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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for June 24, 2018 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 7 

 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 17: [1a, 4-11, 19-23], 32-49 or 1 Samuel 17:57-18:5, 10-16 
Alternative Job 38:1-11 

[17:1 Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle; they were gathered at Socoh, 
which belongs to Judah, and encamped between Socoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim . . .  
4 And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named Goliath, of Gath, 
whose height was six cubits and a span. 5 He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was 
armed with a coat of mail; the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. 6 He 
had greaves of bronze on his legs and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. 7 The 
shaft of his spear was like a weaver's beam, and his spear's head weighed six hundred shekels 
of iron; and his shield-bearer went before him.  

8 He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up 
for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for 
yourselves, and let him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then 
we will be your servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our 
servants and serve us.”  

10 And the Philistine said, “Today I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man, that we 
may fight together.”  

11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed 
and greatly afraid. . . .  

19 Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting 
with the Philistines. 20 David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, took the 
provisions, and went as Jesse had commanded him. He came to the encampment as the 
army was going forth to the battle line, shouting the war cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines drew 
up for battle, army against army. 22 David left the things in charge of the keeper of the 
baggage, ran to the ranks, and went and greeted his brothers. 23 As he talked with them, the 
champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks of the 
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Philistines, and spoke the same words as before. And David heard him.]  
32 David said to Saul, “Let no one's heart fail because of him; your servant will go and 

fight with this Philistine.”  

33 Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; 
for you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth.”  

34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and 
whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went after it and struck 
it down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I would catch it by 
the jaw, strike it down, and kill it. 36 Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this 
uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, since he has defied the armies of the 
living God.” 37 David said, “The LORD, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from 
the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.” So Saul said to David, 
“Go, and may the LORD be with you!”  

38 Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed 
him with a coat of mail. 39 David strapped Saul's sword over the armor, and he tried in vain 
to walk, for he was not used to them.  

Then David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these; for I am not used to them.” So 
David removed them. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones 
from the wadi, and put them in his shepherd's bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his hand, 
and he drew near to the Philistine. 41 The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with 
his shield-bearer in front of him. 42 When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained 
him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance.  

43 The Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And 
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I 
will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the field.”  

45 But David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword and spear and 
javelin; but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 
whom you have defied. 46 This very day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will 
strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine army 
this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the earth, so that all the earth 
may know that there is a God in Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may know that the LORD 
does not save by sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD's and he will give you into our 
hand.”  

48 When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle 
line to meet the Philistine. 49 David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and 
struck the Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down 
on the ground. 

Worth Noting: To wow friends at your next BBQ, some arcane Bible and related sports trivia. 
According to the NRSV, Goliath was six cubits and one span, or 9’9”. According to the Greek 
version of the Old Testament (the Septuagint) and one Dead Sea Scroll, Goliath was a more 
believable four cubits and one span or 6’9”, about the same as most NBA forwards. David? 
Probably around 5’6”, the same as all star and league MVP José Altuve, second baseman for the 
Houston Astros and actor Jennifer Aniston. Now aren’t you glad you read Journeying through 
the Revised Common Lectionary?  
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Psalm 9:9-20 or Psalm 133 Alternate Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 
9 The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed,  

a stronghold in times of trouble.  
10 And those who know your name put their trust in you,  

for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you.  
 

11 Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in Zion.  
Declare his deeds among the peoples.  

12 For he who avenges blood is mindful of them;  
he does not forget the cry of the afflicted.  

 

13 Be gracious to me, O LORD.  
See what I suffer from those who hate me;  
you are the one who lifts me up from the gates of death,  

14 so that I may recount all your praises,  
and, in the gates of daughter Zion, rejoice in your deliverance.  

 

15 The nations have sunk in the pit that they made;  
in the net that they hid has their own foot been caught.  

16 The LORD has made himself known, he has executed judgment;  
the wicked are snared in the work of their own hands.  

 

17 The wicked shall depart to Sheol,  
all the nations that forget God.  

18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten,  
nor the hope of the poor perish forever.  

19 Rise up, O LORD! Do not let mortals prevail;  
let the nations be judged before you.  

20 Put them in fear, O LORD;  
let the nations know that they are only human. 

 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
1 As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2 

For he says,  
“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,  

and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”  
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!  

3 We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our 
ministry, 4 but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great 
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 
sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine 
love, 7 truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the 
right hand and for the left; 8 in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are 
treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and 
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see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as 
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.  

11 We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. 12 There 
is no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. 13 In return – I speak as to children – 
open wide your hearts also.  

Worth Noting: Paul asks the Corinthians to open themselves to his message (2 Corinthians 6:13) 
because he is a model sage, having experienced hardships (verses 4-5), received divine gifts (verses 6-
7), but remained indifferent to the opinions of others (verses 7-10). What are the personal qualities 
for you of a good teacher and preacher? For a preacher, how much bearing does personal history have? 

 
Gospel: Mark 4:35-41 

35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the 
other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he 
was. Other boats were with him.  

37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was 
already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him 
up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”  

39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”  
Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you 

afraid? Have you still no faith?”  

41 And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that 
even the wind and the sea obey him?”  

Worth Noting: Is it fair to judge the disciples faithless? Didn’t they do exactly what was sensible, 
namely to rouse Jesus to deal with the bad weather (or at least help bail out the boat)?  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 Readers might note whenever Jesus has something to do with boats on the sea. We 
have a theory that Mark used mentions of Jesus on a boat (going across the Sea of Galilee, 
teaching from a boat) to punctuate his collections of teachings, miracles, controversy stories, 
and organizational notes (naming disciples, organizing them, sending them on missions, and 
so on). At Mark 3:7; 4:35; 6:45; and 8:14, Mark situates Jesus on a boat on the Sea of Galilee. 
The use of the boats gives Mark the opportunity to have Jesus perform two of his most 
impressive miracles (stilling the storm, Mark 4:35-41, above, and walking on the water, Mark 
6:45-52). It also moves Jesus between his Jewish homeland in Galilee to Gentile territories 
(the Decapolis in Mark 5 and perhaps Syria at Mark 7:24) and back again.  
 For the community Jesus taught and the community for which Mark wrote, the sea 
was mysterious and dangerous. Mythical sea monsters held the imagination of the people, 
while sailors knew too well the real hazards of winter storms on the Mediterranean. The 
stories of Jesus calming the sea and walking on water proclaim his dominating control of the 
sea. This was power reserved for the gods, and Jesus’ demonstration of divine power puts an 
exclamation point on all the deeds and teachings that preceded.  
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“Pray as if Everything Depends on God” 
 In the first eight verses of Psalm 9, omitted from this week’s reading, the psalmist 
thanks God for the mighty deeds in the past that delivered the people of God. In the section 
from the Lectionary, the psalmist switches to petition: “As you did in the past, now deliver 
your people again.” Perhaps the psalmist was even thinking of the deliverance of the 
Israelites from Goliath through the essentially miraculous intervention of the boy David. 
Memory of past beneficences heightens confidence in the efficacy of present petitions.  

What happens when our memory is not of successful petitions but of no obvious 
response to our needs? The Jewish people prayed Psalm 9 for long centuries of occupation 
by foreigners, from the Assyrians to the Romans. Why continue praying after centuries of no 
apparent response? Why do we continue to pray after our friends have died of cancer 
anyway? After all the great jobs went to someone else? After our kids made really poor 
choices in their lives? Some say that God always answers our prayers, but not necessarily as 
we think they should be answered. Some that God has a plan and we should just follow it. 
Some say that random things happen in the world randomly and there is no point praying to 
God anyway. Some that God doesn’t intervene in the world’s natural order, but our prayers 
raise our consciousness of God’s present and sustaining love.  

 
Questions for Discussion 

Whether Goliath was a foot taller or two feet taller than David may not seem critical 
to your spiritual life. You will find similar discrepancies in the texts of the New 
Testament. The disputed facts may not seem important but it demonstrates that the 
texts of what we consider Scripture today have been decided in a process over many 
centuries. Where was divine inspiration at work? Is any of that a matter of concern?  
 
Who stand out as preachers (for better and for worse) in your life? Were their lives in 
synch with their words? Did they “Walk the talk”? How could you tell? What about 
those around you who counsel you. How do you judge their wisdom (or lack 
thereof)? 
 
Do you pray for particular results – healing, favorable outcome of your efforts, help 
for someone else? Do you pray to solicit God’s action, somehow to alter directly the 
natural world, to align yourself with the outcome, or to accomplish something else? 
 

Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to engage academic and general audiences for the New Testament. To hone his 
skills and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the 
University of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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