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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for January 14, 2018 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 

1 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD 
was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had 
begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God 
had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark 
of God was.  

4 Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli, 
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”  

But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.”  
So he went and lay down.  
6 The LORD called again, “Samuel!”  
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”  
But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.”  

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet 
been revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went 
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”  

Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 
“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’”  

So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  
10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 

Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  
[11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that 

will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all 
that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 For I have told him that I 
am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were 
blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that 
the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”  

15 Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the 
LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, 
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my son.”  
He said, “Here I am.”  

17 Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to 
you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.”  

18 So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him.  
Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.”  

19 As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the 
ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy 
prophet of the LORD.] 

Worth Noting: Sometimes the job of the prophet is to deliver bad news: It’s as hard to give as to 
receive. Can you remember a time when someone gave you bad news “well” (whatever “well” means to 
you)? How did that go down?  

 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me.  
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  

you discern my thoughts from far away.  
3 You search out my path and my lying down,  

and are acquainted with all my ways.  
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,  

O LORD, you know it completely.  
5 You hem me in, behind and before,  

and lay your hand upon me.  
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  

it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
 
13For it was you who formed my inward parts;  

you knit me together in my mother's womb.  
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  

Wonderful are your works;  
that I know very well.  

15 My frame was not hidden from you,  
when I was being made in secret,  
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  

16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.  
In your book were written all the days that were formed for me,  

when none of them as yet existed.  
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!  

How vast is the sum of them!  
18 I try to count them – they are more than the sand;  

I come to the end – I am still with you. 

Worth Noting: The poet experiences God as present (verses 1-6), knowing the poet more intimately 
than can a mother (verses 13-16), and yet so far above anything human as to leave the poet 
breathless (verses 17-18). How do you understand this intimate knowledge of you by God? Are all 
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the days “formed for you” (verse 16) opportunities for you to exercise your will or is your destiny 
already written in them?  

 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial.  
“All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything.  
13 “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy 

both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the 
Lord for the body. 14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power.  

15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take 
the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know 
that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two 
shall be one flesh.” 17 But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18 Shun 
fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins 
against the body itself. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you were 
bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.  

Worth Noting: Stoics, life-style coaches during Paul’s life, taught that most of the things in our lives, 
including food and sex, were “indifferents:” neither intrinsically evil nor good, but to be used (or 
rejected) by humans for the sake of their edification. Rejecting this, Paul insists that because the body 
is united with Christ, because it is the temple of the Holy Spirit, we must maintain its purity. How 
do you see your body tied to your “spiritual” life? 

 
Gospel: John 1:43-51 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.”  

44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”  

46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  
Philip said to him, “Come and see.”  

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!”  

48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?”  
Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.”  

49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”  

50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, 
you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of Man.” 

 

Worth Noting: Verse 51 continues an important theme in the Gospel of John, the descent and ascent 
of Jesus (here identifying himself with the Son of Man) between heaven and earth. In this passage, 
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Jesus identifies himself as the link between heaven and earth, even for the angels.  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Introduction to Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 
For the next four weeks, the second reading will be taken from chapters 6 through 9 of Paul’s first 

letter to the Corinthians. First Corinthians is referred to as an “occasional letter,” meaning it was composed 
in response to the situation, or occasions in Corinth. Paul responds to oral reports he has received about the 
Corinthian community (1:11-13) and to a letter they sent to him seeking guidance on matters touching on 
their common life (see for example 1 Corinthians 7:1, 8:1, 12:1). While we no longer have a copy, Paul 
reports that he wrote previously to the Corinthians on some of the same issues (5:9).  

The Corinthian community was composed principally of former pagans, practitioners of the 
traditional, polytheistic religions (6:11; 12:2). The section from which these four lessons is drawn focuses on 
the practices of the Christian life. This week’s selection deals with use of prostitutes. In the following weeks, 
Paul cautions against making any major life changes since the world will soon be ending. In light of that, 
Paul enjoins his followers to always be willing servants for each other, particularly by not scandalizing them 
with practices that could be mistaken as continued pagan.  

“Do as I do,” Paul says. “Be adaptable to the needs of others for the sake of the gospel of Christ.” 
 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 Some see Paul as a puritanical, body-hating, churlish prude. The selection from 1 
Corinthians might be taken as an example of this: “Stay away from food! Don’t enjoy sex!” 
Journeying takes a distinctly different view of the Apostle. 
 Paul, like all Jews, did not recognize a clear distinction between soul and body. A 
person is a unity. The whole person engages in actions and the whole person reaps the 
benefits and suffers the consequences. That’s why the Ten Commandments enjoin and 
prohibit certain actions, and not intentions. “Keep holy the Sabbath” not set your mind on the 
Lord. “Feed your enemies” and heap burning coals on their heads. 
 When Christ redeemed – bought back – the Corinthians, they became his, soul and 
body. Soul and body enjoy the freedom of Christ. The Christian’s body, as Theresa of Avila 
said, is the only body Christ has in the world today.  
 Did Paul have a 21st century appreciation that prostitution, sexual harassment, (or 
even consensual casual sex) turns another person into a “thing,” objectifies another for 
personal individual pleasure? Perhaps not. Yet the language he knew to describe sexual 
intercourse – “being together” in Greek and “knowing” in Hebrew (as God knows the poet 
in Psalm 139) – implies a personal intimacy, a union, that a commercial transaction sullies. 
Rather than using others for their own pleasure, Paul encourages the Corinthians to be 
adaptable, to live as Christ lived, for the benefit of others (Philippians 2:5). Prostitution is 
exactly the opposite. 

 
Cleaning Out the Old Year’s Prejudices 

 In this Gospel, Nathaniel sounds like a highly partisan talk show host: “What good 
can come out of Nazareth? Don’t bother me with facts; I judge him as soon as I hear where 
he comes from.”  
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But Nathaniel rises from his comfort zone and went to see what Philip was talking 
about. While we may be vaguely aware we live in ideological echo chambers, unlike 
Nathaniel we do not always make the effort to leave our comfortable spots and find out the 
truth.  

Samuel had some prejudices too. In his echo chamber young boys were not the 
instruments of the Lord and certainly would not receive a direct message from them. Which 
just points out that prejudices work insidiously to limit our appreciation both of others and 
ourselves. 

There is a danger to our way of life when we dispel our prejudices. Samuel spent 
many days dodging an angry King Saul. Nathaniel joined a community of wandering 
preachers, facing persecution from authorities and (probably) derision from those who 
wondered why he followed a Nazarene, for “what good can come from Nazareth?”  

So it is today. Dispelling prejudice, striving to see the world as God does, make us 
fertile ground for God’s call to a new way of life. 

 
Questions for Discussion 

What has been your image of Paul the Apostle? Have you seen him as an “anti-
body”? 
 
Do you think of your body as “really you” or is your “spiritual side” the only real 
you?  
 
Have you struggled with a particular prejudice in your life? What has helped you to 
overcome it? Or do you find yourself working around it? Or is it a bit of both: 
recognizing your prejudice, working to eradicate it, and in the meantime working 
around it?  
 
 

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to engage academic and general audiences for the New Testament. To hone his 
skills and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the 
University of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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