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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Questions for Discussion for Marcy 17, 2019 

Second Sunday in Lent 
 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be 
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”  

2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no 
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.”  

4 But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one 
but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, “Look 
toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So 
shall your descendants be.”  

6 And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 7 

Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give 
you this land to possess.”  

8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?”  

9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a 
ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”  

10 He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the 
other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the 
carcasses, Abram drove them away. 12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon 
Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him.  

17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming 
torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
river Euphrates, . . .” 

Worth Noting: “Trust but verify.” Abraham signifies trust in the LORD (verse 6) but still wants it 
in writing (so to speak: verse 8). How do you assure yourself God’s promises are trustworthy? 
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Psalm 27 
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation;  

whom shall I fear?  
The LORD is the stronghold of my life;  

of whom shall I be afraid?  

 

2 When evildoers assail me  
to devour my flesh –  

my adversaries and foes –  
they shall stumble and fall.  

 

3 Though an army encamp against me,  
my heart shall not fear;  

though war rise up against me,  
yet I will be confident. 
 

4 One thing I asked of the LORD,  
that will I seek after:  

to live in the house of the LORD  
all the days of my life,  

to behold the beauty of the LORD,  
and to inquire in his temple.  
 

5 For he will hide me in his shelter  
in the day of trouble;  

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;  
he will set me high on a rock.  

6 Now my head is lifted up  
above my enemies all around me,  

and I will offer in his tent 
sacrifices with shouts of joy;  

I will sing and make melody to the LORD.  
 

7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud,  
be gracious to me and answer me!  

8 “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!”  
Your face, LORD, do I seek.  

9 Do not hide your face from me.  
 
Do not turn your servant away in anger,  

you who have been my help.  
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me,  

O God of my salvation!  
10 If my father and mother forsake me,  
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the LORD will take me up.  
 

11 Teach me your way, O LORD,  
and lead me on a level path  
because of my enemies.  

12 Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries,  
for false witnesses have risen against me,  
and they are breathing out violence.  
 

13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD  
in the land of the living.  

14 Wait for the LORD;  
be strong, and let your heart take courage;  
wait for the LORD!  

Worth Noting: The Psalmist expects protection in this life from enemies. Have you experienced 
distress and calamity in your life? Why didn’t God forestall those experiences?  

 
Second Reading: Philippians 3:17-4:1 

17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to 
the example you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often 
told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19 Their end is destruction; their god is 
the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our 
citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the 
body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 
4:1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 
firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

Worth Noting: Paul provides solace to the Philippians that after this life God will repair the 
injustices in the world. Where do you see God working to bring about the reign of justice? 

 
Gospel: Luke 13:31-35 

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for 
Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am 
casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish 
my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 
impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’  

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 
to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, 
you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord.’”  
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Worth Noting: This passage answers why the authorities in Galilee took no action against Jesus 
(because the divine plan is to die in Jerusalem) and foreshadows an incident recorded only in Luke’s 
Gospel, Herod’s interview of Jesus at the request of Pontius Pilate (Luke 23:6 ff, especially verse 8).  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 Much of the Old Testament Scriptures focus on divine protection and rewards in this 
life. In these selections, for instance, Abram’s righteousness will be rewarded with a son to 
inherit his wealth while the Psalmist petitions for protection from enemies. After the 
traumas of the Babylonian destruction of the Temple, the ethnic cleansing of Judea, and the 
centuries of rule by Persians, Greeks, and Romans, writers became less convinced that God 
would intervene in current affairs: personal or political; local, national, or international. They 
wrote more and more about a time after death, perhaps even at the end of the world, when 
God would restore justice by punishing the evil and rewarding the good. Paul and the other 
New Testament writers follow this later tradition. Paul assures the Philippians that “their 
citizenship is in heaven.” If that is their citizenship, then that is where they will find justice 
and that is whence will come their savior, Jesus Christ. By the time Paul wrote to the 
Philippians, many Christians had died while awaiting Jesus’ return, so their compensation 
must come in the after-life.  

 
“Here Comes – Thank God – Another Enemy” 

 Here’s my claim: Jesus would not have been Jesus without the Pharisees. I came to 
that thinking about a speech in “Cyrano de Bergerac” by Edmond Rostand. Cyrano fears 
friends who would cajole and flatter him into a life of pleasure and ease. He welcomes 
enemies against whom he hones his wit and sword. Hence his statement: “Here comes – 
thank God – another enemy” (Act II scene 2).   

We don’t have a similar quotation in the Gospels but there must have been times 
when Jesus felt the same way. During the Temptation in the Wilderness, Satan portrayed 
himself as Jesus’ best friend forever, offering a life of fame, wealth, and power. The Gospels 
make it clear that his family, neighbors, and closest disciples never “got him,” instead urging 
him to use his powers to secure his own (and their!) future.  

Luke portrays the Pharisees as Jesus’ loyal opposition. In Luke, they are not Jesus’ 
mortal enemies: The Pharisees warn Jesus of a murderous plot against him, they invite him 
to dinner, and they do not participate in Jesus’ trial and execution. As the “loyal opposition,” 
the Pharisees challenge Jesus’ teaching, asking the questions Luke’s readers would want 
answered: “Who can forgive sins but God?” “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors 
who grow rich from the poverty of the people?” “Why do you break the Sabbath rules?” 
(And these in just the first six chapters.)  
 Lent is a season of communal reflection. Rather than flattery and allures to a life 
pursuing conventional rewards, what if we helped each other discern how our unique talents 
can help build the City of God? Are we willing to give the gift to challenge the unspoken, 
unthinking assumptions that shape our life? For our own part, are we willing to seek out and 
form relationships with those who will ask us the hard questions, the questions that stop us 
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in our tracks?  
Questions for Discussion 

Abraham and Jesus both exhibited faith, trust, and loyalty. Who would you claim 
exhibits these virtues today in your life? Do they inspire you to greater ardor for the 
Christian way of life? 
 
Can you recall a time when a debate led you to change your opinion about 
something? Was there one individual who triggered the change? 
 
Commentators warn that we live in ideological and religious silos, interacting rarely 
and only shallowly with those of differing opinions and religions. How can you avoid 
the “echo chambers” of modern society? 

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to promote engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills 
and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University 
of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 

 
Unless expressly stated otherwise, all quotations from Scripture are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
“Christ at Simon the Pharisee” by Peter Paul Reubens (1577-1640) is in the public domain.  
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