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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for July 22, 2018 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 11 
 

 
 

THE READINGS 
 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a Alternate: Jeremiah 23:1-6 

1 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from 
all his enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.”  

3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with 
you.”  

4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell my servant 
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6 I have not lived 
in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 
been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about among all the 
people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?”  

8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 
Israel; 9 and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, 
as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give 
you rest from all your enemies.  

Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 12 When 
your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring 
after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall 
build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be 
a father to him, and he shall be a son to me.  
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Worth Noting: The Davidic monarchy lasted about four centuries. Is that consistent with God’s 
promises, particularly at 2 Samuel 7:13 (“. . . and I will establish . . . his kingdom forever”)? 

 
Psalm  89: 20-37 Alternate Psalm 23 
20 “I have found my servant David;  

with my holy oil I have anointed him;  
21 my hand shall always remain with him;  

my arm also shall strengthen him.  
22 The enemy shall not outwit him,  

the wicked shall not humble him.  
23 I will crush his foes before him  

and strike down those who hate him.  
24 My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him;  

and in my name his horn shall be exalted.  
25 I will set his hand on the sea  

and his right hand on the rivers. 
26 He shall cry to me,  

‘You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’  
27 I will make him the firstborn,  

the highest of the kings of the earth.  
28 Forever I will keep my steadfast love for him,  

and my covenant with him will stand firm.  
29 I will establish his line forever,  

and his throne as long as the heavens endure.  
30 If his children forsake my law  

and do not walk according to my ordinances,  
31 if they violate my statutes  

and do not keep my commandments,  
32 then I will punish their transgression with the rod  

and their iniquity with scourges;  
33 but I will not remove from him my steadfast love,  

or be false to my faithfulness.  
34 I will not violate my covenant,  

or alter the word that went forth from my lips.  
35 Once and for all I have sworn by my holiness;  

I will not lie to David.  
36 His line shall continue forever,  

and his throne endure before me like the sun.  
37 It shall be established forever like the moon,  

an enduring witness in the skies.” 

Worth Noting: This section of Psalm 89 takes 2 Samuel 7 and its traditions for inspiration. The 
ideology of kingship added credence to the much later European concept of “divine right of kings.”  
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Second Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22 
11 So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the 

uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision” – a physical circumcision made 
in the flesh by human hands – 12 remember that you were at that time without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has 
made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility 
between us. 15 He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he 
might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16 and 
might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death 
that hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and 
peace to those who were near; 18 for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the 
Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints 
and also members of the household of God, 20 built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole structure is joined 
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built together 
spiritually into a dwelling place for God.  
 
Gospel: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

30 The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 
 31 He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a 

while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they 
went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves.  

33 Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot 
from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34 As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; 
and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he 
began to teach them many things. . . .  

53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the 
boat. 54 When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55 and rushed about 
that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56 And 
wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and 
begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were 
healed. 

Worth Noting: You may find this reading disjointed because it is. In the verses 35-52 omitted from 
the Lectionary, Mark relates the feeding of the five thousand. For the next few weeks, the Lectionary 
picks up John’s version of the event and the following Bread of Life discourse.  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 The people of Israel, sometimes referred to as People of the Book, might more 
accurately be referred to as People of the Covenants. The Old Testament records three 
major covenants between God and the people. Each covenant establishes a particular aspect 
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of the relationship between God and Israel.  
The first occurs in Genesis 12 when God directs Abraham to pack up his things and 

travel to a new land. In return, God will make of Abraham and his descendants a great 
nation and give them land. This covenant is later renewed (Genesis 15 and 17) and, to mark 
the covenant, Abraham and his male descendants will be circumcised. (The cutting of a 
covenant is matched by the cutting of skin.)  
 At Sinai, after redeeming the Hebrew people from Egyptian slavery, God and the 
people enter a covenant that sets out the people’s communal obligations to God and to each 
other. At Sinai, God repeated the promise of land and descendants in exchange for the 
Israelite’s faithfulness to the Torah. The Abrahamic covenant was adequate for a family – 
even an extended family – and the Sinai covenant provided the constitution for a nation to 
be holy in the sight of God. 
 In 2 Samuel 7, God makes a covenant with David, again promising land to all of 
Israel and this time kingship to David’s descendants. In this, God established a special 
relationship with David and his family. Of note is that this appears to be an unconditional 
covenant: God has chosen David’s line to rule over God’s people for all eternity without any 
expressed obligations on the part of David.  
 Especially during the cataclysm of the Babylonian exile, the prophets in Israel re-
emphasized the intimate relational features of a covenant. Jeremiah 31, for instance, 
describes the restoration of the nation and, rather than return to the former system of 
written laws, speaks of a new covenant written in the core of one’s being, the heart (Jeremiah 
31:31-34). In this new world, the people would be identified by their intimate relationships 
with God and not by the laws under which they lived. In a sense, this represented a realistic 
appraisal of the prospects before the people: No longer would they have the independence 
to establish the laws of their nation.  Not unlike Christians six centuries later, post-exilic 
Jews lived under legal systems not of their own making from their Persian, Greek, and 
Roman occupiers. God’s promised sovereignty had been lost, but the relationship endures.  

 
“On My Honor, I Will Do My Best . . .” 

 How do covenants work today? Friendship serves as the basic covenant. Mutual 
respect and support form the structure within and around which the friendship can flourish. 
Some speak of “covenantal marriages” as creating a relationship that may not be broken. 
Less often do we think of those who take solemn oaths of office, as legislators, judges, 
executives, police officers, soldiers, and sailors as entering a covenant. Do not these rituals 
express the formation of relationships of mutual dedication to the common good and 
mutual support? Rarely might we think of employment arrangements as being covenants. In 
a “gig” economy, the relationship formed is minimal and completely transactional: Do this 
job and I will pay this much. Gone is the sense of an employer-employee relationship that is 
expected to last for years, into retirement years and beyond.  

 
Questions for Discussion 

Jesus saw the people as leaderless, lacking a clear sense of purpose and milling about 
not only on the shore but also in their communal life. Who are the leaders, the 
shepherds in your community who maintain a sense of unity and common purpose?  
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Consider the relationship between elected legislator and voter. The duties of the  
legislator are fairly clear. What is expected of the voter?  
 
The communal dimensions of Israel’s covenants are clear. Is the Christian covenant 
simply a relationship between one individual and God?  
 
 

Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to promote engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills 
and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University 
of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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