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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for December 24, 2017 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

 
 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
1 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house 
of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.”  

3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with 
you.”  

4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell my servant 
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6 I have not lived 
in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 
been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about among all the 
people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?”  

8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 
Israel; 9 and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, 
as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give 
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make 
you a house.  

16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne 
shall be established forever.  
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Worth Noting: Solomon, David’s son, did build a temple for the LORD, what may be an early 
example of the effects of an “edifice complex” for shortly after its completion the nation David built 
was torn apart with the smallest, poorest part left to support Solomon’s structure. Why couldn’t 
Solomon and why can’t we go with the word of the LORD who just wants to share a tent with his 
people? Is it about the LORD or us? 

 
Canticle: Luke 1:46b-55 Alternate Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
46 My soul magnifies the Lord,  

47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.  

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,  

and holy is his name.  
50 His mercy is for those who fear him  

from generation to generation.  
51 He has shown strength with his arm;  

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,  

and lifted up the lowly;  
53 he has filled the hungry with good things,  

and sent the rich away empty.  
54 He has helped his servant Israel,  

in remembrance of his mercy,  
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors,  

to Abraham and to his descendants forever.  

Worth Noting: Mary’s canticle (Biblical poetry not found in the Psalms) while associated with Jesus’ 
birth speaks of the time when the powers and structures of the world are overturned. Once again, 
Scripture and Lectionary link the Incarnation with the Second Coming. How can preparations for 
Christmas be preparations for the Second Coming? 

 
Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27 

25 Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret 
for long ages 26 but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to 
all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience 
of faith – 27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.  

Worth Noting: Why did Paul write of “his” gospel? In Galatians, Paul wrote of being “entrusted 
with the gospel for the” Gentiles (Galatians 2:7). For Paul, the Romans, and all he wrote to, the 
Good News was that the LORD, God of Israel, became incarnate to reconcile with the Gentiles and 
to bring the Gentiles to the worship of the LORD. Is this the Good News for you and your 
community?  
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Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you.”  

29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be.  

30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”  

35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible 
with God.”  

38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.”  

Then the angel departed from her. 

Worth Noting: Words of wisdom: “When an angel appears and says ‘Do not be afraid,’ be afraid!” 
When you are called to do something difficult with an unpredictable outcome, how do you respond? 
Where do you find the confidence to proceed with the assignment? (This could occur in a religious call, 
a work setting, or in a family situation.) 

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 Editors of the Lectionary probably felt the format of the Lectionary (with poetry 
following the first reading) obligated them to put Mary’s canticle (Luke 1:46-55) before the 
account of the Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38), when Mary was told of Elizabeth’s pregnancy. 
The scenes complement each other, but clearly were meant to proclaimed in the order Luke 
wrote them because the first scene, of Mary and Gabriel, provides bare bones accounts of 
elements of the Good News while Mary’s canticle expands the same themes.  

Regarding Mary, Gabriel declares Mary a “favored one” (Luke 1:28) and then Mary 
predicts “all generations will call me blessed” (Luke 1:48). All people will recognize that she 
is favored. In the first scene, Mary refers to herself as the “servant,” or slave, of the Lord 
(verse 38) and in the second affirms that the Lord has “looked with favor on the lowliness” 
or low social position “of his servant” or slave (verse 48). Regarding Jesus, Gabriel describes 
him as Son of the Most High who will receive the throne of David (verse 32). To Elizabeth, 
Mary describes what he will do: “scatter the proud,” “bring down the powerful,” “lift up the 
lowly,” and feed the hungry (verses 51, 52, and 53).  

When read together, the texts provide a rich summary of what we might term 
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“Mary’s Gospel.” Together Scripture tells of the Son of God’s incarnation and restoration of 
righteousness in the world. 

 
Make Your Plans and Hear God Chuckle 

 Sermons on this Gospel selection often trend into praise of Mary’s “submission” to 
the will of God. Current popular culture reflecting a century of war and attitudes of fierce 
competitiveness has left the term with the connotation of yielding to a superior force. But 
this contradicts God’s willingness to allow human free will in the divine economy.  
 We propose “adaptability” for Mary’s accommodation to God’s request. Adaptability 
encompasses the quality of being able to adjust to new conditions. In a loving relationship, 
adaptability is the willingness to do whatever is needed so that the beloved may prosper. 
Adaptability characterizes Jesus’ own willingness to renounce the dignities of divinity to take 
on the form of a slave (Philippians 2:6-7). Paul also spoke of it when he wrote “To the Jews 
I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the 
law . . . so that I might win those under the law” (1 Corinthians 9:20).  

At the Annunciation, Mary proved her love of God and of God’s people in her 
acceptance of motherhood of the Messiah. What had been her plans for her life? Perhaps 
marriage to a local boy and a pack of children raised in her home town surrounded by her 
family? Perhaps she wished to pursue the life of an ascetic dedicating herself to prayer and 
fasting like the prophet Anna (Luke 2:36-38). 

None of her plans, admirable as they might have been, could possibly take account of 
the tremendous deed God asked of Mary. Whatever her plans, she proved her love through 
her adaptability to the needs of God and her people. 

 
Questions for Discussion 

Advent comes during a frantic time of shopping, traveling, decorating, and partying. 
How do you make sure the messages of Advent penetrate your life? Have you 
adopted a practice (perhaps just lighting an Advent wreath every night) that helps 
make that happen? 
 
Has your community faced a challenging call for help? How did you discern the 
proper path? 
 
Have you or your community engaged in writing The Gospel of [fill in the blank]? 
Whether or not you have, how would your Gospel open? How would you outline it?  
 
Mary’s adaptability to the needs of God and God’s people may serve as a model. 
How do you experience the virtue of adaptability in your life – perhaps in marriage, 
family life, or in your communities? 
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Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to engage academic and general audiences for the New Testament. To hone his 
skills and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the 
University of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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