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Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary 
Readings, Commentary, and Questions for Discussion for October 29, 2017 

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 25 

 
THE READINGS 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 Alternate Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 
1 Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 

which is opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, 2 

all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western 
Sea, 3 the Negeb, and the Plain-- that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees-- as far as 
Zoar.  

4 The LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and 
to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but 
you shall not cross over there.”  

5 Then Moses, the servant of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab, at the LORD's 
command. 6 He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one 
knows his burial place to this day. 7 Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; 
his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. 8 The Israelites wept for Moses in the 
plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended.  

9 Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his 
hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the LORD had commanded Moses.  

10 Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew 
face to face. 11 He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the LORD sent him to 
perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, 12 and 
for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the 
sight of all Israel.  

Worth Noting: Who buried Moses? The use of a divine passive in verse 6 (“He was buried”) and 
the underlying Hebrew means that God performed the burial rituals for Moses, in a place no one has 
ever found. Thus ends the fifth of the first five books of the Bible. Think of all the stories we have 
heard over the last five months from these books: creation of the world, adventures of ancestors, 
deliverance from slavery, receipt of the Ten Commandments, and finally the death and burial of the 
great leader Moses. Why are these five books called “the Law” or Torah when they are so filled with 
stories? How do stories help us live properly? 

 
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 Alternate: Psalm 1 
1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place  

in all generations.  
2 Before the mountains were brought forth,  

or ever you had formed the earth and the world,  
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.  

 

3 You turn us back to dust,  
and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”  
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4 For a thousand years in your sight  
are like yesterday when it is past,  
or like a watch in the night.  

 

5 You sweep them away; they are like a dream,  
like grass that is renewed in the morning;  

6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;  
in the evening it fades and withers. . . . 

 

13 Turn, O LORD! How long?  
Have compassion on your servants!  

14 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,  
so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.  

15 Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us,  
and as many years as we have seen evil.  

16 Let your work be manifest to your servants,  
and your glorious power to their children.  

17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us,  
and prosper for us the work of our hands –  
O prosper the work of our hands!  

Worth Noting: Written of the Babylonian exile (598-538 B.C.E.), the people pray for as many 
years to recover from the trauma of exile as they endured exile. Current research shows that the effects 
of group trauma linger for as long as it was suffered. Does sixty years seem an unusually long time 
for a people to recover?  

 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

1 You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain,   
2 but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you 
know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great 
opposition. 3 For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4 but 
just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even 
so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5 As you know 
and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; 6 

nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 7 though we might 
have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse 
tenderly caring for her own children. 8 So deeply do we care for you that we are determined 
to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have 
become very dear to us. 

Worth Noting: Paul wants to distinguish himself and his message from the popular philosophers, 
particularly the sophists and skeptics who denied we denied humans could reach ultimate truths. 
How are you able to distinguish opinion and fact? How do you handle statements by religious 
figures? 
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Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46 
34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 

together, 35 and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?”  

37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a 
second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.”  

41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42 

“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?”  
They said to him, “The son of David.”  

43 He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 44 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 

45 If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?”  

46 No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask 
him any more questions. 

Worth Noting: Look at Mark’s version of the same interaction (Mark 12:28-34). There the scribe 
(rather than the lawyer) praised Jesus’ answer and Jesus responded “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God” (Mark 12:34). Why would Matthew omit these expressions of reciprocal respect? 
Alternatively, why would Mark add them?  

 
CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES 

Entering into the Scriptures 
  

 

 
 
It is universally accepted that an overriding Biblical impulse is 
to love neighbor, including your enemy, as yourself. Matthew 
emphasizes this very principle in the Sermon on the Mount: 
“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you” (Matthew 5:44).  

 
 Right about there, we have a disconnect between popular language and the thrust of 
the Bible. Modern English dictionaries define “love” as a positive emotion, usually reserved 
for those with whom one has a direct contact, such as spouse, child, parent, or God. 
“Enemy” hardly fits into this category, yet the Bible commands that we must love our 
enemies.  
 The English word love, we submit, just doesn’t work. How can we have affection for 
one who wishes us harm? How is anyone abused to have affection for their abuser? Jesus, 
who knew human nature intimately, must have meant something else. To recognize what the 
Bible means requires a brief excursus into metaphors of the body. 
 Jesus cites Deuteronomy 6:5 to speak of love as coming from the heart in today’s 
Gospel: “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart . . .” (Matthew 22:37). 
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What did it mean “to love with all your heart”? For the Hebrew speaker, the heart was the 
metaphorical site of the intellect and the will. For both Hebrew and Greek speakers, 
emotions were found in the guts. It’s different in English, where we ascribe intellect and will 
to the brain, while the heart is the site of generally irrational emotions. 
 In other words, the Old Testament sees love not as an emotion but as an 
intellectually supported act of the will. A decision. Following the first century understanding 
of Jesus’ words, we need not “like” our enemy, but we are still called to love them.  
 We need a word which helps us see the commandment to love all as requiring a 
decision to promote the best for all, including ourselves, our families, our God, and our 
enemies. We might speak of “benevolence” or “magnanimity” or “good will.” Paul urges 
just this attitude on the Romans: “. . . if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 
thirsty, give them something to drink” (Romans 12:20). Continuing the physical metaphors, 
while feeding you may have to hold your nose; while giving a drink, surely you will need to 
curb your tongue. You may not even act cheerfully. Neither Paul nor Jesus seem to care, 
instead they say “Love your enemies, do good to them, and pray that they flourish as loving 
humans.” 

  
“Once Upon a Time . . .” 

Christians claim that they are not “people of a Book,” but people of a Person, Jesus 
Christ. Christians celebrate his life, death, and resurrection, await his return in glory, and find 
Jesus’ presence in a tumultuous world. In their lives, they strive to imitate Jesus’ global 
compassion and divine humility.  Let’s think about this: If not people of the Book, are not 
Christians people of the Story?  

 

 

The Gospels are, in truth, just one glorious story, revealing 
God’s message in the Story of Jesus. A story, however, might 
be thought an imperfect way to convey a message. It’s 
meaning, and the teaching it is meant to convey, may be 
unclear and misinterpreted.  
Striving for clarity, teachers in the first century, as teachers 
now, composed essays, gave lectures, and wrote letters. Why 
didn’t Jesus and the evangelists do the same? 

We think it’s the very ambiguity of the Gospels that allows us to return to them time 
and again: teaching us, consoling us, and reproving us. The Gospels demand application to 
life here and now. But since the particulars of lives of 21st century Christians differ from 
place to place throughout the world, the application will fit the needs of that community. We 
barely need mention the difference between the Gospel’s first hearers and readers today.  

Nor can we forget the subversive message within the Story, how God became a 
creature and accepted the death that was a consequence of that, and how death is not the 
end of the Story. Death, the ultimate tool of oppression, can defeat neither God nor God’s 
people. That message sometimes must be whispered from one person to another; it must be 
hidden from oppressors, veiled in a story within the Story.  It starts “Once upon a time, 
there was a man who . . .” 
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Prompting Conversations 

Can you think of someone with whom you have not spoken for a long, long time 
because of antagonism between you? What might it mean to love that person? Loving 
one’s enemies gets tied up with forgiving an enemy. What do you think that should 
look like?  
Consider one of the stories from the Bible that you learned early in life and still 
ruminate on today. How has the meaning and application of that story changed over 
the years?  
We tell stories of family and country. Can you relate a story about an ancestor that 
you treasure? Have you passed it on to the next generation? What truth did it convey 
for you? 

 
Dennis Haugh has enjoyed working with adult seekers for over 20 years. He aims 
to engage academic and general audiences for the New Testament. To hone his 
skills and burnish his credentials, he earned his PhD in Biblical Studies in the 
University of Denver/Iliff School of Theology joint program.  He appreciates any 
correspondence: dennishaugh2011@gmail.com. 
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