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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings for November 1/4, 2018 

All Saints Day 
THE READINGS 

 

 
 
First Reading: Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 Alternate Isaiah 25:6-9 
But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God,  

and no torment will ever touch them. 
 In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died,  

and their departure was thought to be a disaster,  

and their going from us to be their destruction;  
but they are at peace.  

For though in the sight of others they were punished,  
their hope is full of immortality.  

Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good,  
because God tested them and found them worthy of himself;  

like gold in the furnace he tried them,  
and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them.  

In the time of their visitation they will shine forth,  
and will run like sparks through the stubble.  

They will govern nations and rule over peoples,  
and the Lord will reign over them forever.  

Those who trust in him will understand truth,  
and the faithful will abide with him in love,  
because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones,  
and he watches over his elect. 

Worth Noting: “What doesn’t kill us, makes us stronger” captures the understanding that difficult 
times, times of stress and misfortune, improve our character. Wisdom of Solomon asserts that part of 
the discipline process is death itself. Does that make sense to you? Does the human fear of death 
constitute part of that discipline?  

 
Psalm 24 
The earth is the LORD's and all that is in it,  

the world, and those who live in it;  
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for he has founded it on the seas,  
and established it on the rivers.  

Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?  
And who shall stand in his holy place?  

Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,  
who do not lift up their souls to what is false, and do not swear deceitfully.  

They will receive blessing from the LORD,  
and vindication from the God of their salvation.  

Such is the company of those who seek him,  
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.  

Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors!  
that the King of glory may come in.  

Who is the King of glory?  
The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle.  

Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors!  
that the King of glory may come in.  

Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts,  
he is the King of glory.  

Worth Noting: The psalm has three movements, from praising the LORD for creation through 
acknowledging that ethical moral behavior – behavior in line with the order of creation – prepares the 
community for worship, to acknowledging the LORD, the God who created an ordered world, is the 
warrior king worshipped in the Temple of Jerusalem.  

 
Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6a 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell 
with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.”  

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  

Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 
the end. . ..”  

Worth Noting: The Book of Revelation records a vision of the end times from the perspective of an 
early 2nd century Christian. This passage sets out their expectation that a new community, the new 
Jerusalem, will replace the existing world order based on the Roman empire. Two thousand years 
later, pagan Rome is gone, and Christians represent around 25 percent of the world population. If 
end times were to come today, what would the New Jerusalem replace? 
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Gospel: John 11:32-44 
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said 
to him, “Lord, come and see.”  

Jesus began to weep.  

So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”  

But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
kept this man from dying?”  

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 
lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”  

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days.”  

Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?”  

So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you 
for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.”  

When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  

The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  

Worth Noting: Throughout the narrative about Lazarus and his sisters, the “crowd” plays an 
important role. A crowd has come first from Jerusalem to sympathize and console Mary and Martha 
(John 11:19, 31). The crowd’s most important role comes at the conclusion of the story, when they 
unbind Lazarus. How important was the crowd in restoring Lazarus to his family and friends?  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
Who was the unnamed “disciple whom Jesus loved”? This is the disciple who 

accompanied the faithful women to the Crucifixion, into whose care Jesus entrusted his 
mother and who recorded the Gospel. Christians generally believe it was John, the Apostle, 
son of Zebedee and brother of James. While traditional, over the centuries careful readers 
have proposed a variety of other persons, including Lazarus, Mary Magdalene, an 
anonymous archetype representing Gentile Christianity while Mary the mother of Jesus 
represents Jewish Christianity, or an archetype representing the readers themselves. Each of 
the theories explains the available evidence passably well. None has been accepted by a 
majority of scholars.  

 
Whom Do You Say She is? 

From the vantage point of the 21st century reader, the identity of the beloved disciple 
may appear of small importance. From a reader’s view, perhaps the real test is which 
understanding helps us best appropriate the Gospel, making it our own? Identifying Mary 
Magdalene as the beloved disciple opens what is often considered a purely masculine activity 
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– composing Gospels – to a feminine perspective, while provoking the question “What 
difference would it make whether a man or a woman wrote the Gospel?” 

The theory that the beloved disciple was left nameless so we all could identify 
ourselves completely with her/him also may provide a significant entry into the Gospel. It is 
the second, or third, of 400th generation Christian who is to accompany the condemned, to 
care for the widow, and to proclaim the Gospel. 

  
Prompting Conversations 

The readings support the feast of All Saints, celebration of the belief that all 
Christians, past, present, and to come, are bound together. How do you understand 
the effect in your life of this Communion of Saints?  
 
The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke omit any account of the dramatic 
resurrection of Lazarus. Consider everything you know about the life of Jesus. If you 
were to write Jesus’ biography to be read by millions, which events and themes would 
you emphasize; which ignore? 
 
What helps you identify with a Gospel story? Does imagining yourself as the author 
make it more accessible? 
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