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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for July 15, 2018 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 10 
 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 Alternate: Amos 7:7-15 

1 David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2 David and all 
the people with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of 
God, which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. 3 

They carried the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, 
which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart 4 

with the ark of God; and Ahio went in front of the ark. 5 David and all the house of Israel 
were dancing before the LORD with all their might, with songs and lyres and harps and 
tambourines and castanets and cymbals. . . . 
12b So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the city 
of David with rejoicing; 13 and when those who bore the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, 
he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14 David danced before the LORD with all his might; David 
was girded with a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of 
the LORD with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet.  

16 As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul 
looked out of the window, and saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and 
she despised him in her heart.  

17 They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, inside the tent that 
David had pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being 
before the LORD. 18 When David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the offerings 
of well-being, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts, 19 and distributed 
food among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each a 
cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back to their 
homes. 
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Worth Noting: This has to be an account of one of the most elaborate and expensive parades in 
history. It celebrates the connection between the people of Israel and the LORD, God of hosts. 
Medieval Christians established feast days to encourage community celebrations of their religion. Does 
your community celebrate together a lot? Ever? What’s Sunday like? 

 
Psalm 24 Alternate: Psalm 85:8-13 
1 The earth is the LORD's and all that is in it,  

the world, and those who live in it;  
2 for he has founded it on the seas,  

and established it on the rivers.  
 

3 Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?  
And who shall stand in his holy place?  

4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,  
who do not lift up their souls to what is false,  
and do not swear deceitfully.  

5 They will receive blessing from the LORD,  
and vindication from the God of their salvation.  

6 Such is the company of those who seek him,  
who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Selah 

 

7 Lift up your heads, O gates!  
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!  
that the King of glory may come in.  

8 Who is the King of glory?  
The LORD, strong and mighty,  
the LORD, mighty in battle.  

9 Lift up your heads, O gates!  
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!  
that the King of glory may come in.  

10 Who is this King of glory?  
The LORD of hosts,  
he is the King of glory. Selah 

Worth Noting: The LORD, whose creative actions conquered chaos (verses 1-3), abides now in the 
Temple (verses 7-10) where those of right actions and intentions may worship (verses 4-6). If the 
earth and all who live in it belong to the LORD, what use do we make of earth’s resources? What 
level of allegiance do we owe to nation-states and earthly authorities?  

 
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ 
before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He 
destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure 
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of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 
to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in 
Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven 
and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and 
will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of 
his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 

this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise 
of his glory.  

Worth Noting: In the original Greek, this selection includes two sentences of over 60 words. Have a 
bit of pity for the lector chosen to read this.  

 
Gospel: Mark 6:14-29 

14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some were saying, 
“John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at 
work in him.”  

15 But others said, “It is Elijah.”  
And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.”  

16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”  

17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in 
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had married her. 18 

For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” 19 

And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 for 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. 
When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him.  

21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 
courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodias came in 
and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for 
whatever you wish, and I will give it.”  

23 And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of 
my kingdom.”  

24 She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?”  
She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.”  

25 Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at 
once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”  

26 The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he 
did not want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to 
bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, 
and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother.  

29 When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a 
tomb.  
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Worth Noting: Probably John condemned the marriage of Herodias and Herod Antipas because 
their first spouses were still alive. We surmise that since their separations were not in accordance with 
Jewish divorce laws, their relationship was doubly adulterous. John believed that an adulterer could 
not rule in Israel. Does it make sense to judge public officials on the basis of their private lives?   

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Introduction to the Letter to the Ephesians 
 Over 60 percent of a group of Pauline scholars question Pauline authorship of Ephesians. Their 
skepticism is based on (among other aspects of the letter) the lack of any particular questions or issues related 
to the community; the inference in Ephesians 3:2 (“for surely you have already heard of the commission of 
God's grace that was given me for you”) that the people do not know Paul, when Acts reports Paul spent 
three years in ministry there; the lack of a specific address to Ephesus (1:1) in the earliest and best 
manuscripts; the reliance on long sentences (see Worth Noting above); and the use of words and phrases 
unknown in other Pauline letters. If not genuine Pauline, then a student of Paul’s work would have composed 
the text late in the first century and circulated it among communities in Asia Minor (Ephesus, Colossus, 
etc.). While authorship is debated, the text has been accepted as Scripture from the earliest days of the 
Church.  

In contrast to Paul’s letters, there is no hint of any confusion or contest between Paul’s message and 
that of competing missionaries. In the first three chapters, the author reminds his readers that the work of 
Jesus removed the barriers between them and Jews, and reconciled them to the God of Israel. It is not that 
Gentiles have become Jews or Jews Gentiles, rather the author claims that there is but one people under the 
one God (Ephesians 2:1-22). The second half of the letter (chapters 4 through 6) contains exhortations on 
the proper life of Christians – in the Church, in the surrounding society, in their households, and in their 
battle with demonic forces disrupting the common life.  

 
Entering into the Scriptures 

 Most of us know that the Western Wall of the Temple in Jerusalem was built by 
Herod. Many remember that Herod was responsible for the slaughter of the innocents, 
Herod married his brother’s wife Herodias, and Herod put James to the sword and 
persecuted the Christians in Judea. All of these events are related in the New Testament. 
What the writers neglect to tell us is that these were three different Herods, members of a 
dynasty that dominated Palestine and Middle Eastern politics for a century and a half. (Think 
US Civil War to today.) 

To begin, remember that Jesus is reckoned to have been born during the reign of 
Herod the Great (Matthew and Luke). As a client king of Rome, with excellent relations with 
Caesar Augustus, this Herod ruled the land from his ancestral homeland of Idumea in the 
south to Galilee in the north (see map).  
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He is remembered positively for rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem and negatively 

for executing three of his sons (along with some in-laws and a few of his ten wives). The 
execution of the sons may have inspired Matthew’s story of the slaughter of the innocents 
(Matthew 2:13-18).  

On the death of Herod the Great in 4 B.C.E., Caesar Augustus appointed Herod 
Antipas, a surviving son, tetrarch of Galilee and Perea. The Gospels and the historian 
Josephus chronicle his dismissal of his first wife and marriage to Herodias, wife of Herod 
Philip, his brother, and subsequent execution of John the Baptist (as above, Mark 6:14-28). 
Herod Antipas and Herodias ended their days in exile in France. Herodias’s daughter Salome 
married first her half-uncle, Philip the Tetrarch, another son of Herod the Great and later 
Aristobulus, a cousin and grandson of Herod the Great.  

The third New Testament Herod is Herod Agrippa (usually referred to as Agrippa I), 
son of Aristobulus, one of the sons Herod the Great did execute. In 41 C.E., the Emperor 
Claudius appointed Herod Agrippa king of the whole kingdom of Herod the Great. Acts 
12:1-23 describes how Herod Agrippa persecuted Christians and died miserably after failing 
to deny the divinity acclaimed by his subjects.  

Finally, there is a second Agrippa son of Herod Agrippa. Acts 25-26 describes Paul’s 
appearance before him at Caesarea. Though he supported Rome and the future emperors 
Vespasian and Titus during the Jewish revolt (66-73 C.E.), this Agrippa held only a piece of 
the kingdom his father and great-grandfather ruled. 

The Herodians held power through shrewdly picking the winners in Rome’s battles 
and insinuating themselves in the families of the emperors. Most of the males, for instance, 
were sent to Rome (perhaps as hostages) to be educated alongside the future emperors and 
the Agrippas in the family were named in honor of one of Caesar Augustus’s favorite 
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generals. With the patronage of Rome secured, they could often prove cruel and arbitrary 
rulers. Some of that behavior provided the background for Jesus’ parables about kings and 
rulers and landlords.  

 
Who Claims Your Allegiance? 

 John the Baptist’s confrontation with Herod and early Christians’ refusal to worship 
the gods of the Romans exemplify early “Christian” resistance to immoral political 
authorities. For their fidelity, Christians were martyred as, of all things, atheists. Inspired by 
that history, 80 years ago the Confessing Church in Nazi Germany and 60 years ago the 
Church-based civil rights movement in the Unites States stood against immoral policies. 
Today, many Christian leaders throughout the world – in the Philippines, Poland, 
throughout Latin America, and in the United States – loudly contest unjust policies. Some 
find this a laudable continuation of an important Christian tradition. Some an un-Christian 
blending of religion and politics. Still others simply find it ludicrous that Church leaders 
would sully themselves with the “dirty world” of politics.  

 
Questions for Discussion 

Liturgists debate the use of music and dance in liturgical services. How exuberant is 
your community in its worship service?  
 
If current days seem turbulent, imagine living at the time of the Herods. Have things 
improved since then? What role has religion played in any improvement? 
 
At the time of Jesus, no one distinguished religion from politics, so John condemned 
Herod for adultery. We see things differently today. How much should politicians be 
rewarded for exemplary personal lives and penalized for personal sins?  
 

Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to engage academic and general audiences for the New Testament. To hone his 
skills and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the 
University of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any   
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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