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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for November 26, 2017 

Last Sunday after Pentecost, Feast of Christ the King 
 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

11 For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out. 12 As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will 
seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered 
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the peoples and gather 
them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on 
the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14 I 
will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; 
there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie 
down, says the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I 
will feed them with justice. . . . 

20 Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat 
sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all 
the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22 I will save my 
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23 I will 
set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 
them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David 
shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.  

Worth Noting: The largest portion of Ezekiel was written around 587 B.C.E., ten years after the 
deportation of King Jehoiachin and the leaders of Jerusalem to Babylon (2 Kings 24:10-25:21). In 
this oracle, the LORD addresses the people as a shepherd, assuring them of future glory and 
prosperity. How do you envision a shepherd’s relationship with the flock? Who has been a shepherd 
in your life, leading you to safety and nourishment? Might that be the way God acts as shepherd?  

 
 



2 

 

Psalm 100 Alternate: Psalm 95:1-7a 
1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.  
2 Worship the LORD with gladness;  

come into his presence with singing.  
3 Know that the LORD is God.  

It is he that made us, and we are his;  
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving,  
and his courts with praise.  
Give thanks to him, bless his name.  

5 For the LORD is good;  
his steadfast love endures forever,  
and his faithfulness to all generations. (Psalm 100:1-5 NRS) 

 
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 
15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17 I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power.  

20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to 
come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 
for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  

Worth Noting: Drawing on the imagery of the Roman Empire, Ephesians portrays Jesus as the 
number 2 man in the governance of heavenly places. Is that an image of Jesus that resonates with 
you? What would be a comparable image from a modern, Western democracy or major institution? 

 
Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he 
will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those 
at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.’  

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we 
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it 
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that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’  
40 “And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 

least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’  
41 “Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave 
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did 
not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not 
visit me.’  

44 “Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’  

45 “Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Worth Noting: Matthew evokes Ezekiel 34:20-24 (read above) in his narration of the Last 
Judgment. In general, it is difficult to understand the New Testament apart from the Old Testament. 
How do you and your community use the Old Testament in meditation, prayer, and study?  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
This liturgical year ends, as all liturgical years end, with the feast of Christ the King. 

In the year of Matthew, the Gospel portrays Jesus as the Son of Man, judging the nations at 
the end of time. The portrayal follows weeks of teachings and warnings about God’s 
judgment, with the stories of the man from the highways who doesn’t have clothes for a 
wedding, the virgins who foolishly leave the oil at home, and the slave who buries the 
master’s talent. These are teachings directed explicitly to Jesus’ disciples, and so are meant by 
Jesus and Matthew to be especially important for Christians. Time and again the Church is 
urged to pay attention to its actions, to act as Christ would act.  

Does the Gospel of Matthew then move us towards a highly sensitized conscience 
constantly fearful of sinning – perhaps even sinning inadvertently? Not necessarily, and that 
for three reasons. First of all, the actions that Jesus demands in Matthew represent no more 
than paying attention to the surrounding world and doing what is possible to alleviate the 
world’s suffering.  

Secondly, we must remember that it is Jesus who serves as judge at the Last 
Judgment. This same Jesus promised forgiveness of sins in the measure that we forgive sins 
(Matthew 6:9-15; also 18:35), and established a covenant with his blood for the forgiveness 
of sins (Matthew 26:28). Matthew has gathered all of the judgment teachings into a bloc 
concluding with the teaching on the Last Judgment. It seems overwhelming, especially to 
ears conditioned to be fearful of death and judgment. But it constitutes less than 10 percent 
of Matthew’s Gospel. The Christian remembers that Jesus teaches judgment within the 
context of divine love and mercy. Jesus speaks of forgiveness and also judgment. 

Finally, exactly because Jesus lists deeds corporal and not spiritual, Jesus’ words help 
relieve concern about the status of non-Christians. The Son of Man asks not at all about 
Baptism. Jesus asks: What did you do for the people with whom I am most closely 
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connected, be you Christian, Jew, Muslim, Buddhist, or without religious affiliation? 
 

“Eighty Percent of Life is Showing Up” 
 The deeds Jesus enumerates in Matthew 25 may be summarized in a few words: 
Show up and stand up. We know that when we show up – at weddings, baptisms, and 
funerals, at family and neighborhood parties, at rallies and concerts, at soup kitchens and 
country clubs – we deepen our connections with other people. When we show up we 
recognize ourselves and our God in others, including the poorest, homeless, addicts, even 
those who never made a good decision in their lives.  
 When we connect, and see ourselves in others, then we feel impelled and empowered 
to assist them. Then we can stand up. Some of the work will be relatively easy, socially 
acceptable, like serving at soup kitchens, collecting clothing for the needy, or donating 
money to good causes. Some will be hard, like advocating for changes in political systems 
and religious organizations, speaking out for increased funding for social services and 
education, or organizing voters.  
 Through it all, our heroes may include the Righteous Among the Nations, those 
Gentiles in Nazi-occupied Europe who showed up and stood up for European Jews in their 
most perilous time. Did they save all the Jews of Europe? Not by a long shot. Did they save 
the Jew standing in front of them at a particular moment? Absolutely. All together they 
saved a remnant, and with the remnant they saved themselves. 

 
Prompting Conversations 

Hard, hard question: How do you see grace and good works working in your life? 
Grace leads to good works. Can good works lead to grace? (What is grace?) 
 
How have you experienced shepherding, as shepherd and as “lamb,” in your life? 
 
This Last Judgment is pretty black and white. Is there no room for negotiation?  
 
A tried-and-true way to engage the Gospels is to identify with one character and 
explore the emotions and attitudes of that person. With whom can you identify in 
Matthew’s depiction of the Last Judgment? The Son of Man? The angels? The goats? 
The sheep? 
 

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to engage academic and general audiences for the New Testament. To hone his 
skills and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the 
University of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
 
  

Unless expressly stated otherwise, Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. 
“Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary” © 2017 St Timothy’s Episcopal Church. Recent postings may be accessed at 
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http://sttims.net/adulted/journeying-through-the-lectionary/.  
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