaching on wealth is not new but repeats the teaching of Moses and the 
prophets. Is that how you tend to view the Old Testament?  

 



4 
 

CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 
Entering into the Scriptures 

 Back in Luke 16:14, the Pharisees ridicule Jesus’ teaching on wealth (Parable of the 
Dishonest Manager, see last week’s Journeying). Jesus chides their concentration on wealth 
and then in verse 17 says “But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than for one 
stroke of a letter in the law to be dropped.” After a teaching on divorce (verse 18), Jesus tells 
this parable about Lazarus and the rich man. What is remarkable is the aura of the Old 
Testament in these verses.  
 “Lazarus” is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Eliezer, “My God aids,” the name 
of Abraham’s servant and Moses’ second son, the father of Joshua (so Luke 3:29). On his 
death, this Lazarus/Eliezer was carried away to the bosom of Abraham, the patriarch of all 
Israel, there to be cosseted as the beloved child for all eternity. Meanwhile, the rich man is 
not transported but buried. The concluding verse echoes verse 17 as Abraham/Jesus/Luke 
affirms that maintaining a relationship with the poor is every bit a part of the teaching of 
Moses and the prophets.  
 All of this points to the close ties between the New and Old Testaments. It can be 
said with great assurance that anyone ignorant of the Old Testament will struggle in vain to 
appreciate the New.  

 
 “What Did I do?” 

 In last week’s essay “What’s the Root of All Evil,” we explored the idea that fear 
drove the dishonest manager’s behavior, beginning with fear and distrust of his lord. Fear 
probably motivated the rich man in this week’s Gospel as well: fear of looking foolish for 
providing money to a beggar; fear of not having as much wealth as his brothers; fear of loss 
of status if he could not continue to host dinner parties.  
 Suppose he had overcome those fears (as I’m sure you and I have). What then? How 
should he view his wealth?  
 In 21st century culture the rich man’s wealth would be a source of pride in his very 
considerable accomplishment. Shouldn’t it give him great satisfaction? And shouldn’t he be 
able to dispose of his wealth as he deems appropriate? Perhaps sharing some largesse with 
Lazarus but not so much as to seriously dent his bank account. 

The parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man says no. Jesus tells us that the fact that even 
though the rich man had not transgressed the Ten Commandments, believed in a good and 
gracious God, he was consigned to Hades. Why? Because in the view of the Bible, wealth is 
not ours to own, but ours to steward on behalf of God. At 1 Timothy 6:17 (above), the 
author describes this as “As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to 
be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” In other words, God provides us the goods. 
How? By where and when we are born, to whom we are born, by the talents with which we 
are born. And yes, too often today, by the color of the skin when we are born. We realize 
that the self-made person is the person with opportunities and talents not of her own 
making. 

Therefore, things of this world are to be used in the way that God would have us use 
them, fulfilling God’s plans. Biblical Hebrew has a particularly sneaky way of emphasizing 
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this, for there is no word for “charity,” as in aiding those in need voluntarily, under no 
duress and without expectation of reward. The Old Testament instead speaks of “justice.” 
That is how Jesus of Nazareth would have seen the situation. It is justice that commanded 
the rich man to feed Lazarus. It was his failure to do justice that resulted in his consignment 
to Hades, and it is justice that calls us to a caring relationship with the widow, the orphan, 
and the alien in our midst. It is justice that demands we use our wealth – our time, talents, 
and treasure – to prosper God’s reign on earth. 

 
Questions to Prompt Conversation 

Jeremiah was dealing with very real international and national politics. In fact, nations 
always seem to be in crisis, in election cycles that “are the most important in our 
lifetime.” Where do you find hope amid the cries of alarm? (Simple persistence is 
certainly one.) 
 
The psalmist expresses faith in a loving God. How do faith, hope, and love work 
together.  
 
Does it make sense to say that providing for the needs of the oppressed is justice and 
not charity? What difference might that distinction make in your life, the life of your 
community, and the life of your nation? 

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years, promoting 
engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills and burnish 
his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University of 
Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program. He has been publishing Journeying 
through the Revised Common Lectionary since October, 2013 and plans to end his 
involvement with Journeying with the November 24, 2019 posting. Anyone want to 
take it on? More than happy to discuss. As always, he appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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