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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for May 6, 2013 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Acts 10:44-48 

44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 

The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues 
and extolling God.  

Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.  

Worth Noting: This time the normal liturgical order was disrupted: The Spirit came before the 
water, confirmation before baptism. We get uncomfortable when liturgies diverge from the prescribed 
order. What happens in your community when things get out of order? Is the unexpected the normal? 
Do you hear crying babies and restless toddlers as the voices of the Spirit?  

 
Psalm 98 
1 O sing to the LORD a new song,  

for he has done marvelous things.  
His right hand and his holy arm  

have gotten him victory.  
2 The LORD has made known his victory;  

he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.  
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness  

to the house of Israel.  
All the ends of the earth have seen  

the victory of our God.  
 

4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;  
break forth into joyous song and sing praises.  

5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,  
with the lyre and the sound of melody.  

6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn  
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make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD.  
 

7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  
the world and those who live in it.  

8 Let the floods clap their hands;  
let the hills sing together for joy  

9 at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming  
to judge the earth.  

He will judge the world with righteousness,  
and the peoples with equity.  

Worth Noting: The psalmist proclaims that all nations can celebrate the victory God won in 
liberating the Hebrew people. Why would that be? Wasn’t that a very particular event?  

 
Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 

1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, that we obey 
his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4 for whatever is born of 
God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5 Who is 
it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  

6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only 
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the 
truth.  

Worth Noting: The hearers of this letter recognize the reference to water and blood as the baptism in 
water and death in blood of Jesus. Some traditions also see reference to the sacraments of Baptism 
and Eucharist. Are there moments in our lives that water and blood symbolize? Sorrow and joy? 
Feast and famine?  

 
Gospel: John 15:9-17 

9 [Jesus said to his disciples] “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide 
in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that 
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.  

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. 14 You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made 
known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.  

16 “You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am 
giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

Worth Noting: The last two verses cram many thoughts into one place. First, despite what they 
might think, Jesus’ disciples were chosen, they did not choose. Then, Jesus’ disciples are to bear fruit 
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(and what does that mean?) so that the Father will listen to them. And, finally, all of this is said so 
that Jesus followers might love one another. Which of these has the most meaning for you?  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
 When Jesus calls his disciples “friends” (John 15:13-15), he, they, and we the readers 
enter into a millennia long discussion of what friendship means. For Jesus and his disciples, 
friendship had many connotations. A nation could be a friend with Rome, meaning the 
nation would receive some military protection from the Roman army in exchange for being 
an ally for Rome in any of its contests. These international relationships simply mirrored the 
client-patron system of friendship representing a mutually beneficial economic and social 
relationship.  

The notion that friendship represented a mutually beneficial relationship extended to 
interpersonal friendships as well. But at the personal level, the popular thinkers of the first 
century taught that one could be a friend only as long as one was virtuous (principally honest, 
just, and loyal), and one could only have a friend who was also virtuous. Friends supported 
each other (through encouraging and frank speech) in the mutual search for virtue.  

About the time the Gospel of John was written, Plutarch added another element to 
friendship, that a consequence of friendship was complete likeness of one to the other. This 
would be less a matter of imitation than of mutual attainment of higher levels of virtue.  

In John’s Farewell Discourse (John 13-17), Jesus emphasizes a three-way unity among 
his disciples, Jesus, and the Father. In the language of friendship, such unity is possible 
because the disciples, Jesus, and the Father, all three, are virtuous. The disciples would have 
understood that such friendship depended on their remaining virtuous and rendering to 
Jesus and the Father the honor and glory justly theirs. The disciples would understand that as 
this friendship deepened, as the disciple offered the proper honor and glory, so the disciple 
would become more like Jesus and the Father, more godlike. 

 
“Now If I Had My Way . . .” 

 May 10 marks forty days after Easter, the traditional day to celebrate the Ascension of 
Jesus. Every year I wonder why we celebrate Jesus leaving us. Wouldn’t it have been much 
easier if he had stayed around to lead the Church physically? Why didn’t he just appear once 
or twice in front of Tiberius Caesar in Rome to establish his credentials? Maybe even take 
over the running of the Roman Empire. Surely the Son of God could have done that in his 
down time from managing the universe. That’s the plan the disciples wanted Jesus to adopt, 
the Romans feared he would, and the one I would have adopted.  

God chose a different strategy. The gardener, the physician, and the teacher – not the 
emperor and not a legion of soldiers – carry the Word into the world. Granted we live in a 
world that often finds it easy to deny God’s presence, but all the more we appreciate the 
moments God is revealed in our midst: moments of unrestrained joy, of overwhelming grief, 
of unimagined beauty. The moments we know with body, mind, and spirit what it means to 
abide in love and to abide in God. Could we have those moments with Jesus in our midst? 

 
 



4 
 

Questions for Discussion 
The first reading (Acts 10:44-48) and Psalm 98 contemplate diverse nations 
acknowledging the God of Israel. How does your religious community welcome 
ethnic diversity? 
 
In your experience, can parents/children be friends with their children/parents? If 
not, can they love each other? What’s the difference?  
 
Jesus claimed that unless he returned to the Father the Spirit would dwell neither with 
the disciples, nor with us. Do you think Jesus was bluffing? What does the Spirit 
bring to you and to your community? 
 

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to engage academic and general audiences for the New Testament. To hone his 
skills and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the 
University of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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