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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Questions for Discussion for April 7, 2019 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21 
16 Thus says the LORD,  

who makes a way in the sea,  
a path in the mighty waters,  

17 who brings out chariot and horse,  
army and warrior; they lie down,  
they cannot rise,  
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:  
 

18 Do not remember the former things,  
or consider the things of old.  

19 I am about to do a new thing;  
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  

I will make a way in the wilderness  
and rivers in the desert.  

20 The wild animals will honor me,  
the jackals and the ostriches;  
for I give water in the wilderness,  
rivers in the desert,  
to give drink to my chosen people,  

21 the people whom I formed for myself  
so that they might declare my praise. 

Worth Noting: Using only allusions, the author asks his audience to remember the Exodus from 
Egypt (verses 16 and 17) so that they will maintain hope during the Babylonian exile. How do 
events of history color your attitude towards current events? Does Biblical history give you hope? 
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Psalm 126 
1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

we were like those who dream.  
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy;  

then it was said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”  

3 The LORD has done great things for us,  
and we rejoiced. 

4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD,  
like the watercourses in the Negeb.  

5 May those who sow in tears  
reap with shouts of joy.  

6 Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,  
shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 

Worth Noting: A Psalm written to commemorate the return of the people from the Babylonian exile 
to Jerusalem and Judea. Have you experienced a homecoming after years away? How did that go?  

 
Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 

4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on 
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless.  

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 
my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained 
this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus 
has made me his own.  

13 Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  

Worth Noting: Like Paul, many of us have modified our belief systems and, as a consequence, our 
practices over time. What prompts anyone to do so? How much of the earlier beliefs and practices 
remain after the change? How have your beliefs and practices changed? 

 
Gospel: John 12:1-8 

1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he 
had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus 
was one of those at the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure 
nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the 
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fragrance of the perfume.  
4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5 

“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the 
poor?” 6 (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he 
kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)  

7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of 
my burial. 8 You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”  

Worth Noting: In John’s chronology, this was a Sunday evening dinner, six days before Jesus was 
crucified, and one of Jesus’ final public appearances. Why would he leave in his disciples’ minds a 
saying oft-repeated that “you always have the poor with you”?  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 Religion in the first century “ran in the blood,” as one historian puts it. Jews, people 
from Judaea, had their religion; Egyptians there’s, and Romans yet another. We make the 
same kind of generalizations today: English are Church of England; Irish and Italians are 
Roman Catholics; Greeks and Russians Orthodox. Thus it was that Paul and the earliest 
Christ followers confronted the issue of whether Gentiles, non-Jews, must conform to such 
Jewish practices as male circumcision, restrictive diets, and Sabbath observance to be 
followers of the Jew Jesus of Nazareth. Most Jews, probably including Paul, assumed that 
Gentiles, while Gentiles, could not maintain the rigors of the Law, particularly the Ten 
Commandments. Many then concluded that Gentiles needed to become Jews through ritual 
conversion including male circumcision to become a Christ-follower. Christ-followers who 
were also fully-observant Jews apparently pressed this position in Galatia and Philippi.  

To be clear, Paul himself expressed no problem keeping the Law (Philippians 3:4-6, 
for instance, “as to righteousness under the law, blameless”). Nor did Paul find the Law 
(shorthand for the whole covenantal relationship between Israel and the LORD) ineffective. 
Rather, Paul understood that through Jesus Gentiles could enter a covenantal relationship 
with the God of Israel as adopted daughters and sons. In Philippians Paul taught that 
“knowledge of Christ” (Philippians 3:8, 10) would transform Christ-followers in this life and 
allow Gentiles to attain resurrection from the dead (verse 11), apparently what Paul, ever the 
good Pharisee, and the Philippians understood to be “salvation.” Not that such 
transformation was necessarily easy, but Paul believed he was on the road to achieving 
transformation and salvation. 

 
Taking on the Mind of Christ 

 What can we accomplish by gaining “knowledge of Christ”? Isn’t it more important 
to have the same “heart” as Christ? How could “knowledge” make one holier? 
 In Hebrew, which Paul claimed to know but never wrote in, “to know” someone can 
mean to share intimate relations. That sense certainly would have been familiar to many of 
Paul’s audiences. 
 For Greeks, the point of education was to “take on the mind of” the teacher. That 
meant adopting the same attitudes and values as the teacher, sharing the same world-view. 
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When the disciple accomplishes that, the teacher’s values and attitudes shape the conscious 
and unconscious of the disciple and begin to control all aspects of the disciple’s life. It is 
what Paul urged the Philippians to do, to “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 2:5). It is the goal of Christian formation, to see the world as Christ sees 
it.  

 
Questions for Discussion 

Lent is the time of preparation for the celebrations of Easter. In what way is Easter a 
time of liberation for you? From what do you need liberating? 
 
How can we “take on the mind” of a first century Jewish carpenter, much less the 
mind of the Son of God? What practices help you to do this?  
 
What would it be like to take on the mind of Jesus? Can you identify someone in your 
personal experience who has taken on the mind of Jesus?    
 
Considering the way Jesus died, is it a smart idea to take on his mind? 
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