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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for July 1, 2018 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Proper 8 
 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 Alternate Wisdom of Solomon 1:13-15, 2:23-24 or 
Lamentations 3:22-33 

1 After the death of Saul, when David had returned from defeating the Amalekites, 
David remained two days in Ziklag.  

17 David intoned this lamentation over Saul and his son Jonathan. 18 (He ordered that 
The Song of the Bow be taught to the people of Judah; it is written in the Book of Jashar.) 
He said:  

19 Your glory, O Israel, lies slain upon your high places!  
How the mighty have fallen!  

20 Tell it not in Gath,  
proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon;  

or the daughters of the Philistines will rejoice,  
the daughters of the uncircumcised will exult.  

 

21 You mountains of Gilboa,  
let there be no dew or rain upon you,  
nor bounteous fields!  

For there the shield of the mighty was defiled,  
the shield of Saul, anointed with oil no more.  

 

22 From the blood of the slain,  
from the fat of the mighty,  

the bow of Jonathan did not turn back,  
nor the sword of Saul return empty.  

 

23 Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely!  
In life and in death they were not divided;  

they were swifter than eagles,  
they were stronger than lions.  
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24 O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,  
who clothed you with crimson, in luxury,  
who put ornaments of gold on your apparel.  
 

25 How the mighty have fallen  
in the midst of the battle!  

Jonathan lies slain upon your high places.  
26 I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan;  

greatly beloved were you to me;  
your love to me was wonderful,  
passing the love of women.  
 

27 How the mighty have fallen,  
and the weapons of war perished!  

Worth Noting: While the LORD rejected Saul, the poet did not, remembering Saul’s victories and 
the national wealth that came from them. How does your community remember its founders? Do you 
gloss over the faults or highlight them? 

 
Psalm 130 Alternate Psalm 30 
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD.  
2 Lord, hear my voice!  
Let your ears be attentive  

to the voice of my supplications!  
 

3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,  
Lord, who could stand?  

4 But there is forgiveness with you,  
so that you may be revered.  
 

5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,  
and in his word I hope;  

6 my soul waits for the Lord  
more than those who watch for the morning,  
more than those who watch for the morning.  

 

7 O Israel, hope in the LORD!  
For with the LORD there is steadfast love,  
and with him is great power to redeem.  

8 It is he who will redeem Israel  
from all its iniquities.  

Worth Noting: The implication of verses 1-4 is that from forgiveness of sin the poet moves to worship 
and praise of the LORD. Forgiveness precedes a right relationship with the LORD. The psalmist 
may be compared with a child whose parents offer forgiveness before the child is willing to seek it. (See 
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the Prodigal Son.) Have you experienced forgiveness before asking for it? Have you offered it?  

 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
7 Now as you excel in everything-- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and 
in our love for you-- so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.  

8 I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love 
against the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might 
become rich. 10 And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began 
last year not only to do something but even to desire to do something – 11 now finish doing 
it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means. 12 For if 
the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has – not according to 
what one does not have. 13 I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure 
on you, but it is a question of a fair balance between 14 your present abundance and their 
need, so that their abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a fair 
balance. 15 As it is written,  

“The one who had much did not have too much,  
and the one who had little did not have too little.” 

Worth Noting: Paul is urging generosity on the part of the Corinthians for his collection for the poor 
in Jerusalem (see Galatians 2:9-10). How does your community connect with others elsewhere in the 
world? 

 
Gospel: Mark 5:21-43 

21 When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered 
around him; and he was by the sea.  

22 Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw 
him, fell at his feet 23 and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point of death. 
Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.”  

24 So he went with him. And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him.  
25 Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve 

years. 26 She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and 
she was no better, but rather grew worse. 27 She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind 
him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 for she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be 
made well.” 29 Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was 
healed of her disease.  

30 Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the 
crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?”  

31 And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you 
say, ‘Who touched me?’” 32 He looked all around to see who had done it.  

33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, 
fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith 
has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”  

35 While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader's house to say, 
“Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?”  
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36 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not 
fear, only believe.”  

37 He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of 
James. 38 When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, 
people weeping and wailing loudly. 39 When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you 
make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.”  

40 And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, and took the child's father 
and mother and those who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41 He took her 
by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!”  

42 And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of 
age). At this they were overcome with amazement. 43 He strictly ordered them that no one 
should know this, and told them to give her something to eat. 

Worth Noting: We have written in the past on the story of the woman with a flow of blood. We will 
summarize: Mark has no interest in whether or not the woman was unclean. That she was in the 
midst of a crowd indicates that the crowd also had little interest and never ostracized her. That’s 
right: No ostracism by the Jews. Yes, Jesus healed her – unconsciously, without touching her, and 
without any indication that he found her unclean.  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 Paul speaks of the collection from his communities on behalf of the church in 
Jerusalem in his letter to the Galatians (2:10), his first and second letters to the Corinthians 
(1 Corinthians 16:1ff.; 2 Corinthians 8, 9), and his letter to the Romans (15:25-28). The 
genesis of the collection was the agreement among Paul and the Pillars of the Jerusalem 
church that Paul, in his ministry to the Gentiles, would remember the poor (Galatians 2:9-
10). While we take for granted today the principle of Christian charity, that each local and 
national community has responsibility to assist others in need, it is not clear how this 
collection would have been rationalized for these diverse communities. 
 One way, if we assume that Paul’s communities were composed largely of 
“Godfearers” (Gentiles affiliated with the Jewish community but not formal members), and 
Jews then a collection for Jerusalem may have been understood as the equivalent of the 
annual Temple tax. Indeed, some students of Paul reason that the leaders of the Jerusalem 
Church wanted to establish a relationship of dependence of the Gentile Churches on the 
Jerusalem Church similar to the relationship between the diaspora Jewish communities and 
the Temple and Temple authorities. While this may (and we stress “may”) have been the 
thinking of the leaders in Jerusalem, Paul’s communities, heavily influenced by their 
experience of Greco-Roman patron-client relationships, would have seen a payment to 
Jerusalem as expressing the opposite: The Jerusalem Church would be the inferior, a client 
to the Gentile Churches as financial gifts flowed only one way, from patron to client.  

In his correspondence with his communities, Paul gives no particular reason for 
taking up the collection, having spoken of it when he visited them in person. His letters were 
concerned with the administrative parts of the collection, but even so his language tells a 
great deal about how he viewed the collection. We note first that Paul used the word for a 
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monetary collection or tax, logeia, in only one place, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2. Paul uses a variety 
of words with more theological significance, including diakonia, a “[relief] ministry,” eulogia, 
“blessing,” charis, “grace,” leitourgia, “priestly service,” and most especially koinonia, 
“partnership.” For Paul, the relief work is simultaneously a blessing, a moment of grace, and 
an expression of the fellowship among the Gentiles and the Jews. It was another sign to all, 
particularly to those in Israel, that the time of the Messiah had come, marked by the 
incoming of the Gentiles to Jerusalem (see Isaiah 2:2-3; 60:5-6; Micah 4:1-2).  

 
“. . . So that Their Abundance May be for Your Need” 

 Does Paul contradict himself when in 2 Corinthians 8:13-14, he first writes that the 
Corinthians should share their abundance of material goods with the saints in Jerusalem but 
then rationalizes this behavior by saying that the Corinthians will share in the abundance of 
the same saints? How do a people in need share in their abundance? Is there such a thing as 
an abundance of poverty? 
 Then we ran into the lines an English poet wrote a few years back.  

The quality of mercy is not strained. 
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest: 
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes. 

William Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice, Act IV scene 1. 

Are Shakespeare and Paul saying the same thing, that mercy, charity, grace – call it what you 
will – rebounds to the benefit of the one who shows mercy and shares widely and 
graciously? Is that why Paul uses so many words to describe what sounds like passing the 
plate for people hundreds of miles away? Just as, from the abundance of their needs, the 
saints of Jerusalem offered the Corinthians an amazing opportunity to open their souls to 
fellowship with many, so now the poor of the world call to us: To put aside our fear of the 
other, to retire from the exhausting work of building walls to protect ourselves from the 
poor, to enlarge our hearts, our sensibilities, our awareness of the pain, suffering, and 
especially the goodness in the world. And finally they call us to admit “We are all human; we 
all need mercy; and we all need each other.”  

 
Questions for Discussion 

David’s hymn in the first reading shows forgiveness and forgetfulness of the trials 
Saul imposed on David. How does that work for you? When can you both forgive 
and forget? Unlike David, do you need to have the person show remorse and ask 
forgiveness before offering it?  
 
The Hebrew for mercy is related to the Hebrew for womb. God’s womb quivers with 
mercy. Is mercy a virtue particularly linked to parenthood? 
 
Look around your community and ask yourself “What barriers keep out the poor?” 
Restrictive zoning laws? Lack of public transportation? Police profiling? How can I 
help break down these barriers? 
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Have you had the experience of getting back more than you gave when sharing your 
time, talent, and treasure? Of those three, which is the hardest to share? The most 
meaningful?  

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to engage academic and general audiences for the New Testament. To hone his 
skills and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the 
University of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 

 
Unless expressly stated otherwise, all quotations from Scripture are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
Rohingya children playing at UNICEF child friendly place inside Batukhail refugee camp in Bangladesh; photo by Anna Dubuis, United 
Kingdom Department for International Development. 
Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary © 2018 Dennis Haugh. Recent postings may be accessed at 
https://www.sttims.net/journeying-through-the-lectionary/. 

 
 
 

 


