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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Discussion Questions for October 28, 2018 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 25 
 

 
 

THE READINGS 
First Reading: Job 42:1-6, 10-17 Alternate: Jeremiah 31:7-9 
1 Then Job answered the LORD:  

2 “I know that you can do all things,  
and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.  

3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’  
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,  

things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.  
4 ‘Hear, and I will speak;  

I will question you, and you declare to me.’  
5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,  

but now my eye sees you;  
6 therefore I despise myself,  

and repent in dust and ashes.” 
10 And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed for his friends; and 

the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before. 11 Then there came to him all his 
brothers and sisters and all who had known him before, and they ate bread with him in his 
house; they showed him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that the LORD had 
brought upon him; and each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring.  

12 The LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; and he had 
fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand 
donkeys. 13 He also had seven sons and three daughters. 14 He named the first Jemimah, the 
second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. 15 In all the land there were no women so 
beautiful as Job's daughters; and their father gave them an inheritance along with their 
brothers. 16 After this Job lived one hundred and forty years, and saw his children, and his 
children's children, four generations. 17 And Job died, old and full of days.  
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Worth Noting: In all of God’s abundance, what’s in it for Mrs. Job? Oh right: She gets to deliver 
and raise ten more kids. Is this another case of unintended consequences, of not knowing what we 
don’t know? And why does the author record the naming of only the daughters, not the sons?  

 
Psalm 34: 1-8, [19-22] 
1 I will bless the LORD at all times;  

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.  
2 My soul makes its boast in the LORD;  

let the humble hear and be glad.  
3 O magnify the LORD with me,  

and let us exalt his name together.  
4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me,  

and delivered me from all my fears.  
5 Look to him, and be radiant;  

so your faces shall never be ashamed.  
6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by the LORD,  

and was saved from every trouble.  
7 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him,  

and delivers them.  
8 O taste and see that the LORD is good;  

happy are those who take refuge in him. 
 

[19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous,  
but the LORD rescues them from them all.  

20 He keeps all their bones;  
not one of them will be broken.  

21 Evil brings death to the wicked,  
and those who hate the righteous will be condemned.  

22 The LORD redeems the life of his servants;  
none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.] 

 
Second Reading: Hebrews 7:23-28 

23 Furthermore, the former priests were many in number, because they were 
prevented by death from continuing in office; 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, 
because he continues forever. 25 Consequently he is able for all time to save those who 
approach God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 26 For it was 
fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from 
sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to 
offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he 
did once for all when he offered himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests those who 
are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a 
Son who has been made perfect forever.  
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Worth Noting: Hebrews draws heavily on Psalm 110:4 (“The LORD has sworn and will not 
change his mind, ‘You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’”) for its 
understanding of Jesus. How does your community draw on the Old Testament Scriptures for 
inspiration and insight? 

 
Gospel: Mark 10:46-5
  46 They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving 
Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47 When he 
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me.”

48 Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!”  

49 Jesus stood still 
and said, “Call him here.”  
And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 
 50 So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 Then Jesus said to 

him, “What do you want me to do for you?”  
The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.”  

52 Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.”  
Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 

Worth Noting: The healing of Bartimaeus comes at the end of Jesus’ trip to Jerusalem. It occurs 
shortly before the crowds greet Jesus with cries of “Son of David” and foreshadows the cries on that 
Palm Sunday. Discarding his cloak, Bartimaeus models discipleship for the rich young man, leaving 
all his worldly possessions and following Jesus. Have you had new insight that changed your life? 
Perhaps that you loved someone or someone loved you? Perhaps God’s role in the world? 

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
The Book of Job includes over 1000 verses. The Lectionary cannot convey its range 

and the questions it raises with a selection of 50 verses (less than 5 percent) spread over four 
weeks. This essay considers one place where the Lectionary sidesteps one of the major 
ambiguities in the text. The essay following considers the Book of Job as a handbook for 
caring for others. 

In many ways, Job 42:6 represents the climax of the book. Here our hero concludes 
his dialogues with friends and God. To paraphrase the New Revised Standard Version’s 
translation, Job hollers “Enough” and finally admits his own sinfulness, despising himself 
and his sins. Thus Job acknowledges his friends’ truth: His sufferings are the consequence of 
his own sinfulness. 

Careful readers of Job are no longer satisfied with this traditional version of Job 42:6. 
First of all, God and Satan both attest to Job’s righteous and sinless behavior. Of what has 
he now to repent? For some Christians, simply being human is enough to be sinful. But that 
is the theology neither of Job nor of the Old Testament, so the question stands: Of what is 
Job repenting? 
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In the second place, the Hebrew text itself has no sense of a reflexive in the first verb 
– in fact it has no separate object at all. The first phrase might better be translated “therefore 
I reject,” without specifying what Job is rejecting. Then the next verb and the following 
preposition should be translated “I repent of.” Putting the two halves together, Job’s final 
words to God, his friends, and the ages are “Therefore I reject and repent of dust and 
ashes.” 

While the traditional translation has a straightforward message, the more accurate 
translation reflects the ambiguity of the entire book of Job, for we are left to ponder “What 
does it mean to ‘reject and repent of dust and ashes’?” To add some context, verses 5 and 6 
together will read: 

I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,  
but now my eye sees you; 

therefore, I reject and repent of dust and ashes. 
Here are two of a large number of possible interpretations. Job might be saying that, 

having experienced God as a whirlwind, he realizes the futility of demanding justice. It 
would make as much sense, Job might say, to demand justice or love or mercy from a 
tornado as to ask it of God. As a consequence, he is leaving his posture of petitioner and 
penitent and is getting on with his life. He is moving on, with no illusions that a just God 
judges his life. 

One might draw the opposite conclusion from these lines. Recognizing the power of 
God and of God’s care for even the beasts of the field (see last week’s Journeying), Job is 
persuaded to renounce his opposition to the proposition of God’s justice. God’s care for the 
entirety of creation cancels the need for individual justice. God might not answer individual 
prayers but faithful ones know that the entirety of the universe is under God’s benevolent 
care. Job can leave his position of mourning knowing that the world is safe in God’s hands. 

  
“I Never Know What to Say” 

 It would be easy to ignore Job 42:11: “Then there came to him all his brothers and 
sisters and all who had known him before, and they ate bread with him in his house; they 
showed him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that the LORD had brought upon 
him; and each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring.” The author doesn’t tell 
us what these relatives and friends were doing while Job sat on his ashes, but now they come 
offering four things: their presence, sympathetic ears, affirmation of Job’s own goodness, 
and material help to restore his fortunes.  
 The value of the first step, simply showing up, cannot be underestimated. For many 
of us, visiting those in distress can be hard. It is almost as if we fear the contagion of “bad 
luck.” As result, the suddenly unemployed might find themselves isolated from their 
networks as friends avoid being contaminated by being seen with a “loser.” Many times, we 
feel inadequate: what can I say to Josephine or her wife Janet when she goes into hospice?  
 Indeed, we are inadequate in the face of profound loss. But what else can we bring – 
or need we bring – but ourselves? By showing up, we automatically bring community and 
connection. With our tuna fish casserole and apple crisp, as Job’s friends and relatives did, 
we share one bread and one body, we bring a sacrament of unity. 
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Questions for Discussion 

Do you know someone suffering a congenital disability as did Bartimaeus? (Let’s not 
forget those suffering from the congenital disability of growing old.) How do you and 
your community incorporate them?  
 
We have said that the Book of Job deals with some of the basic questions every 
religion must address: Why is there evil in the world? What does the evil that exists in 
the world imply about God? Have you ever spent time wrestling with these 
questions? Where did you come out? 
 
Christians speak of Jesus as God and human. Was Jesus’ experience comparable to 
that of Job? What does it mean for you that God in Jesus experienced evil 
condemnation in the crucifixion and divine validation in the resurrection?   
 

Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to promote engagement with and reflection on the Scriptures. To hone his skills 
and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the University 
of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: on Facebook or at dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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