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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Questions for Discussion for April 14, 2019 

Sunday of the Passion or Palm Sunday 
 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Isaiah 50:5-9a 
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,  

and I was not rebellious,  
I did not turn backward.  

6 I gave my back to those who struck me,  
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;  

I did not hide my face  
from insult and spitting.  
 

7 The Lord GOD helps me;  
therefore I have not been disgraced;  

therefore I have set my face like flint,  
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
8 he who vindicates me is near.  

Who will contend with me?  
Let us stand up together.  

Who are my adversaries?  
Let them confront me.  

9 It is the Lord GOD who helps me;  
who will declare me guilty?  

 
Psalm 31:9-16 
9 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress;  

my eye wastes away from grief,  
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my soul and body also.  
10 For my life is spent with sorrow,  

and my years with sighing;  
my strength fails because of my misery,  

and my bones waste away.  
 

11 I am the scorn of all my adversaries,  
a horror to my neighbors,  
an object of dread to my acquaintances;  
those who see me in the street flee from me.  

12 I have passed out of mind like one who is dead;  
I have become like a broken vessel.  

13 For I hear the whispering of many –  
terror all around! –  

as they scheme together against me,  
as they plot to take my life.  
 

14 But I trust in you, O LORD;  
I say, “You are my God.”  

15 My times are in your hand;  
deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.  

16 Let your face shine upon your servant;  
save me in your steadfast love. 

Worth Noting: In the midst of trials and oppression, the psalmist clings in trust to the steadfast love 
of the God of the Covenant. Can you describe moments in your life when trust in God was all that 
kept you going? What was the source and vehicle of that trust? 

 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  

6 who, though he was in the form of God,  
did not regard equality with God  
as something to be exploited,  

7 but emptied himself,  
taking the form of a slave,  
being born in human likeness.  

And being found in human form,  
8 he humbled himself  
and became obedient to the point of death –  
even death on a cross.  
 

9 Therefore God also highly exalted him  
and gave him the name  
that is above every name,  

10 so that at the name of Jesus  
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every knee should bend,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

11 and every tongue should confess  
that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 

Worth Noting: This ancient hymn presents us with the stark realization that when we have the same 
mind as Christ Jesus we empty ourselves and become obedient, even to death on a cross. Is that what 
Christians of today sign up for? What is your cross? 

 
Gospel: Luke 22:14-23:56 or Luke 23:1-49 

1 Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2 They began to 
accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to 
the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.”  

3 Then Pilate asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?"  
He answered, “You say so.”  

4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an 
accusation against this man.”  

5 But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all 
Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.”  

6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he 
learned that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself in 
Jerusalem at that time. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting 
to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him 
perform some sign. 9 He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer.  

10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him.  
11 Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he 

put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. 12 That same day Herod and Pilate 
became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies.  

13 Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14 and said 
to them, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have 
examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges 
against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing 
to deserve death. 16 I will therefore have him flogged and release him.” 17    

18 Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for 
us!” 19 (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place 
in the city, and for murder.)  

20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; 21 but they kept shouting, 
“Crucify, crucify him!”  

22 A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no 
ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him.”  

23 But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and 
their voices prevailed. 24 So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. 25 He 
released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and 
murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished.  
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26 As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from 
the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A great 
number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating their 
breasts and wailing for him. 28 But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, 
do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the days are surely 
coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the 
breasts that never nursed.’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to 
the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it 
is dry?”  

32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.  
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 

the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.  
34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” 

And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by, watching; but the 
leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of 
God, his chosen one!”  

36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37 and saying, 
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, 
“This is the King of the Jews.”  

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are 
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”  

40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the 
same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 
getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.”  

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  

43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, 45 while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 

Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” 
Having said this, he breathed his last.  

47 When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly 
this man was innocent.”  

48 And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had 
taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts.  

49 But all his acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, 
stood at a distance, watching these things. 

Worth Noting: There are many, many characters in this story – disciples, soldiers, thieves, Herod, 
Pilate, the women of Jerusalem. Choose one. Think about who they are: their family, their history, 
their hopes for the future. Now read the Gospel again through their eyes. How does it change your 
view of Jesus?  
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CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 
Entering into the Scriptures 

 The Gospel of Mark provided the first and most influential recital of Jesus’ Passion. 
It is instructive and intriguing to catalogue the changes from that first account by Luke in his 
Gospel. Luke’s additions and deletions point to the particular message Luke wanted to get 
across to his audience.  
 Luke took Mark’s basic framework and layered over it the classical tradition of the 
Noble Death, the final days and execution of an innocent person. Like Socrates whose death 
five hundred years earlier provided the template for a Noble Death, Jesus is surrounded by 
his friends (if at a distance), consoles those who mourn his death, and forgives the 
executioners on the spot. All of these are important moments in Plato’s accounts of the 
death of Socrates, but none appear in Mark’s Gospel. Luke omitted Jesus’ recitation of 
Psalm 22:1 from the Cross (“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Mark 15:34), 
remembering instead Jesus reciting Psalm 31:5 “Into your hands I commit my spirit.” A truly 
noble spirit would never despair of God’s presence. 
 In Mark’s account, Pilate never makes a definitive statement about Jesus’ guilt or 
innocence but seems to classify Jesus with Barabbas, a notorious brigand. Writing a decade 
or two later, Luke consciously persuades his readers that Jesus was not a threat to order in 
the Roman empire. Three times Pilate declares him innocent. Herod the flunky king of the 
Romans finds no guilt. The centurion at the foot of the cross does not call Jesus “son of 
God” (Mark 15: 39), a title reserved for the Roman emperor, but instead declares him 
“innocent.”  
 It is interesting that Luke alone writes of Herod’s Jewish soldiers flogging Jesus and 
putting a robe on him. Mark and the other Gospel writers tell of Roman soldiers carrying 
this out. Again, Luke is insistent that the Roman authorities did everything in their power (!) 
to attest to Jesus’ innocence.  

 
“Who Is Your Daddy?” 

 Why was Jesus crucified? Some version of the Medieval atonement or satisfaction 
theory – that God the Father demanded perfect satisfaction for the original sin of Adam and 
Eve – subliminally furthers an image of a god willing to sacrifice his son rather than forgive 
unilaterally. The Gospels themselves offer scant evidence of this God – just two weeks ago 
we heard Jesus describe the generous spirit of the Prodigal Father.  
 In the selection from Paul’s letter to the Philippians, Paul speaks of Jesus’ obedience 
even to death on the cross (Philippians 2:5-11). We understand this to be Jesus’ obedience to 
his vocation to live as a human always, fully, and completely with the mind of God. As a 
human, Jesus had to experience death. The Gospels and Tradition remind us that anyone 
who approaches Jesus’ level of commitment to the way of God will be crucified.  
 In that view, God is not seeking revenge or satisfaction for sin but participating in the 
remaking of the world by infusing divinity directly into creation. Jesus’ death is the ultimate 
moment of that action, when God infuses even death with divinity, with holiness, with hope. 

 
Questions for Discussion 

On Good Friday, many Christians will hear the Gospel of John’s account of the 
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Passion. You may try the same exercise with this account as with Luke’s: Choose a 
participant and follow them through the Passion story. How does your view of the 
Passion change? How is it different from your experience with Luke’s Gospel? 
 
One way to approach “being of the same mind as Christ Jesus” might be to reflect 
regularly on the Baptismal Covenant. (For example, found at 
http://www.thediocese.net/who-we-are/beliefs-and-practices/the-baptismal-
covenant/). Does this adequately express the way to take on Christ’s mind, his 
attitudes and values? 
 
A God who demands perfect satisfaction for Original Sin, who prioritizes just 
compensation over prodigal forgiveness mirrors a “tit-for-tat” world mentality. Is it 
the way of loving parents? What about parents who allow children to suffer the 
consequences of their actions while always holding them in love and always 
welcoming them back from their misadventures? What about “Three strikes and 
you’re out?” 
 
How does Jesus’ suffering death impact your attitude towards death? Humans fear 
the unknown and death more than anything. While acknowledging that inevitable 
fear, can Christians trust the promises of a God who preceded them in death?  

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to promote engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills 
and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University 
of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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