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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for October 21, 2018 

Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 24 
 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Job 38:1-7, [34-41] Alternate: Isaiah 53:4-12 
1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:  
2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?  

3 Gird up your loins like a man,  
I will question you, and you shall declare to me.  
 

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?  
Tell me, if you have understanding.  

5 Who determined its measurements – surely you know!  
Or who stretched the line upon it?  

6 On what were its bases sunk,  
or who laid its cornerstone  

7 when the morning stars sang together  
and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 
 

[ 34 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,  
so that a flood of waters may cover you?  

35 Can you send forth lightnings, so that they may go  
and say to you, ‘Here we are’?  

36 Who has put wisdom in the inward parts,  
or given understanding to the mind?  

37 Who has the wisdom to number the clouds?  
Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens,  

38 when the dust runs into a mass  
and the clods cling together?  

 

[39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lion,  
or satisfy the appetite of the young lions,  
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40 when they crouch in their dens,  
or lie in wait in their covert?  

41 Who provides for the raven its prey,  
when its young ones cry to God,  
and wander about for lack of food?] 

 
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c Alternate: Psalm 91:9-16 
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul.  

O LORD my God, you are very great.  
You are clothed with honor and majesty,  

2 wrapped in light as with a garment.  
You stretch out the heavens like a tent,  

3 you set the beams of your chambers on the waters,  
 you make the clouds your chariot,  

you ride on the wings of the wind,  
4 you make the winds your messengers,  
fire and flame your ministers.  

 

5 You set the earth on its foundations,  
so that it shall never be shaken.  

6 You cover it with the deep as with a garment;  
the waters stood above the mountains.  

7 At your rebuke they flee;  
at the sound of your thunder they take to flight.  

8 They rose up to the mountains, ran down to the valleys  
to the place that you appointed for them.  

9 You set a boundary that they may not pass,  
so that they might not again cover the earth. 
 

24 O LORD, how manifold are your works!  
In wisdom you have made them all;  
the earth is full of your creatures. 

 
35c Praise the LORD! 
 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 5:1-10 

Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to 
God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently with the 
ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; 3 and because of this he must 
offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. 4 And one does not 
presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.  

5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed 
by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6 as he says also 
in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” 7 In the 
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days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the 
one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. 8 Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9 and 
having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10 

having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.  

Worth Noting: In Hebrews 5:8 above, Jesus’ suffering itself becomes transformative. Is the 
implication being that before suffering Jesus was either not obedient or did not understand the 
consequences of his obedience? When the transformation occurred is not mentioned – it could as well 
be in the pangs of child birth as in the throes of death. We ask about suffering: When does suffering 
transform us positively? What can we learn from suffering? 

 
Gospel: Mark 10:35-45 

35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”  

36 And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?”  

37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, 
in your glory.”  

38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”  

39 They replied, “We are able.”  
Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism 

with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is 
not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”  

41 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42 So Jesus 
called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43 But it 
is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 
44 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For the Son of Man came 
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

Worth Noting: In the encounter with James and John (verses 35-40), Jesus emphasizes the personal 
cost of discipleship. In his teaching of the Twelve (verses 41-45), Jesus expanded on the notion of 
servant-leadership (for other Biblical examples see 1 Kings 12:7 and 1 Corinthians 9:19-23) in 
contrast to the Roman imperial model of domination and oppression. Have you experienced a 
servant-leader? How can anything get done if no one is in charge? 

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

The Book of Job presents so many issues that I am departing from the usual format and presenting 
three essays all on Job. I hope and pray they and the “Questions for Discussion” will stimulate 

reflection, meditation, and conversations. 
 

How the Book of Job Reminds Us of the Differences  
between Old and New Testaments 

One of the earliest Christian “heresies” concerned the status of the Old Testament. 
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Marcion, a wealthy Christian merchant, concluded that the God of the Old Testament and 
the God of the New Testament were two different gods. Perhaps in his studies he compared 
the “arrogance” of the deity in Job 38, from which the first reading is taken, with Jesus who 
came as a servant for many. We are cowed by the God in the whirlwind and drawn to the 
Jesus who walks the roads of Galilee.  

But if Jesus is our servant, what kind of servant is he? In reality, our prayers of 
petition may never be answered as we would like them to be. And do we not have Job-times 
when the world is in chaos and justice is nowhere to be seen? It is these very moments that 
Old Testament Scriptures explore. Compiled over many centuries, they reflect the full range 
of the human experience of being in relationship with God. Over the course of that period, 
the people were convinced that “God could take care of himself.” There was no need for 
them to avoid dealing with tough subjects.  

The New Testament, in contrast, was composed over a few decades (probably less 
than 70 years) for a fledgling community desperately needing guidance and reassurance. That 
may have led writers to emphasize their experience of God’s mercy. They could do so 
confidently, knowing that Old Testament reflections on wisdom and folly, success and 
failure, blessings and curses, the good and the bad compiled by scores of sages over a 
thousand years would serve as Scripture for their communities. They did not need to narrate 
the Job-times in the life of Jesus and his followers; that story was already available.  

 
What does the God in the Whirlwind Tell Us about Ourselves? 

It is tempting to criticize the superior, rather sarcastic tone that God takes towards 
Job in these speeches. In the Lectionary selection, God asks, first, whether Job is divine and 
experienced the creation of the world. And then how well does Job care for the other 
creatures of the world. Does he, for example, provide food for the predators? These are 
meant neither to assuage Job’s pain nor to further his understanding of the world. What they 
do accomplish is to remove Job from the center of the universe, to place Job and all humans 
within a universe created by God for the equal benefit of all creation. The Book of Job and, 
less explicitly, Psalm 104 challenge the assumption that all of creation is for the use of 
humans, the view of Genesis 1:1-2:4 and Psalm 8. The God from the whirlwind reminds Job 
and all of us that humans are but a small part of a still expanding, 13 billion-year-old 
universe.  

What Does God in the Whirlwind Tell Us about God? 
The book of Job forces us to confront our own limited and often ego-satisfying 

images of God. In secret, we would like God to be the baby Jesus, helpless and dependent 
on us for care and sustenance.  Or we would be happy with the handsome young EMT of 
Galilee who cures many and restores to life beloved daughters, sons, and brothers. We thrill 
to the God of the Gospel tent who “walks with me and he talks with me and he tells me I 
am his own.”  

In Job, God exhibits no interest in being Job’s friend. Why would God be friends 
with such an insignificant creature? Nevertheless, God knows intimately and follows closely 
the fate of the wealthy, righteous landowner of Uz. The God who provides the lion’s and 
raven’s prey also listens closely to Job’s conversations and reacts to Job’s arguments.   

Only grudgingly do we acknowledge that we cannot confine God in time and space. 
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But just as Job wanted to confine God to a courtroom, we want God to be at our beck and 
call, to answer our petitions and prayers exactly as we phrase them. The Book of Job not 
only denies that God will always do that but even questions the pious adage “God answers 
our prayers; sometimes the answer is ‘No.’” In Job, an exasperated God berates Job for the 
temerity of asking.  

 
Questions for Discussion 

Perhaps skim the selection of first readings from the Lectionary for the past few 
months (the stories about David and wisdom literature, for instance). What is the 
image of God you draw from these stories, essays, and poems? How are they 
consistent with the images of God in the New Testament? 
 
Should Job be satisfied with God’s manifestation as a voice from a whirlwind? If 
Moses could only see God’s back (Exodus 33:18-23), shouldn’t Job be satisfied with 
this appearance? 
 
What does Job tell us about how to pray? If you were to experience God in the 
whirlwind, what would be your prayer later in life? 
 

Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to promote engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills 
and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University 
of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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