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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for April 29, 2018 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Acts 8:26-40 

26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.)  

27 So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah.  

29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.”  

30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?”  

31 He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get 
in and sit beside him.  

32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was 
led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is 
taken away from the earth.”  

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?”  

35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him 
the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were going along the road, they came to some water; 
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 

 37  38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 
went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his 
way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Worth Noting: This story prefigures the move of the early Church to welcome of impure Gentiles like 
the Ethiopian eunuch. Modern Christian communities take pride on their hospitality. Are there 
some who are not welcome in your community? How would you know? Do the art work, music, and 
rituals of your community fully welcome anyone? 
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Psalm 22:25-31 
25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation;  

my vows I will pay before those who fear him.  
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied;  

those who seek him shall praise the LORD.  
May your hearts live forever!  

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;  
and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.  

28 For dominion belongs to the LORD,  
and he rules over the nations.  

29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;  
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,  
and I shall live for him.  

30 Posterity will serve him;  
future generations will be told about the Lord,  

31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn,  
saying that he has done it. 

Worth Noting: This is the Psalm Jesus recited on the cross (verse 1: “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me? . . .”). What helps you to move from despair to praise? Does prayer? 

 
Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
9 God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that 
we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, 
we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, 
God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.  

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the 
world. 15 God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 
God. 16 So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.           
17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 
perfection in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and 
hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom 
they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have 
from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
Gospel: John 15:1-8 

1 [Jesus told his disciples] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
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make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you 
can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 The verb “abide” appears 14 times in this week’s selections from 1 John and Gospel 
of John. In fact, the Greek verb menō appears 40 times in the Gospel of John and another 27 
times in the three short letters ascribed to the same author, together more than half the 118 
uses in the New Testament. Jesus calls the disciples to “abide in me” (John 6:56; 15:4-7; 1 
John 4:13, 16), to “abide in love” (1 John 4:16), and to “abide in his word (John 8:31 [NRSV 
“continue”], 15:7). In Biblical use, “to abide” is to establish a permanent relationship. John 
expands this sense in two ways. First, he portrays a three-way relationship among the 
disciples, Jesus, and the Father. In some ways, this echoes and further illuminates the Pauline 
image of the Christian community as the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12-27).   

The second thing John does is to emphasize the immanence of these relationships. 
Greeks might strive to be “like the gods” at some point in the future. Jesus speaks of an 
intimate relationship in the life of the disciple.  

The Johannine literature claims disciples build this relationship through love towards 
others, Jesus, and Jesus’ father (1 John 4:20). Jesus equates love for him and for his Father 
with keeping his and the Father’s commandments (John 14:15-31; 5:10; 1 John 5:2). Since 
one of Jesus’ commandments is to love one another, this begins to look like a circular 
argument – to abide in love is to keep the commandment to abide in love. Most of the 
references to the commandments, however, infer keeping the commandments of the Old 
Testament as well – the Ten Commandments, certainly, but also such as to “be fruitful and 
multiply” (Genesis 1:28), and to care for the widow, the orphan, and the alien (Deuteronomy 
24:17 and numerous places elsewhere). Taken in this light, Jesus is not necessarily calling 
everyone to a life of mysticism but to a life engaged with others, immersed in their well-
being. 

 
“Love is Just a Four-Letter Word” 

 The Gospel and letters of John may be thought of as being highly mystical, not as 
down to earth as other New Testament writings (like the Gospel of Mark). Perhaps they are 
even more practical, more directed at our lives than we imagine. The author claims “God is 
love” and “Those who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those 
who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have 
not seen” (1 John 4:8, 20). A couple of ideas. Firstly, as imperfectly as we know and express 
love, these statements tell us something about God. If God is love, then God is an action, 
for we know love is expressed in acts; God is relationship, for we know love is relational; 
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and God is communication, for we know love communicates itself to the beloved.  
 Secondly, we learn something about ourselves. If God is love, then the universe is 
created in love and expresses God’s love. Then love, God, creates the forces of the universe 
that bring us together in this moment. As we wish each other well and assist each other and 
the world around us to flourish, we are suffused with and awash in the love of God that 
creates us and brings us together to experience God’s encompassing love in this moment. In 
this way, we learn that loving each other is abiding with God and abiding in God is loving 
God. As the philosopher Mr. Dylan said: “I can say nothing to you but repeat what I 
heard/That love is just a four-letter word.” 

 
Questions for Discussion 

Is hospitality universally valued? Why is it valued especially among modern Christian 
communities (or is it)? 
 
How does your community express love for others? Who are the others? 
 
Let’s agree that when writing about love John means wishing the best for each other 
and acting on that wish. Are there conditions or boundaries that you place on your 
love? (For instance: Would you do as much for a homeless person two continents 
away as you would for a parent? Your next door neighbor?) Is it a matter of “seeing” 
the other person? We want to steward our resources properly. How does that fit with 
“unconditional love”? 
 

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to engage academic and general audiences for the New Testament. To hone his 
skills and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the 
University of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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