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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for July 8, 2018 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 9 

 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 Alternate: Ezekiel 2:1-5 

1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, “Look, we are your 
bone and flesh. 2 For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel 
and brought it in. The LORD said to you: It is you who shall be shepherd of my people 
Israel, you who shall be ruler over Israel.”  

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and King David made a 
covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel. 4 

David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 At Hebron 
he reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel 
and Judah thirty-three years. 
. . . 9 David occupied the stronghold, and named it the city of David. David built the city all 
around from the Millo inward. 10 And David became greater and greater, for the LORD, the 
God of hosts, was with him.  

Worth Noting: The “stronghold” in verse 9 was the Jebusite city of Jerusalem and the Millo was a 
fortification somehow built into or coordinating with the wall surrounding the city. And were the 
elders like the US Electoral College? 

 
Psalm 48 Alternate: Psalm 123 
1 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised  

in the city of our God.  
His holy mountain, 2 beautiful in elevation,  

is the joy of all the earth,  
Mount Zion, in the far north,  

the city of the great King.  
3 Within its citadels God  

has shown himself a sure defense.  
 

4 Then the kings assembled,  
they came on together.  

5 As soon as they saw it, they were astounded;  
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they were in panic, they took to flight;  
6 trembling took hold of them there,  

pains as of a woman in labor,  
7 as when an east wind shatters  

the ships of Tarshish.  
8 As we have heard, so have we seen  

in the city of the LORD of hosts,  
in the city of our God,  

which God establishes forever. Selah  

 

9 We ponder your steadfast love, O God,  
in the midst of your temple.  

10 Your name, O God, like your praise,  
reaches to the ends of the earth.  

Your right hand is filled with victory.  
11 Let Mount Zion be glad,  

let the towns of Judah rejoice  
because of your judgments.  

 

12 Walk about Zion, go all around it,  
count its towers,  

13 consider well its ramparts;  
go through its citadels,  

that you may tell the next generation  

14 that this is God,  
our God forever and ever.  

He will be our guide forever. 

Worth Noting: The psalmist proclaims without qualification the real presence of the LORD in the 
Jerusalem Temple. How does your community manifest God’s presence?  

 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
2 I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven – 
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. 3 And I know that such 
a person – whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows – 4 was caught 
up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to 
repeat. 5 On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except 
of my weaknesses. 6 But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the 
truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or 
heard from me, 7 even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to 
keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 
torment me, to keep me from being too elated. 8 Three times I appealed to the Lord about 
this, that it would leave me, 9 but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 
made perfect in weakness.”  

So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 
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dwell in me. 10 Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.  

Worth Noting: Paul argues that his success in attracting converts and building communities despite 
his disability (whatever it might have been), demonstrates that it was Christ, and not Paul, who 
accomplished the work. Do you see your own shortcomings, infirmities, or disabilities as places to 
boast about Christ’s power living in you?  

 
Gospel: Mark 6:1-13 

1 He [Jesus] left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 
2 On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were 
astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been 
given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! 3 Is not this the carpenter, 
the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters 
here with us?” And they took offense at him.  

4 Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their 
hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” 5 And he could do no deed 
of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 6 And he 
was amazed at their unbelief.  

Then he went about among the villages teaching.  
7 He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them 

authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except 
a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9 but to wear sandals and not to put on two 
tunics.  

10 He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 
11 If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the 
dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.”  

12 So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13 They cast out many 
demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 

Worth Noting: The selection covers two stories: the rejection of Jesus by his neighbors and the sending 
of the Twelve. Mark’s Gospel documented the progression of those who rejected Jesus’ mission: last 
month his family; here his neighbors. At the end, of course, even the twelve deserted him. Who do you 
suppose did support Jesus? Who is one person who has always supported you? (And have you 
expressed your thanks lately?) 

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 The Gospels of Matthew and Luke make it clear that the Holy Spirit, and not Joseph, 
was the biological father of Jesus. This teaching was memorialized in the Apostles’ Creed 
(probably formulated in the early 2nd century) and the Nicene Creed (first draft in 325). In 
both creeds Christians affirm that Jesus was born of the virgin Mary. The recital in Mark 6:3 
(parallel in Matthew 13:55) of at least six siblings (four brothers and at least two sisters) of 
Jesus raises the question about Mary’s virginity. 
 To begin, the Gospels and creeds affirm that at the time of Jesus’ birth Mary was a 
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virgin. They are silent on whether or not Joseph and Mary had more children after Jesus’ 
birth. Later Christians placed a high value on female virginity, in part because the virginal 
body came to symbolize a pure and undefiled Church. Further, Jesus’ own legitimacy was 
attacked, leading Christians to defend Mary’s purity. In this debate, Christians found 
themselves arguing an extreme view: Not only was Mary a virgin at the time of Jesus’ birth, 
she remained so all of her life.  

From the second century comes the Protoevangelion of James (also known as the Infancy 
Gospel of James). The text, widely disseminated in antiquity, explained that the High Priest 
chose Joseph, a middle-aged widower with children from his first marriage, to wed Mary and 
protect her virginity. On this basis, the siblings mentioned in Mark 6:3 are Joseph’s sons and 
daughters.  Though lacking official status within any tradition, the substance of the narrative 
has been embraced by many Christians. 
 Another way to deal with this text is to say that the Greek used for brothers and 
sisters, adelphoi and adelphai, can as appropriately be translated “relatives,” perhaps “cousins.” 
While such a translation is possible, none of the major English translation uses such 
language (including English versions produced by denominations teaching Mary’s perpetual 
virgin).   

 
“The olive tree is surely the richest gift of heaven.” 

Thomas Jefferson 
 The readings provide a brief lesson in the range of uses of olive oil in the Bible. Then, 
as now cooks used olive oil to prepare and season food, but as evidenced in this week’s 
readings olive oil signified kingship (2 Samuel 5:3), promoted healing (Mark 6:13; see also 
James 5:14), and showed hospitality (Luke 7:38, 44-46). Today’s Christians anoint with olive 
oil (usually too sparingly!) in baptism, confirmation, healings, and ordination. The oil marks 
first a transformation of the individual (into Christian discipleship, into health, into special 
ministry) and then Christ’s presence in the moment and abiding in the transformed life of 
the individual. The oil’s lingering perfume reminds the individual, friends, and passersby of 
these realities.  

 
Questions for Discussion 

We have always found Mark 6:5 puzzling: “And he could do no deed of power there, 
except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them.” What’s the 
difference between deeds of power and healing sick people?  
 
Here’s a hard question: How do ideas not found in the Bible shape your beliefs, 
prayers, and practices? The first might be: How shall we interpret the Bible? 
 
How does your community mark the stages of life? Do you use materials like oils in 
the rituals?  How do they signify Christ’s presence? 
 
Just about every community includes people who march to their own drum and 
whose rhythm disrupts the status quo. People like Jesus of Nazareth, Paul of Tarsus, 
Joan of Arc, Martin Luther King of Birmingham, and Mother Theresa of Calcutta. 
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They have a vision of how the world should be organized that upends the status quo. 
Do such visionaries flourish in your community? How well does your community 
welcome, encourage, and integrate such folk?  
 

Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to promote meaningful discussion around the texts of the Bible. To hone his skills 
and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University 
of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any comments, 
questions, or criticisms at dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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