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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Questions for Discussion for March 24, 2019 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Exodus 3:1-15 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led 
his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel 
of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was 
blazing, yet it was not consumed.  

3 Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the 
bush is not burned up.”  

4 When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 
bush, “Moses, Moses!”  

And he said, “Here I am.”  

5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on 
which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  

And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 7 Then the LORD said, “I 
have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account 
of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them 
from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; 
I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10 So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”  

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?”  

12 He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent 
you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this 
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mountain.”  

13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of 
your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 
them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for all 
generations.” 

Worth Noting: Moses encountered God in the middle of a work day. Do you find that unusual? 
Typical? 

 
Psalm 63:1-8 
1 O God, you are my God, I seek you,  

my soul thirsts for you;  
my flesh faints for you,  

as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.  
2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,  

beholding your power and glory.  
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life,  

my lips will praise you.  
4 So I will bless you as long as I live;  

I will lift up my hands and call on your name.  
 

5 My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,  
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips  

6 when I think of you on my bed,  
and meditate on you in the watches of the night;  

7 for you have been my help,  
and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.  

8 My soul clings to you;  
your right hand upholds me. 

 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

1 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual 
drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ.  

5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down 
in the wilderness. 6 Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not 
desire evil as they did. 7 Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The 
people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in sexual 
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9 We must 
not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10 And do 
not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 These things 
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happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on 
whom the ends of the ages have come.  

12 So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13 No testing has 
overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you 
may be able to endure it.  

Worth Noting: Paul assumed a deep knowledge of the Jewish Scriptures by his congregations. Verse 
7 above, for instance, makes no sense until we realize that Paul is quoting part of a verse with the 
expectation that the audience will fill in the rest (see Exodus 32:6). Is the Old Testament part of 
your regular reflection? Do you read the New Testament with an eye on the Old Testament? 

 
Gospel: Luke 13:1-9 

1 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you think that because 
these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3 No, I 
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were 
killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them-- do you think that they were worse offenders 
than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 
perish just as they did.”  

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 
came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three 
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why 
should it be wasting the soil?’  

“8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure 
on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

Worth Noting: Have you ever faced the question “How many chances must I give someone who never 
meets my expectations?” Even the gardener, presumably the stand-in for Jesus, has limited patience 
(“We’ll give the tree one more year.”). On the other hand, Jesus told Peter to forgive “seventy-seven 
times,” or without limit (Matthew 18:22; see also Luke 17:4). How does all of that work together? 
Or does it?  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 The first reading from Exodus contains one of the most sacred moments in salvation 
history, when God, at the inception of the liberation of the Hebrew people from slavery, 
disclosed to Moses the divine name (Exodus 3:14-15). The name, the Hebrew tetragammon 
or “four letters,” discloses the divine nature itself. In the Ancient Near East and today, those 
who use the name of God call on God’s own being. With God’s name, we bless and curse 
each other, and call on God to bear witness to our actions and promises. The enormity of 
that underpins the commandment “You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the 
LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.” (Exodus 
20:7). God’s name has such power that Jews and Christians substitute “the LORD,” for the 
divine name in prayers and texts of English language Bibles, and Christian liturgists counsel 
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against use of the divine name in hymns.   
 Is all of this much ado about nothing? Granted, a practice of a few thousand years 
should not be lightly discarded, but the treatment of the divine name may seem irrational, 
superstitious even. Do we really think that God can be so easily manipulated that using his 
name in a blessing or curse will result in divine action? “After all, it’s just words, isn’t it?” 
 The Hebrew language blurs the distinction between “word” and “deed,” using dabar 
for both. The ancients recognized and increasingly we do too that words matter, they have 
consequences. In the case of the use of the name of God, would frequent use not breed 
familiarity and offhanded disrespect not only for the name but also for the person of God? 
Would not familiarity deceive us into thinking we know God, that we can place God in a 
humanly constructed category? Avoiding the name of God reminds us that God is not 
another Pat or Tony or Muhammed. God is wholly other, and wholly other is God’s name. 

 
“I’m Really Busy Right Now. Can We Talk Sometime Next Week?” 

 You have to love Moses. You have to respect his courage, when speaking back to 
God, demanding the people’s release from Pharaoh, and securing leadership of the Hebrew 
people. Standing in front of the Burning Bush we know he couldn’t see half of what would 
really happen (trials with Pharaoh, pursuit by Egyptian army, 40 years in the wilderness) and 
in that we see reflected all the leaps of faith we make in our lives. Any couple married for 
very long knows that the reality of marriage is both more rewarding and more challenging 
than ever imagined. The same may be said of those who choose a single life, of those who 
take on ordained ministry, or of those who decide to devote their life to making huge pots of 
money. We humans really don’t know what we’re getting into. 
 Ephesians tells us “We are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life” (Ephesians 2:10). I’ve always 
been comforted by this verse. It is as if God presents us with two or three or more doors to 
open or roads to pursue. All of the choices are good. All of the choices are rewarding and 
challenging. All of them lead to a Promised Land, just as long as we are faithful to our 
decision. As Robert Frost said “Two roads diverged in a wood and I – I took the one less 
traveled by, And that has made all the difference.” Frost doesn’t tell us whether the 
difference is positive or negative but Jesus does. 

 
Questions for Discussion 

Have you found it difficult to make major decisions in your life? What resources or 
processes do you use to make a big decision? Are there friends, companions who 
help you honor your decisions once made? 
 
“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose by any other word would smell as 
sweet” (Romeo and Juliet, Act 11 Scene 2). Does it matter what we call things? Does it 
matter what our birth name is? Does it matter when we change our names when we 
marry? 
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Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years, promoting 
engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills and burnish 
his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University of 
Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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